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es under many inaccuracies and defects, 
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M want of talents-and abilities equal to the = 
tak of writing to ad vantage in · ſo polite an 1 
= - Ae from: the ſhort' time which in- 1 
kervened betwixt the determination to 7 4 
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may not I beg, that your earneſt prayers for 1 | 
5 the Divine bleſſin g will accompany them, „ 


ia which caſe we ſhall mutually rejoice.O 2 
|# + Purchaſe them not out of mere compliment 
den Paſtor nor let them lie by „ 

fo much aſelefs- lumber; but 

wih attention and eee looking up to 
i dhe great Author of all good for his con- 
influence, and ee your 
ſilves as here addreſſed by him. Thus an 
end far more noble, Permanent, and inte 
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Ts, | throug gh a multip licity of unforeſeen occurrences, time- 
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ſome of the principal duties you, in that: 
connexion, owe to God, and to each other. 
and, ſhould you make light of theſe admo- 
nitions, which are tendered from a concern - 


for your precious ſouls, over which Lam 


called to watch, and a ſenſe of that ſolemn, 
account I muſt one day render to him who: | 
appoints me, they will, in that day, bean 
witneſs for God; and, in coneurrence with: 
your other advantages, leave you inexcuſ- 
able. I however hope better things, at. 


leaſt with reſpect to ſome of yon even. 5 
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have already: received fome benefit from my. 
addreſles to you from the Pulpit, which 
gives me no ſmall pleaſure on reflection, ſo. . 
I am not without hope, that what is here 
tendered from the Prefs may alſo afford ee 
ſome benefit in your Families and Cloſets. 
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2 new performance into the world by « Preface. Theres 
Ft, are indeed who venture'to appear, without this for- 
„ | mality leaving their productions to ſtandor falk'mere=- "wu 
| by their own intrinfic merit. They ſeen: to think. - 
*1 et a certain noble Author , that all dedications, . 
BS | prefaces, or other diſcourſes by way of introduction 
3 to à book, is but a mean grove ng method of creep? 1 13 25 
nu into che world, and begging | 4 


the writer dares not claim, and of which he in e. | 
. hereby owns himfelf unworthy. This may indeed W 
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What he intends for public uſe i is agreeable. to the wo 
of ' God, and, of conſequence,” i intereſting in its nas | 
ture and tendeney to the moſt important intereſts of A 
ow-men, may hope for a favourable. reception a 
with the candid and pious, whoſe regard alone is wor- 
to be coveted, though. he be at the {a - 
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3 5 e Aut hor- of theſe Sermons and Effays is 
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1 for the perſon Who 1 ber r 
out our faults, in order that we may ſee and amend. 
them, acts a better and more friendly part than he 
who. commends in groſs. It may be obſerved, that 
thoſe who are moſt capable to diſcern defects and in 
accuracies are, in general, the readieſt to excuſe = 
Little minds, like the fly on the edifice, will find ma- 
ny inequalities in Particular parts, which a more aul - 


didly-overlook, or view as the marks and ps of hu. 
man imperfection, not wholly avoidable. - e 
To ſuch as may object—- Why thus lt the. 
9 Public, when the world is already poſſeſſed of more 
books of chat fort, and theſe tos the moſt excellent 
san cheir kind, than men can find money to pur- 
<haſe, or time to peruſe? the Author only replies, 
Tut every perſon ho oceupies public ſphere in 
= ſociety may be ſuppoſed to have a number of ac 
N quaintance and well-wiſhers, who will be induced, on 
chat very account, to peruſe whatever he may publiſh, | 
awhile they would perhaps give themſelyes no man- 
= ner of trouble to procure or read the productions of 
«a much more eminent pen. Did all poſſeſs the moſt 
WW dhining talents, and excel in che ſame way, there 
would be no room for that diverſity of gifts which 
vl is wiſely adapted to the different taſte and capacities 
of men, and which, like the various members of the 
human frame, forma a beautiful and confiſtent whole. 
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nor che head to the feet, 1 have no need of you.” 
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nd of Giſguſt to Ae of „ 
pay | enlarged education, ſhould any ſuch favour 
3: with a 8 The Author is well aware, that 
ubited to the: Pu 
ſermons, nor is it indeed his ambition to ex- 


vu * R EFA Sn RE 
FRY of 2 in ſo clear 05 convincing a light | 
as could be withed, he deems it a ſmall matter to be 
Judged of man, who himſelf is liable to err: if not, 
no apology whatever can juſtify their publication. But 
ſhould what is here offered to the Public, not tend TY "= "uf 
10 promote the intereſts of true and undefiled reli- | 
Bion, as delineated in the ſcriptures, i it would deſerys 
no encouragement, though its pretenſions in other re- 
ſpects were far ſuperior to what they really are. As 
the goſpel of the grace of God, though the treaſure 
and vechicle of heavenly Wiſdom, appears ſa only to 
dome, — While, as of old, by far che greater part deem 
it foolifhnefs ; ſo it can be no real diſparagement to 
à treatiſe, intended to illuſtrate and enforce its ſacred 
| doftrines and precepts, providing it is in any mea- 4 4 
ſure calculated for that end, ſhould it meet with the 
Lame fate. Some late bold attempts to introduce and 
_ Lifſeminate errors of a moſt dangerous kind, and the 
- countenance theſe receive from many of whom other 
things might be expected, have led to a number f 
remar tranſeri ing theſe Sermons,” which were 
mot delivered from the Pulpit. The luke warm and 
rational profeſſor, who deems the belief of divine - 
Aruths no way eſſential to. Chriſtian practice, or the 
acceptance of our religious ſervices, may r 
condemn theſe, or the freedom with which they are 
made; but, if chey are juſt and founded on the un- 

be erring rule of faith and morals, the cenſures of: den 
need not move him, with regard to what * 2 1 4 4 
I.eord of alt W at ae in "ny AY pal ; 4 
e! appr | 1 * 
In peru * Diſcourſes, We Reader mall: pro-y 1 1 
ba Werk, what hath occurred to the Author in of 4 
* a ng 2 35 that thes Theme ideas ſometimes recur al 
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with very little addition er variation ade erprel. 
Hon: © This may be partly accounted/for in their be- 
3» inp compoſed at ſome diſtance of time from each o- 
-- 8 Cf p. ther; nor indeed does he think ir neceſſary to be ve - 
- XY ty ſerupuleus on that head, as the ſacred writers a- 
5 N bound with examples of a ſimilar nature. They may 
14 nete be thought too long, and of this, it muſt 
4 . | de owned, there is ſome room to complain; but eve- 

ry reader has it in bis 1 to . them as ſhort | 


as as pleatettt +l! 
rd to FT Eſſays which ck ci 


With ſrega 
d they are a few ſelected from what the Author 
Vote at a leiſure hour, merely for his own Wy 
, - amuſement. It is with that diflidence and reſpect 
Which are due to the judgment of the Public, Had N 
ventures to appear in that capacity; yet fondly hopes © 
that what is ſubmitted-to their inſpection, with a view 
to edify the ferious and well-diſpoſed, and promote 
an object of general utility, will, upon the whole, 
a ene any defects it may labour unden, 
meet with candour and indulgence, though it. thould 
_ fail of pleaſing and amuſing the more nice and curi- 
ous. Had it been his object to ſecure the e 
orf the learned and polite, however much he NY 
value their juſt approbation, theſe Eſſays wauld pro- 
I 5 [ON never have ſeen the light; but the n 
of the ſubjects will, it is hoped, recommend them 
0 thoſe who love truth for its own ſake, thaugh the 
exterior .garb- i it here aſſumes ſhould fail of plea- 
£F Thos ſuch as ſeck pleaſure and amuſement rather than 
deal edification from what they peruſe. | Though ma- 
. 18 things will occur either deficient or redundant, 
IM 2 harſh and -unharmonious, or deſtitute of the 
we ” /ofpaments of language to make the ſentiment ines 
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ye TP fain hope, that thoſe who 0 . che 4 


ſullen air of criticiſm, aſſume the Friend, and peruſe. 9 


with a ſincere deſire to be pleaſed and edified, will 
not carry away diſguſt and averſion.—— When the 


- Muſe, which ought ever to be the guardian of Reich 1 


and Morality, is, by a baſe proſtitution, perverted to 


abet che already too-prevalent cauſe of vice and inſi- 


delity, and when productions, the evident tendency 
of which is to blow up the latent ſparks. of i iniquity, - 


| and bring Religion, with all her venerable rites, into My” 1 { | 
| diſrepute, meet the warmeſt encouragement of a li- — 4 
centious Age, may it not be hoped, that, when her 1 


| object i is to promote the love and practice goods 
and piety, her each attempt, though deficient in point 
of poetic merit, will yer not faibto inſure the ap- 
probation oo in Fe of Jelus, of virtue 46 6 
man? 

Not td dotatn the ade! any Ie 2" Anke 1 
las nothing farther to add, by way of Preface, but his 1 I 
_ ardent wiſhes that a Divine blefling may accompany. _Þ 
"every peruſal of the following ſlteets, ſo as to renders - 
them ſubſervient to the Redeemer's glory, and the 
ſalvation of | precious fouls, which i is wa ROI defires i 
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8 -apedl,—the following are the moſt material, v | 7 
: the cand a Reader will pleaſe or, excuſe. 4 
oo Page 53. line 28. e ON 
1 1 — 1. for ſepulchre read ſepulture- . 
e e n 15. fer Meſſiah read Meſſiahbs. 5 

— 236. . > 22, for the world read this world. 

5. — 6, for wit ith read with it. .I 
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NE great reaſon Religion i is ſo. fatally ne. 
e glected, and, conſidering its infinite i impor- 


hrt "tance, (6 little attended to even by the beſt, is, dur 
ber not forming a proper eſtimate of the preſent ſtate as 
s connected with eternity.” While theinvifible.rextitiby.; 25 1 

We of a future world, remain Inter intercepted by t the vail of i 
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"he e and the clouds of i ignorance, the derung 7 f 
5 enjoyments, and vain purſuits of this mortal life will, 2 15 
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45 of courſe, engroſs all our thoughts, and exhauſt all 5 5 

| our activity. Did things unſeen and Gternal break*” TC •˙ 

in upon our minds, in all their evidence and. import- 1 

„ -ANEE, how would. they annihilate the vanities of this by 
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5 NY bes obſcure the falſe glare of earthly Ser, 
dditiveſt tlie pleaſures of ſin and ſenſe of all their faſci- 
nating charms, and render us in a great meaſure ſu- : 
perior to the trials and diſtreſſes of the preſent ſtate? 
Wich this important truth impreſſed on the. mind, 


| form fuch an eſtimate of the preſent and future' ſtate, 5 
in their relation to each other, as will powerfully ex- 


4 fy eite to a correſponding practice, Till he turn away. 4 


7 our eyes from beholding vanities, and quicker us in 


bis holy way, we will chuſe rather to ſhift from one 


- vanity to another, than return to him as our 


reign good, who alone can fatisfy the unbounded : 


_ deſires, and fill the vaſt capacities, of our immortal 


_ fouls—chuſe rather to run from one broken eiſtern 1 


to another, yea, and with unceaſing applleation, to 


hew them out, even after repeated experience of * 8 
. of our toil, than have recourſe to the in- 


exhauſtible fountain of living waterss May he, who © 
alone can effectually do it, convince us of the extreme 
an guilt and danger of ſuch a conduct; and fo teach 
us to number and improve our paſſing days on earth, 
that we may become wiſe to ſalvation; and, when 
| they are brought to a cloſe, h vnfading e W 
the regions of immortality. 3 
This pſalm is generally lowed to 1558 dad com- 
. by Moſes, that holy man of God, whom he 
| honoured to promulgate his law to ancient Hrael, | 


and eſtabliſh the whole ritual of their religious wor- 


hip. The nemorable occaſion, to which it proba- 
Vance alia e e e in the Nen of Num- 
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Sur fervent requeſt to God ſhould often be, in the lan- 
guage of the text, © So teach us to number our days, 
e that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom; - to 
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and peniter 
comfort, under the 
friendly counſel to direct to a proper improvement 


"NUMBERING « OUR DAYS. = bh 


les "FF (By: divine rectiou, Moſes: ſent, 1 the/ 


 waderneſs of Paran, twelve princes of the chief ſa- 
milies in Iſrael, in order to ſurvey the promiſed land, 


and bring. back. 2 juſt report. Upon their return, 
© theſs all, Caleb and Joſhua excepted, with one con 
-ſent, gave ſuch. an unfair repreſentation of what they 


had ſeen, as greatly intimidated the people, and ex- 


cited their murmurings both againſt the Lord and | 5 | 3 


his ſervants. //Juſtly provoked at their rebellious con- 
duct, and inſolent contempt of his goodneſs, / God 229108 
doomed that generation, which came out of Egypt, to | 
wander forty years in the wilderneſs z' and, within 5 
this period, to fall a ſacriſice to death, as a puniſh- | 
ment of that particular tranſgreſſion. . From this per- 
| emptory ſentence, however, Joſhua, Moſes” Uluſtri=- 
ous ſucceſſor, and Caleb, .whofe name is recorded 
with ſuch diſtinguiſhed honour. in that hiſtory, verse 
ekempted. To the importunate interceſlion of their 5 i 
patriotic leader, were the children of Iſracl.indebted. | - 
for this mitigation of. their ene, and that er 
were not immediately conſumed. 3 6 


In this gloomy don, uncertain but 55 =—_ 


tie ere to-morrow's. dawn; abſolutely ſure they could 
not ſurvive a certain determinate period, the humble 
t * them ſtood much in need 171 


chaſtiſement of heaven, and 


of it. Wich a particular view, therefore, to inſtrucm 
and comfort them under this awful diſpenſation; 
and, at the ſame time, to affect their heart with a; 


lively and abiding, ſenſe of their guilt, as the . 9 5 


e cauſe of ity he | OEM BP 5 _ 


I „ i 
4 4 © . 1 '2 2: s pa 
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jr 70 71 . * Clap, x xiv, 
8; 3 


edge .t 

m the 3 and a equity of ren proce- d 
Aure i in all their ſufferings, in which, however great, at 
{ 


was ſhown, being puniſhed far-lefs than 
| heir iniquity.deferved; alſo a figurative, nne | 
tell deſcription' of, or devout meditation on the un- A 
.. certainty and tranfient duration of human life; with: 
. eſe prayer for grace to improve by theſe pe- 
culiar circumſtances i in their lot, and that God would 
_ Fer nike pra in merey, e ee 
goodneſs. He introduces himſelf by acknowh 
dhe Aability'of God's covenant, the eternity aud im- 
mutability of his nature and perfections; and, from 
eder ground of comfort, under a ſenſe of 
men frailty, and in the proſpect of theſe calamities 
Ahich the life of man is here expoſed, and that te 
kalen particular were ſubjected- Theſe he repre- [ | 
= a variety of beautiful and ſtriking figures, 
eee r instruction and affect 


= 


an 5 


bf on under Conga; to ſupplicate His mercy, 
and deprecate the tokens of his diſpleaſure. —Though 
we are not placed in circumſtantes, in all reſpects. 
Parallel ee een dee generat 
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time b | ny whore eſperidity on Wan of 2 na- 

 rhfes, adopt the pathetic addreſs in the text, - Sos 
. teach us, O Lord, to number our days, * 7 
«may hat ante hearts e eee e NED 
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IN the farther Feels of tu fabject; I 
enn eavour, through Divine aid, To ſhew you what 
e 25 implied i in the cartielt des of Moſes, in the 
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on tert, 2 t number our days,—Then coke; ; 
e- dae happy influence of this exerciſe upon our temper. .*.. i 
and conduct, as ſuggeſted i in the latter clauſe, That 3 
| <ve-may apply our. _—_ a e e e 1 
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e- 6 the text is not to be literally underſtood; for, i in this x T7 2 
wa ſenſe,” many are very expert in reckoning up the years. '. 
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e jp wes own” paſt life, and that of others, 
who are, at the fame. time, exceedingly deſicient in 
point of heavenly wiſdom. We number things in 
order to obtain an exact account of them, and ſo be 
able to form a proper eſtimate of their real value and 
importance. To number our days then, according 
to the Pſalmiſt's requeſt here, may imply, That Wwe 
take a ſerious review of our paſt conduct in life. The 
whole of time; with relation to creatures, reſolves iti. 
felf into the paſt, the preſent, and the future. Ihle 
firſt is already fled, not to be recalled; and the laſt 
altogether uncertain, for who can ſay that he ae oY 
ſee to-morrow's ſun riſe upon the earth? The pre- 
ſent moment alone is ours, een 00" . the; he J 
Ving, ready to take its ſinal ſlight- 8 
But, though paſt days and — i Iu „ 
6 yet frequently to reflect upon the part we have 
acted in them, in order to implore the par don ß 
Heaven for-wh t we may find amiſs, and with ſineere > 
deſire, through Divine aid, to reform it; is a benen | 
conduct both highly rational and: unſpeakably bene- 
an? To be able to recollect, and reflect on paſt: 
If ations; to anticipate futurity, and form a proper 
at: | judgment with regard to both, conſtitutes man's pre- 
ie.” eminence: over the inferior een mene - 2 
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ns reſult” mere iaſtincte of 
eee and lars of TE to „lich: x 
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= rity of our rational nature, and de in- 
1 portant ends of our exiſtence. To imbibe certain 


and aſſume a certain ar of wen, 
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3 M prude e ale 4 To 1 os our enen hs: 2 
= paſt incidents of life, ſo far as religion and conſcience 8 
1 be concerned, is not only exceedingly 7 © 
un itſelf, but alſo extremely pernicious to our beſt f 
_ "8 intereſts. The want of ſefious conſideration and re- -h 
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mm my 


” - Aeftion, hurries many upon very fatal-courſes, and. : 
prevents their , when once engaged in them; 
W bereas, did they ene conſider their nature and 
5 eee they would tremble at the awful _ 

40 PT ſpe The deer eee review of o our 2 conduct, as 
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Pr the divine 15 reer to bike veiled] kenuine 
Fepentance, and thorough amendment of life. Witk 
view it is often recommended in ſeripture, bot 
dy precept and Fen. t % Now, therefore, thus - 
E-- _ «faith the 1 ts, Conſider your ways; or, 

margin n more e emphatically: fenders it, „ Set 

58 That is, ſeriouſſy re-. 
on their evil nature, and fatal tendency, an 
a accomp liſh var ere es one in | 
* * Jani, le wal Plalmiſt ne 40 — 
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haſte, and delayed nat to keep thy come 1 
e mandments . His ſon Solomon mentions it a8 "7 1 
a part of the character of fools, 4 That they conſider 
not that they do evil.“ We alſo find God himſelf 
complaining, by his prophet, « Iſrael doth not know 
my people doth not conſider ' which want of con- 
| ſideration, as appears from the connexion; ſeems to 
have paved the way nen n een and con 
ſequent; calamities . 
The man, 9 4 n his: Pay” . 
to apply his heart unto wiſdom, will ſeriouſly reflect 
on his paſt conduct, weigh it in the balance of the 
ſanctuary, conſider the civil and religious advantages 
he may have enjoyed, and the folemn account he 
muſt in a little render of them. With David, he ; 
hath ſeen an end of all ſublunary perfection; is con- af 5 I 
"_ that the honours, pleaſures, and profits Which 
originate from earth, and terminate there, howeyer 
 ſpecious, are momentary and deluſive; and hence 
prays, with the ſame pious Monarch, ( Teach me, 
O Lord, the way of thy ſtatutes :” Turn away 
mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken! - | 
e thou me in thy way 4.” Fromm his paſt experienoee 
of the deceitfulneſs of ſin, of the unſatisfactory na. 
ture of preſent enjoyments, and frequent diſappoint- I 
ment in the purſuit of them, he had learned how un- 
vorthy they were of his ſupreme attention and regard ʒ — 
and is thence brought to conclude, with the wiſe king 
of Iſrael, That all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 
Inſtead, therefore, of purſuing, with unremitted 4 | 
3 ſiduity, and raiſed expectations, an airy: Es 42 
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755 en imbecility of human life, em oy on this neee 
ject, a variety of ſtriking figures and metap 
rowed from natural objęcts and common occurrences; ; 


= 5 = highly 1 of 1125 — 8 


besen eee eee ey eager embriess: 
he is divinely taught to give the preference to theſe: 
durable riches and honours, which the goſpel alone 


© exhibits, —taught to place his truſt in God, as his all- 
en and enriching portion, and conſide in him 
as the rock of his ſalvation. Thus, each revolving 
day and year adds to his valuable acquiſition of 


e. wiſdom· and knowledge; and his reins, his 


in ward thoughts and meditations: SES WG in a n 5 
night ſeaſons. Farther, = bp 
Jo number our days, ene to nM plows. re- he 
_ queſt in the text, may alſo imply, A due ſenſe of the 
mort and precarious duration of our preſent ſtate of 
exiſtence. That our days on earth are fe. and 


uncertain, is obvious to all, and called by none in- 


queſtion. To maintain, however, a proper and be- 


coming ſenſe of this truth habitually on the mind, i __ 
perhaps, the attainment of very few. Hence, time 


eee of doing and receiving good, pre- 


cious and important as theſe muſt appear, 03-520 


_ viewed: in their connexion with eternity, are bur 


too often, even by the beſt, permitted to paſs un- 


| headed and unimproved.- Theſe; however, once be- 6 
held in che light of divine truth, and in the faithful 


mirror of but eden 1 truly eee yea 


; ane _— et eget 


The 6 FIR e in ae b pet on 5 our wade 
th a lively ſenſe of the brevity, . tranſitory 8 
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by human ſagacity, nor benen by human power. | 
Hence, ſays the Prophet, * Ceaſe ye from man 
„ whoſe breath is in his noſtrils; for wherein is he 
* to he accounted of? In what emphatic language 
aud beautiful figures; does Job f expreſs. and enforce 
- WU thistoo much neglected truth! Man, who ig born 
. | of a roman, u of fo dap, amd even theſe full ot 


Wo 


A 


| 155 1 1 4 
. Im the mo of life, he · cometh fort as 1 


"re er, and is cut down, perhaps long ere it hath 
9 8 reached noon; ; he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and con- 
* tinueth not. His days are determined, this dünn iet 
5 | or his months are with God. who hath appointed 
Fim his bounds, which he cannot paſs. Having, 5 
3 an hireling, accompliſhed his day, he muſt remote 
bhence, and refign his place among mortals. The: 
pale horſe and his rider change his countenance, and. 
ſend him away whither he ſhall not return; and that 
perhaps, when his breaſts are full of milk, and „ 

; oy * with marrow. Ba active OT 


17 
| PY 
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compared to a poſt, charged with important diſ- 
patches that require ſpeed; to a ſwift yeſſel, ſailing. 
before a-profperous gale ;- to the: motion of a weg- 
vers ſhuttle; to the rapid flight of an Eagle, when 3 
he darts upon his prey; and to the fleeting ſhadow, 5 

which paſſeth almoſt imperceptibly along the fields. e 
80 ſudden the tranßtion from time to eternity, it 

may be made in a moment, in the twinkling of ann 

eye; and ſo thin tlte partition betwixt us and this 
ſtate, it is only the breath in our noſtrils, that atte- 
nuated thread; which may be cut aſſunder in a mo- 
ment, by ten thouſand caſualities, not to be foreſeen : 
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# 5 * ; 13 ; . calculated to illuſtrate tlie f 
7 nature, the vanity of human conduct, and the inſta- 
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ts. busy it in 1 Ws gh 8 her g 
ee of earthly Felicity, that fatal blow may be 
levelled at the root, which, at once, blaſts all its fu- 
ture buds and bloſſoms. In the. material 1 


regions till then unknown. One generation paſſeth 
away, and another cometh, in conſtant ſucceſlions.to. 


Is Aniſhed, and the trump of God annou 
| FS bet of all | things Our fathers; where are they? N 
f "x * the prophets, do they live for ever? Do not the 
elods of the yalley cover them? and Hall not our 
leg abode be ſoon aſſigned us too in the fame land, 1 
of darkneſs, and HT; 0 et lacks ?—here there 1s 


* 9 


The inſpired 1 mew: of this gane Ode, 6 bis 2 


breaks forth in a train of beautiful and . 
1 ſimilar to theſe alluded to aboye images 


ilty of e 


- biliey of life. itſelf, with all its fadin comforts. Ab. 
ter a ſublime deſcription, of God's s eternity and im- 
mutability, he proceeds to conſider man's frailty ws 


A jr pion. that, viewed in this contraſt, we might | be 
© | the, more deeply affected with the vanity, yea no- 


2. 


55 1 mn” . part, mult ae its 1 eh . 


- fopply its place, till the mighty plan of Provideuic . 
unce the on. 


nage abiding. | FFG 79 


aß deeply impreſſed. with the folemn. ſubject, ; 


| NVMBERING ob bars. . 1 p 


t «the me ut tains were brought forth, or ever gt 1 7 
©, 4e formed the earth and the world: even from everlaſt 4 | 
„ing to everlaſting thou art God. Thou turneſt man 
„ W< to deſtruction; And ſapeſt, Return, ye children or” 
„men: For a thoufand years in thy fight are but as 
di «-yeſterday, when it is paſt, and a8 2 watch in the a 
* « night.” Our meaſures of time are o abſolutely 


joſt and annihilated in his preſence; as the ruſtling | 


* of a leaf i in a peal of thunder, or the light of a taper 
7 in the meridian blaze. Thou carrieſt them away, 


„adds he, as with a flood; that is, ſuddenly, irrefiſti-. oh 
15 bly, and when leaſt expected. In the ordinary courſe 
. of nature, time, like a conſtant ftream, carries down 
mankind,” with inceffant motion, till it turns them 
' IU overto the boundleſs occan of erernity. But, as in che 
by caſe to which this pſalin immediately refers, the in- 


* roads and ravages of death ſometimes reſemble a_ 
7D ſpreading torrent, or an over-flowing deluge, Which, 
* with irrefiſtible impetuoſity, ſweeps all before it. 
* Human life, eonſidered as ſhort, vain, and uncertain, 


* is alſo here compared to fleep, a dream, to the graf, 
* yea, the flower of the tender graſs; images all 77 bk: 


5 aiſproportional to God's eternity, that they are all! 7 | i 


8 ; choſen, Und highly pictureſque of its tranſient glories 45. 23 15 | 


and momentary precarious duration. When the ex- _ _ 
5 ternal ſenſes are all ſealed in fleep, creative fancy ns}. 


5 viſionary ſcenes;— mean while the moments paſs im. 
4 perceptibly away, till, rouſed from the flumbers of # 
he night, the illufive phantofas vaniſh, and the gay 
iachantment is diſſolved. Thus, with many, the . 
5 ing vanities of life that ever tempting, ever cheats 
bt ing train, entirely engroſs their time and attention, 


erts her magie power, and agitates the mind with her —— v 


. ere ith are” wake . that unwelcome di- 4 * F 75 


THE! NATURE | F- 


bh 1 


Ae afheir fecurity.and falſe-repoſ 1 
from the pleaſing revery; and, behold, it is but a de- 
eitful dream, which leaves nothing real or ſubſtan- 
| tial behind it, fave only the-conſcious rememberance 
of paſt folly and guilt. What they once valued, as 
Ren: precious, and ſubſtantia], „they now find to have 
been but a vain, empty ſhew, and their efforts to ob- 
tain it, a vexing themſelves in vain. Such, therefore, 
ads ſeek and expect happineſs from the objects of time 
Ig _ andſenſe, or from a lifeleſs form of godlineſs ; their 
hopes, however high and flattering, will vaniſh at death, 
Uke the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, and leave them to 
dessirtbeir irreparable loſs and ae; +. 
caſe-ſo melanchelyand hopeleſs, the prophet emphatic- 
Au deſcribes, under the expreſſive ſimilitude of a 
man, harraſſed with the pafnful ſenſations of hunger 
and thirſt, who dreams he is eating and drinking 
2 awaking from fleep, hald . Tony 1s Ms _ 
. hath appetite. . | 
The royal. Plalmiiſt, having his nin: wholly ocgu- 
"oi with the ſame intereſting ſubject, utters a re- 
_ U ſimilar to that in the text: © Lord make me 
_ -*©: to know mine end, and the meaſure of my days, 
e what-it is; that I may know how frail I m. Be- 
= _ -* hold,” adds he, thou haſt made my days as an 
23 hand- breadth, and mine a i as nothing before 


= thee: verily, every man, at his, belt ſtate, is alto- 
_—_ = gether. +” A variety of changes and viciſ- 


B * _ Braces, he himſelf had experienced in life: He was 
fFaiſed from a low cor ition to the higheſt elevation | 
of < HP Talon and | Br: wing ur. phos oak 


u [BERING © o DAYS. | * 
Ja empty pageantry, which; like. an idle; 1 * 9 
well concerted fable, may pleaſe and amuſe for a lit- 
tle; but is-ſoon over and forgotten. If we admit Kir 
David's teſtimony, with whoſe judgment, on this point, 
his wiſe ſon Solomon, who ſpoke from. extenſive 1 
ſervation and experience, perfectly coincides, man, 
in youth, health, honour, and proſperity, yea, in the 
Happieſt condition we can lappole. him on n 1 
n and Fee we ol $45l han ante, 3 
But, ſhould our paſſing — rarth.bo proteattes. | 
even to ſeventy or-cighty years, which · ſeems, in or- 
-dinary-caſes, to have been the utmoſt. exteßt of hu- 
man life, even in Moſes” time, yet how ſoof would 
they be cut off by death, and we fly away whence we 
ſhould not return. Perhaps, however, not one of a 
thouſand, born to our world, attains this period; anti 
thoſe who do, what i is their life but labour and ſor- 
ro ? Let us hear the obſervation of a venerable Pa- 
triarch on this topic, who lived to · a much greater 
age, and was all his- life long the peculiar eee 
an indulgent providence. Jacob, now loaded with 
years, and crowned with honour and happineſs, he- 
ing introtluced-by his beloved.ſon Joſeph to Pharaoh, 
and aſked; a that —̃̃ ' common queſtion, 
How old art thou made this ſignificarit reply, 
46 The days of the years'of my pilgrimage are an hun- BY 
dred and thirty years: and Adds, ;« few. and evil 
< have the days of the years of my life been? De. 
As duct from the longeſt Hife the period of childhood... 
on and youth, in which reaſon hath not yet attained its 
h- full maturity, and the time ſpent in ſleep and other "i 
0 ene trefreſnments of ent ee e hom mall a 
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en will yout leave td 0 en n and the Chriſtians N 
3 Sr the hiſtory + of the ntodilevian patriarchs, 
hoſe longevity bade fair for writing the epitaph of 
"a world, eompriſed by the ſacred hifſtorian-in theſe. 
3h few expreſſive terme, Such and ſuch a one lived 
"py - fo many hundred years; begat ſons and daughters; ; 

and he died. Death ſoon ſhifts the varied ſcene; 
and coneludes the drama. The ſpace betwirt our 
birth and death is conſidered, by the wiſe king of If- 
raelęas a mere blank; for, thaugh he mentions a time 
for both, as afſo for every other purpoſe under the 
fun, yet he ſpeaks of no time to live. What is the 
ongeft life ever mortal enjoyed, but as a paſſing ſha- 
dow u vapbur, which appeareth for a little time and 
ſoon vaniſheth away? I a fond mind, eagerly ſet on 
the pleaſures, and engroſſed with the cares and pur- 
| ſuits of life, this might indeed appear very conſider- 
able in anticipation; but, upon a retroſpect view, it 
,dwindles almoſt into nothing. But why: mention the 
Preſent Contracted ſpan of human exiſtence, which ĩas 
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| A bh Ls:  bounded/by the narrow limits of a few revolving 


years? What is time itſelf, which gives birth to ſo 
| _ many: ſucceeding generations, and important events 
ebe ge even in its utmoſt extent, when 
ee of erchzer a drop of water (o the dee 
ocean Can sve then forbear exclaiming, Time, how 
\ thort! Eternity, how long! May God deeply impreſs 

een, heart eva rH too n nen 

| „ 2 12 i = 7 Pr 
elit ai e 
inthe ſenſeef the Plalmiſt in — may alſo imply. 
have we r conſider the i N of fs mn work aſh gned 
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be 


us, and its intimate connexion with our future nite of . 
exiſtence. - It is indeed: owing: to the fatal neglect with 
| this, that many ſeem to conſider the power of aequiring 
wealth, ene to honour and preferment in the 
world, or the application neceſſary to proeure a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence for- themſelves and connexions, 


«. ſhall we do to be ſaved ? Wherewithal ſhall we come 
r 8 u ng: woo. Auer before «the 


« andwherewical lte be-clothed ?” Our Vlefſed 
npaſſionate-Saviour, however,-who beſt;knows + 

our ate and deſtination, the nature of our Work, 
and the diligence, care, and activity reqibte to the 
right performance of it, is of a quite different mind: 
Je, inſtead. of allowing theſe objects a rational com> _ 
tion, much leſs: à decided preference, puts the 
weighty queſtion, What ſhall it profit a man if he 
« hall gain the whole world, and loſe (hishaw 
« ſoul * 2 Here the gain, though great, would be 
Werden and: momentary.;. but the loſs immenſe, - 
rreparable. Hence do we find our application 


WM | 60 bling .““ Give diligence; to make your calling 
%, and election ſure t. — « Strive to enter in at the 
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as the great, if not the ſole buſineſs of life. Hence, 4 


to . in its . and n ester in Shel: 
« Work eine own Wendt with fear gba HRa 
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98 «center in „ bur fall not be able *. 3446 Labour for- 
* that Fray which endureth unto everlaſting. life, 
e which the Son of man ſhall give unto you f. 

e Walk while re have the light, leſt darkneſs come 
Wu; upon you 1. All this our Lord enforces by his 
__ own: example, and by - this. weighty. eonfideration,. 
tua comet 1; when no man can work g.“ 
riſtian life is; in ſeripture; compared' to 
a @ Face, a fight, a warfare; all which denote; not 
only the formidable enemies, and powerful oppoſi- 
tion we muſt encounter; but alſo the diligence, 2 | 

and er wem es on our * hn in in order to von- 
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5 vid biden eee truſt 
count of them may be then given in with ah: not. 
with grief? hile ſo often, and by ſuch "vari 
means 3 to work in our Lord's vineyard, let us 
bewar ſtanding all the day idle in the mar tet place 

ck, A. as Chitin, is great and imp 

allotted to perform it ſhort and uncertain: 

u of us the day is already far ſpent, the 

| hadows of the evening. mg cos ont,” "and the long: 


"+, egy: . outs . A 


1 ' Luke viii. 24. * + Jabs. Vis ar. . John x xi. TY 


— f . * 


8. 


5 


— 


2 * 5 
. 4 
* 


© * 


* 


8 
EL 
— 


8 8 


8 
2 : 
0 — * 


fr 4 0 We 


7 


ow 


night of: death at bund“ Se . 
w lay afide every weight, and the fins which do mor 
eaſily beſet us and to run the race that is ſet beſors 


us, relying on his b. eee 
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nnen to do. 
Short and uncertain, however; as ly period/s 
our preſent exiſtence is, yet is ——— 
wed us to prepare for erernity, and ſecure our hap- 
pineſs in it. View man merely as the creature of a 
day, and that ſtrange queſtion will involve no im- 
propriety,. . Wherefore haſt” thou made all- men in 
vain'*2” Even an angel, if bis exiſteneg was confin- 
ed to the ſame narrow limits, would ſcarce” deferve 
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merely: 26 arne bf this wothly and:deſtined' to 


26. Al part for a few. days ont the ſtage of life, finks * 
into-littleneſs and nothing; but extend his being and 
proſpect to a ſtate of endleſs. duration, and hear 
onoe appears in his native dignity — 
ances The period of our preſent life may, as in 
eripture,. be juſtly called the days of our vanity, 0 
our vain days g yet, when viewed as a ſtate of pre- 
paration for eternity, they appear big with the moſt 
intereſting oonſequences. As the ſeed· time to the: 

ſo is this life to the next g- for we are e 
preſoly adured, «That as we now ſow, weiſhall here⸗ 
« after reap both in kind«and degree . The whole: 
of our conduct here, like ſo much ſeed ſown in che 
ground, though it may be now out of view and for- 
gotten, yet will ſpring up in the unſeen world; either 
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in it, and alſo its intimate connexion with his un 


10 and uncertainty of his preſent ſtate of er- / 


alterable condition beyond the grave, and neceſſ 
aduence upon it. He does not, like the fool in in the 
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t, in — Providence, to ſee the be- 9 
year, and that in ſuch comfort 


L Lble circumſtances ;. while, during the courſe of the , 


preceding one, many of our fellow- creatures, wp "8p 
ſome. of them, perhaps, our intimate acquaintance; | Þ 
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Gall we too, in return, rec . 0 others this laſt 
office of humanity ?- With 1. 5 propriety, then, may 
nl of us adopt the pathetic addreſs of Moſes in the 
text, Lord, « ſo teach us to number? . Our in- 
ducements to improve the day of our merciful viſita- 
tion, and give all diligence t6-make-our calling and 
election ſure, that we may attain the well-founded 
hope of eternal life, are many and powerful. The 
ſubject under conſideration, in every view we can” 
take of it, clearly inculcates this important lei 
How inexcuſable our prevailing inattention to the 


blind preference to thoſe of a preſent world; whiles- 
almoſt every ſurrounding object may ſerve to remind 
us of aur frailty; and mortality? The very works „ 
nature are our conſtant monitors, and have a lan- 
Fguage in the ear of reaſon, Every revolving ſeaſon 
ee OG picture of the inſtability of out be. 
ſpoof, autumn; ſucceeded by the deſolations of 
winter, the lively emblem of old age and death! 
Hlath not man too! his ſeaſons, and theſe in ver 
quick ſueeeſſion ? How ſoon is the period of child- oi ; 
hood and youth exchanged for the vigour of man- oi 9 4 
hood and that again for the infirmities of old ages. «1/2318 
Few, comparitively few indeed, unite all theſe in 
the ſhort ſpan of their exiſtence! How often is the 5 f 
N . ren the very ſpring or dawn of © 5 
{pes blaſted? Few reach 
mieridian, adds Gall fewer. FEUTS| td: its evening 
a Toe moſt their ſun} goes down ere noon, and 1 
happy, if to riſe ee cles © 125 5 de. : 
ment regions. How weng reſemble; aber of, n__ 
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Brethren, an end of which we ſhit woven vis e "i 


ing queſtions apply to each of us? — What have I yet 
done to anſwer this important end? Hath it been 
my chief concern hitherto, to ſerve and glorify God 


KN . 
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berleſs unmerited favours? Is it with me matter of 


thoughtleſsly to ſlip beyond recal? Does this wax. 1 


to the world, while it is yet day 1 Happy the man 95 "i I 


own conſcience, as in the ſight of God. He may 


out fear of diſappointment, of ſoon entering upon a 
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to glorify our God and Saviour by all the fruits of 


faith, love, and holy obedience, and to ſecure the per- "a 


ſection and happineſs of our nature in the complete 


"——_— 
. ner” 
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' reſemblance, and eternal fruition of him? Does this 4 


compriſe the ſum of our duty, and the whole of our 1 
felicity? With what propriety, then, do che follows. 


with my ſoul and body, which are his? to advance 
in conformity to his divine i image, and meetneſs for 
his immediate preſence? Do I count life chiefly va- 0 
luable, and its enjoyments chiefly: to be deſired, that ĩ 
thereby I may have an opportunity of promoting his 
glory, and teſtifying my grateful ſenſe of his num- 


deep regret and frequent lamentation, that, in time 1 
paſt, I have in ſo many inſtances diſhonoured him N A 
and acted in direct oppolifion to the great ends f 
my exiſtence ? to reflect that I have ſuffered ſo many So 
precious opportunities of doing-and receiving good, 1 A 


en my regret and ſorrow, excite to greater diligence 
in my Chriſtian calling, and make me more ſolicit- 6 
ous to work the work of him who hath ſent me in⸗ 


who can anſwer theſe and the like queſtions to bis 
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indulge the pleaſing and heart-animating hope, with- of þ | 


ſtate of being, where the vieiſſitudes of day and night 
of ſummer and winter are unknown; where his ſun + 
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3 x mall n no more go down, nor his moon 'w 
. . | ſhining; for the Lord himſelf ſhall be his everlaſting . L 
= . Ube, and the orc beg his preſent warfare and mourn- 

of Ay ing ſhall be ended. Though his way thither lies 
Ae chat dreary region of horror and deſolation, 
over which the king of terrors extends his vaſt em- 
=. . pire, yet need he fear no evil; for the great Shep-- _ 
3 I 4 herd of Ifrael- will protect him with his regal rod 
2 1 the ſceptre of his kingdom, and with his paſtoral | 
of © Ralf ſupport and direct his ſteps, till he paſs ee 
wee the gloomy agd dreaded vale, and cabal a ar- 
Five on that celeffial mount, where John, in viſion, 
aw the Lamb ſtanding, with'a great multitude re- 

deemed from the earth, who were employed in cele- 

dee his praiſe in a facred ſong that thall be for e- , 
ver new. Happy they who ſo number and improve 
„ their days on earth, as to paſs theſe. of unceaſing ages 
4 1 Emanuel's land! Such is the certain happy pro- 
* | Het of TE oe {6 oe} weſt bo” | 1287 1 en * nt 
8 Bur vil ay hot! har ey permit us to 51 po! 
EFT chat there are not ſome preſent, who, ſo far from be- 
4 ing able to anſwer the above and ſimilar queſtions 
1 O 3 19 in the affirmative, would be forced to own, upon a 
| . Bie attention to their prevailing temper and prac- 
5 "tice hitherto, that their chief concern hath: been a- 
*3 bout the comforts' and accommodations of the preſent 
Z tate; what, in the language of our Lord, they ſhould 
*y * 5 ent, what they ſhould drink, and wherewithal they 
| . . ſhould be clothed? The anxious cares, trivial pur- 
V Bet 8 and periſhing enjoyments of this paſſing ſcene 
| of things have both engroſſed and exhaviſted thei F 
I | 18 1 time, and activity, while religion, chat 
w ornament. of. Lawn e e nee - nor - 
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one ſhape or other, forms their ruling paſſion and 
5 acdtusting principle, while the concerns of religion 
and eternity are treated not merely with indifference, 
but a kind of ſovereign contempt. If ſuch number 
| their days at all, reflect upon their precarious, and 


n duration, one would be ready to e g N : 


this only led them to adopt the-Epicure's maxim 
Let us eat, drink, and be merry; for to-morrow we. 
die, — make the beſt of our preſent enjoyments, . 
cauſe a ſingle day may rob us of them, and put this- 
out of our power for ever. Strange concluſion indeed 
from ſuch premiſſes !—Put what ſhall the latter end. 
of theſe things be? Sure none of us can once ima» 
gine, that God ſent us · into this world for no higher- © 
end than to provide for the wants of a dying body,, 
to purſue, with unwearied application, the airy, phan- 
toms. of honour, pleaſure, and. wealth, the trinity 
which the men thereof worſhip ;. that,. qu eBags 
a fe days or years in a vain ſhew, and veting|our- 
ſelyes to no valuable purpoſe, wo ſhould then return. 
to our original duſt, like the b s that periſnl Un- 
happy, indeed, and wretched: Ne perſon's condition, 
though earth ſhould hail him her happieſt ſon, whoſe 
diſpoſitions and courſe of life render reflection on the 
paſt a burden, and the proſpect of the future a ter- 

- Forgwho. cannot. abide the accuſations and re- 
roaches of his own mind, and at the fame. time 
dreads the deciſive ſentence of that God who i is nom 


N his immediate witneſs, and will ſoon prove his im- 


oof our own 1e We aud biafſed 
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"a true eke ſo far from: claiming their chief at- : 
tention, as the principal buſineſs of life, hath been 
either totally neglected or conſidered merely as a bye- 
work, | Nay, perhaps, in addition to this, the gratifi- 
cation of their. corrupt appetites and propenſions, in 
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28 they: ares now: Findems: us, phe can we PRE com. 
fidence towards that God who is greater than our 
hearts, and knoweth all things—knoweth grounds of 
condemnation to which we never adverted, or ex- 
i: to be acquitted at his enlightenied tribunal ? Such 
of you as have reaſon to fear that God is yet your e. 
. - _nemy;. and that you are unprepared to meet him in 
* judgment, be reconciled to him quickly, while you 
are in the way with him, leſt at any time he deli- 
ver you to the judge, and the judge deliver you to 
the officer, and you be. caſt into priſon, whence ye 
mall by no means come out till ye have paid the 
uttermoſt farthing * . Such is the friendly counſel MF 
of him who beſt knows the value of your ſouls, of ; 
fs "that ſalvation you. have till now neglected, and the 
1 * be: 1 extent of that miſery to which you are yet expoſed; 
and dul regard it, for your life is in it. If wanting 
to. yourlelyes in the uſe of theſe means which God 
| hath put in your power, in order to ſecure an inte- 
reſt in the Lord Jeſus, as exhibited in the goſpel, 
will not ſuch neglect make you quite inexcuſable, 
and vindieate the procedure of juſtice in puniſhing 
Jou with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of 
3 - the Lord? Countleſs millions, once in ſimilar cir- 
3 | 1 cumſtances with the worſt of us, have heretofore, on 
naais invitation, come into his houſe,, ws entermined, 
at his table, and are now ſaved by him with an ever- 
laſting ſalvation; and yet there is room. All our 
needs and grievances he is able, yea willing to re- 
Areſs and ſupply, and chat according to his riches in 
_ glory, by Chriſt Jeſus ; fo that the moſt vile and un- 
N 1 A . 52 : ny need not deſpair, if only willing to have. 
= | thei? * and N of him in all his e offices. , 
˙ꝑ 5 Meck 7.25 EY : * 1 
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hath ſaid for his ſake, and it ſhall. be given you free- 
ly : 4 Seek, and ye ſhall find: knock, and it ſhall be 


0 opened unto you. For every one that [thus] aſk- 


« eth receiveth : and he that ſeeketh findeth: and to 
t him that knocketh 2% door of mercy ſhall be open- 
ed. Theſe are the words of him that cannot lie, 


| or diſappoint the hopes of- thoſe who truſt in him. 


4 4 


Alk but i in ; faith, in the name of Lee, or believing 5 
the veracity of the promiſer, that he will do as he 


But reſt aſſured, ſhould you remain deaf to the voice 


of reaſon, religion, and conſcience, neglect to num- 
ber your days, forget your latter end, and the ſcenes 


which ſucceed it, that ye may purſue the world, or 


g indulge the pleafures of ſin and ſenſe with greater 


eaſe, that for theſe things God will bring you into 


judgment, and aſſign you your final portion with 


hypocrites and unbelievers. If ſuch be the conduct 
and end of all ungodly men, who would not exclaim, 


: « My. ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret, into 


their aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united 


«with them? Gather not, O Eord, my ſoul with 


«© finners; but let me die the death of the righteous, 
& and let my laſt end be like his.” Let me conclude 


in the words of the pious king of Ifrael, which, win 
_thoſe in the text, ſhould form a part of our daily re- | * 


queſts, «Lord; make us to know our end, and the mea. 
« ſure of our days,. what it is, that we may learn to 


know how frail we are; enlighten our eyes, leſt - 


«we fleep the ſleep of death: And fo teach us to 


number our days, that we way ply our if ee 
; '& . wildom.“ 5 TN 
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THE BENEFIT or is 


De ore: requeſt in the text come 3 n 
- mended to one and all of us?—a requeſt at all times 
ble on occaßons of Kaen 


 fuitable,] . e {eaſt on: 


I nature. : BY. q 
8 in a Former diſcourſe, FREY in your 


b on a ſimilar occaſion, conſidered what may 


be implied in the exerciſe of numbering our days, 


which Moſes prays in the text to be taught; I now 
00 onto ſhew the happy influence of that exerciſe 


Hooters our temper and conduct, as ſuggeſted i in the 
latter clauſe, That we may apply our heart unto 
* wiſdom.” ——But, before I proceed directly to this; 


3 * © oY.” it may not be improper to conſider what the term 


0 - ; 7 


- wiſdom, in chis connexion, may intend; and offer a- 

oughts-in illuſtration of it. While our atten» | 
Wi is confined to a ſubjeQ in which we are all ſo 
rn intereſted, may the good. Lord direct to what 
ix calculated to inſtruct and edify,—to impreſs the 


u and regulate the practice; frag for allt _ 


nd n W en 1 


wh 


ES , * 


enen in its more „n ee d 7 
note 8. that prudence and diſcretion by which a per- 
hari enabled to diſcern what is fit to be done, and 
. alſo the moſt proper means and'ſeaſons of doing it. 

: * his far excels that mere knowledge, h ever valu- 
able in itſelf; which reſpects only the l 


- ſtanding or conception of certain trutlis and facts; 


for wiſdonr implies the proper application of theſe 
gulation of our temper, paſſions, and con- 
1h; actording to the different relations and circum . 
antes in which we may he placed in providence... 
- It properly conſiſts in propoſing to ourſelves the beſt 
43 * 9 80 _ the ron e 11 meam for 
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"NUMBER! e g oon bars * 
te nnd ſecuring theſe a+  Hleres however; 
as alſo elſewhere in ſcripture, it evidently. imports, 
univerſal piety, or the practice of true religion, as 
embraced in its life and power; —conſidered as a ſer⸗ 
vice every way wiſe and rational in ittelf, and highly © 
intereſting and beneficial i in its effects. As expreſ-' 
five of this, the- Apoſtle James deſigns. it, % The wiſe 
te dom that is from above *;” a conſideration, which, 
while it evinces its Ale and importance; alſo 
teaches our inſinite obligationꝭ to the grace and good- 


derives its origin from heaven, fo is it alſo intended, 
and, in its obſervance, admirably fitted, through the 
divine bleſſing, to qualify men for the noble ſervices 
and refined enjoyments of that f| ublime-abode. Is not 
' this then the trueſt wiſdom of a lapſed reafonable 
Weg og enemies being judges? e 
In this ſenſe we are probably to nba: gs 
here Job deſeribes its ſuperior excellence, and: in- 
troduces God himſelf as thus addreſſing man, 44 Be- 


&« hold, the fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom +. The : "* 


fear of the Lord is often put for the whole of reli- 


gion, as compriſing a moſt eſſential part of it; and ia . | 2 A 


here termed bi,, which applies no leſs to its 
practice than its doctrines and precepts, both- chen 


bear evident marks and ſignatures of infinite wiſdom. 


= is added, for the ſame reaſon, (To depart: from 

> the: negative. part of its happy and inſepar- 
ae ones, 4 18 underſtanding. 10 intends, 
ing the ſame thing, her ways are ſaiq to be ways 
of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace; while the. 
. 10 e AO, of and ee 


e „ * James il, 17. 175 t Job . a. e 
| « : ; N 5 E Fa ; 2% Ed no 9 Fe, 5 s 
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neſs ef God for it. As it deſcends from above, rr 
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the method of our recovery FUR mY 7 9 
ches and miſery, and being completely ſaved by him, ns oY 
for his ſake; of our duty to God, to our fellow men, 
and ourſelves; and the manner in which i it ſhould a” "2M 
in order to its acceptance of our preſent 5 3 
S8 Tut N 83 af” the knowledge N 12 
of all this is intereſting to our peace and comfort 
in time, and happineſs through eternity; then true TTY 
religion, in which all this and more is revealed, ma, 
— utmoſt propriety, be deſigned: dom.—— 3 
Our blefſed Saviour is termed the evi/dom- of God 


6. 
* 8 


prob iy becauſe he hath revealed in his word theſe ' | 


ner, 


— 


* 


3111 


doctrines of true and undefiled religion, which are 773 iq 


the refult and diſplay of infinite rte and eon 1 
tain diſcoveries of the laſt importan — 320 
aud future felicity. Such Ade office as fach- 
Fully declare theſe, may, with an inſpired writer, ad- 1 4 


x. 
oy 4 
4 
IP e 
; £5 


< 


* 


* 


gn. dreſs their hearers, We have not followed cunnitigly © "ON 
he: deviſed fables,” when we made known unto Jou the 1 | 


'We 7. ee among them 5 3 


- that are perfect; yet not the wiſdom of this ond, vl 4 
vor of ; yore f. ue of this" world, that cometh to 
eak ARE wiſdom of God in\a'my= 1 q 
iſdom which God ordained. 0 1 4 
'orid our glory f. While the ſelf-a- tþ ll 
rines of the croſs of Chriſt, *in Which this . oy 
_ heavenly wifdom is revealed from faith to faith; prez. 35 3 
ved to the felf-righteous Jews a ſtumbling- block, and - DN % bs 
+ {PIGS to the nee e zeſs; to them 


'% 


: KY 8 | : * 4 5 N * | 8 
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3 A 3 8 Thoſe who avowedly reject divine revelation, or, 


nion its; doQtrines as may beſt comport with their 


fion, that a deceived heart had led them aſtray; that 
the wiſdom in which-they truſted, and of which they 
5 ede their boaſt, was not from above, but originated 
from a quite. -oppolite quarter, and ' natively tended. 
chither. This wiſdom which is from above may 
appear to the learned Greeks, and thoſe who tread in 
their ſteps, fooliſhneſs; yet will ſhe be juſtified of all 
her children; while thoſe who eſpouſe that wiſdom 
- which ſets. itſelf in oppoſition to the goſpel, and. is 
employed to ſubvert it, do hereby announce them- 
| ſelves his children, ho, when he ſpeaketh a lie, 
& ſpeaketh of his on; for he is a liar, and the fa. 
& they of it *.” Religion and morality are on the 
de of the qolpel, not indeed as expounded by ſome, 
1 b as contained in the facred writings; for ſcep- 
Geiler, infidelity, and errors, which ſap the founda- 
tions of Chriſtianity, corrupt the heart, poiſon all the 
' ſptings of action, and, like the dead by in the box of 
precious ointment, render the moſt ſpecious acts of 
' NO deteſtable in the Gght « of God. Thoſe who 
diſclaim revelation altogether, and thoſe who attempt 
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> * 1 


by 


y bs | 5 8 6 as . 1 
5 hug viii. 44. 8 
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power of God and the wiſdom of God to ſalvation. 


Profeſſing to admit its authenticity, model and fa- 


own pre-conceived opinions, may deem themſelves 
viſe, —wiſe enough indeed to correct the dictates of 
heaven, and pronounce upon them with a magiſte- 
3 air; yet Will it one day appear, to their confu- 


1 4 3 to ,expound it by the maxims of carnal wiſdom, or 4 
| _ * to e ſtandard of unſenAlified e are 5 
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| brethren i in iniquity—both ſubſerving the 3 We 
only with this difference, that the former are onen 
and avowed in their attacks, but the latter covert and 
undermining—like Judas, who betrayed his maſter 15 
with a kiſs. Of both it may in general be juſtly ſaid, 
that it is an honour to genuine Chriſtianity to have 
ſuch for its oppoſers; for, by their very oppoſition to | 
it, they afford no mean. proof of its divine original; 
and hereby they fulfil what it has foretold. It is not 
vithout reaſon that our Lord exhorts us to be-on. our 


ed. "of humility, meekneſs, piety, and innocence, that 
ay they may the more eaſily make a prey and a gain of 
in the unwary; but are inwardly. ravening wolves, the 
all very reverſe of what they profeſs to be, and the root- 
m 

is 

N- 

ez 


1 ed foes of the life and power of godlineſs, and of 
is thoſe who ſeem to poſſeſs them; for of ſuch there is 


the utmoſt need to beware: Wolves are the greateſt 3 


enemies the ſheep have; yet a flock of theſe might 


"NUMBERING ov? pars. TI * 


ey guard againſt falſe prophets, or teachers, who come 33 
Dy to us in ſheeps clothing *; with ſpecious appearances ' | 


* 


be. be committed, with equal hope of ſafety, to the keep- 
e ing of a number of wolves, as immortal ſouls to the 
care of ſuch teachers. The Apoſtle, in his uſual ex- 
"I preſſive manner, deſcribes ſuch, Men of corrupt 
os < minds, reprobate concerning the faith ; ” who alſo 
e reſiſt the truth, and that with all their pretences to 
"18 candour, to the love of truth and goodnefs. Theſe 
. carry their hatred of the truth and oppoſition to it 2 
"4 - fatal-length indeed, who. artfully employ their rea- 
E ſon, that talent given them in truſt to occupy till 
* their Lord and Maſter come to call them to an ac 


NG N to rob chat Lord ow his Deity, and the Such 


* Math. vii. I 5- 1 2 Tim. i iii, 8. 
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15 | at al 18 of ſalvation: from his death. Wat ? he 
15 Apoſtle ſays of his reſurrection, may, with the utmoſt 


5 propriety, be applied to his Divinity, „If Chriſt be 75 
483 not riſen,” if he be not in very truth the co-efſen- * 

; ; tial and co-eternal Son of God, * our preaching : P 
40 is vain, and your faith is alſo vain ye are yet in * 
3 40 your fins. Then they alſo which are fallen a- 1 
ww ce ſleep i in Chriſt are periſhed *.” * Thoſe who in this 4 
ülfgfe entertain hopes of ſalvation through him, are 
1 ; « of all. men moſt miſerable,” as being i in a little to 15 4 
EE be the moſt miſerably diſappointed. The Apoſtles 58 
3 108 I too, and all who have fince followed their example, ; N 


and adhered to their doctrine, are found falſe wit- 
neſſes for God. What one of them has recorded on 
chis head, for our direction and admonition, well 
A metrits our deep regard et Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, 
ft 5 et and abideth not in the doctrine of Chriſt,” which 
muuſt doubtleſs imply the doctrine of his Supreme 


Deity and atoning death that foundation- ſtone laid A 
in Zion, that rock againſt which the gates of hell P 
| Hall never prevail, «-hath not God ;” that is, he is T 
an athieiſt : © he that abideth in the doctrine of Chriſt, 


| 5 * 5 5 ee he hath both the Father and the Son.” To ſhew Þ 
"his zeal for the truth as in Chriſt, his utter deteſta= { 
tion of ſuch fatal perverſion of it, and the extreme ; 8 
guilt and danger of thoſe who abet that perverſion, N 
he adds, If there come any unto you, and bring not "1 
« this doctrine, receive him not into your houſe, 

neither bid him God ſpeed; for he that biddeth 

115 « him God ſpeed is partaker of his evil deeds f. 
The phraſe, Neither bid him God ſpeed, that is, pray 
not for ſucceſs: to 18818 3 or a Wenn on = labours, | 


WE: 1 Cor. av. 17. 18. Tr 2 Joy 9- 10. 11. 
V _ inplia . 
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. much more than is expreſſed; It is equiva- _ 
lent to a command, enjoining all Chriſtians to pray 
to the great Lord of the vineyard, that he would root _ | 
up theſe noxious plants which are not of the Father's 
planting, —a command enforced by a very weighty xx 
ſanction. May we not then ſay, with the beloved 
John here, oh Many deceivers are entered into the > 
. world, who confeſs. not that Jeſus Chriſt is come 1 


are « in the fleſh ?”—who confeſs not that Jeſus is in ve- 

to ry deed the Son of God. 51 « Thus þ is a deceiver 22555 an 

Hes 400 antichriſt, Mein Ts 
ple, + Becauſe the Deity of FY Son, the vicarious nature — 
vit⸗ 3 of his ſufferings, and other important doctrines of the "527 
is. - Chriſtian ſyſtem, are incomprehenſible to the reaſon 

„en of man in the preſent ſtate, muſt they therefore be 

”y pronounced abſurd, contrary to reaſon, inconſiſtent 9 
P T with the perfection of the divine nature, and the like? 4 
#7 With ſome, to be above the inveſtigation of reaſon; = 
* i and to be unreaſonable, inconſiſtent, and morally im- 0 
el! poſſible, are convertible propoſitions. Theſe, how- EY 
215 ever, are materially different, though often and igno- _} 
it, rantly confounded. So to reaſon with reſpect to the 


My | phenomena of the natural world, would argue a per- -. "| 
da. ſeon a very Pitiful ſelf. eonceited philoſopher, though _ p 
ſome deem it an eſſential charaQeriſtic of a pms di- 


ny vine, and candid i inquirer after truth. 3 
FEA 3 Right reaſon is no doubt to be nn 28 the. ; 
fe, Sit and voice of God, and allowed its proper pro- a 
th vince with reſpect to religion; but what is this proud 
T4 idol, which, under the uſurped title of reaſon, ſets at 
ay ; | defiance the armies of the Almighty ; and, to allude 
gs to the words of Jacob's ſons, deals with the doQtrines. 


of his word as with a harlot | —corrupting their pu- 5 
"eb and elan them to the baſeſt of f 


Ar BRETIr er 


b een of human applauſe, the a4 = - 
being thought wiſer: than others, and; of courſe, the 
perverſion of the truth and power, of genuine Chri. . A 
Mianity, and the advancement of the intereſts of error ; 
and. oy: ; that is, in other worde, of Satan's «2 


1 


= kingdom! 
=, The o6bhet that Sichel nes mer wity dignify | 
Voith titles, but in Chriſt's kingdom he is the tail“; he 
.- ſhall have neither part nor lot in it, but be caſt out 5 
as that which giveth offence,. worketh abomination. g 
and maketh a lie: © If the ſalt have loſt his ſavour, 8 

© -& wherewith ſhall it be ſalted ? it is thenceforth good. 1 
5 cc for nothing, but to be caſt out, and to be troden . 
7 « under foot of men +. What is faid at the cloſe of We 


tze ſacred canon, Jultly applies to the whole inſpired. 
Folume, If any man ſhall add unto theſe things,. 125 
God ſhall add unto him the plagues that are writ- og 
1 be ten in this book: and if any man ſhall take away: 4 
44 from the words of the book of this prophecy, Gd MI © 
= ſhall take away his part out of the bodk of fe, and ; 
s out of the holy city, and from the things which are 8 
En e written in this book +.” Let all venders of error * 

And damnable hereſies here read their doom, and: J 
tremble What dots Paul ſay with regard to thoſe: 

who in his day troubled the faithful, and would per- 

vert the goſpel of Chriſt? Why, he ſays, and repeats. ü 
it, „Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach MW - 
3 7 « any other goſpel unto you, than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accurſed. If | 
4 any man preach any other goſpel unto you, than MW 
5 bo 4 that ye have received, let him be accurſed h. | 
Wich what care er thould we as Solomon's. 2 


. ix. . + Math. . . < Rev. xxii ; 18, 19 1 
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tion is expreſſing their grateful veneration for the memo-- 


not be thought capable to Cr enemies! Many a good 


#6 hunible and degride him vid a wtheſs, by alle. f 


"08 * wn es godlinels;"God » was manifeſted in the 
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l to ) his 3 as we works: not ee to abet 
"hin ws ſins, and ſo. become ſharers at length in 
their plagues: « Ceaſe, my ſon; to hear the inſtruc-- © 
« tion that cauſeth to err: from the words of know- Fl 
_« ledge.” Prov. xix, 27.- . 
I hope this digreſſion, to Sh the ſubject id 2 
oertain Circumſtance. * ee, * 1 be eaſily — 
8 excuſed. 9 


* A 1 eee entitled, 4 Prot) B. | 


— 


marks, when tranſeribing this diſeourſe. While the na- 


ry of that illuſtrious inſtrument, employed by — © 
in effecting our happy Revolution, how amazing that i in- 
dividuals ſhould be found, and-theſe too of when very 
different things might be expected, who employ all their: 
talents and addrei$ in depreciating the character, and de - 

- grading the effential konours of an infinitely greater De- 
 hverer! Might it not be very naturally expected, that - 
ven the principle of common gratitude would wehen ed. I 
to verge; if- poſſible, to the oppoſite extreme? "Should, © *: + 99 
fuck be our kindnefs'to our beſt: Friend, of what: may we 


and godlike work hath he ſhewn' them fem the 3 
and many a kind and important office hath he perform- 
ed for them; for which of theſe do they ſo requite him? 
Never yet, 1 perſuade myſelf, did any regret in a dying 
hour, r a ing thought too highly of him, or expect- 
ed too much from him; While contfary ſentiments are- 
well known to have often Klled men with dread and re- 
morſe, at the near proſpect af appearing before God. Did he, 
though the effential heir of all things, humble himſelf ane 
become poor, that we might be exalted and enriched for 3 by J 
ever? How baſely ungrateful then, to take occafion thence ; 


ed efforts of (criticiſm, and fubtile refinements. of meta- 
Phyſical diſtinctions! and that at the expence of cbm. 
_ fenfe, ſcripture, and the moſt important intereſts of man- 
kind Without controverſy, ſays the Apoſtle, great 
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em“ Not * i you wal bs - ls 8 
li the doctrine of ſome Jearned Rabbies be true; for what 


great myſtery is it to ſee a creature; ſuppoſe him ever ſo . 
1 dignified and exalted, manifeſted in the fleſh; one in 

= . whom it would be robbery to claim equality with God, 
and to whom that term can apply only by way of ac- 


= ; 1 ,commodation, i in an inferior ſenſe, or as the Father's ſub- 
itute. It is obvious the Apoſtle had not ſo learned 
Clhriſt, elſe he had never uttered ſuch an exclaĩmation; 
and, indeed, it is evident from his writings, that his di- 
vinity was materially different from what many learned 
do ctors would ſince palm upon the ere Poke OLE any be 
= - afraid of exceeding, in attributing too much honour to 1 
us: as if hereby they derogated from the honour due to the 
* 5 1 ather, when they hear it required, Fhat all men ſhould. 
3 . . © ©”. honour the Son as they honour the Father; that the an- 
; gels of Ged ſhould worſhip. him. If Chriſt be only 4a 
5 be. 8 e being united to our nature, as as ſome affect 
td. tell us; nay, if he be not God in very deed, poſſeſſec 
of every ellential perfection of Deity equally with the Fa- 
| ther (for in the divine eſſence there can be no ſubordi- 
E nate perſon or God) He, who is jealous of his honour, 
5 3 - and will by no means give it to another, or admit a 
A . " val, is introduced by the ſacred writers, enjoining an- 
gels and men to commit idolatry; that is, to violate his 
don law, and inſult his ſacred Majeſty, by ſetting up an 
idol of jealouſy before his very face, and. falling down to 
”” worlhip it! If Socinus and his. diſciples are the ic 540 
tb Charch univerſal hath prafiiſca idolatry fince the 
E - comniencement of time; and, what is till more ſtrange, | | 
mi the expreſs approbation of him who forbids. i it upon 
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paid of incurring his higheſt diſpleaſure! Men may in- 
_ 1880 deny, bi the devils themſelves believe and own 
= - .: .the'Deity of Ehriſt, and tremble at the proſpect of his. 
ee ae Thoſe who worſhip Meſſiah, and yet do nuf 
=. believe hira to be the true M— ſupreme over all, 'can- 
4 19 1 1 not, by any ſophiſtry whatever, evade the charge of ido- 
* | htry; ; Ss ageing . rd on 9 point i . 
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al who are on the Lord's fide. ſhould. embrace aa: | 
pry ee. in ne lifting: up tre = 
„ 1 Rand 3 f 1 
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ſounded; all this fins al ho we read in the Old Tek. 4 4 
tament, who confided in him for falvation, and the whole 0 8 3 
Church triumphant, whoſe exercife is repeatedly deſerib- Po 
ed in the book of Revelation, are found aſcribing glory, 
- honour, dominion, power, and worſhip to another than 
the true God ; that is, to a creature ! If we may, hows 
ever, reſt affured, that thoſe who were under the imme- _ , 
diate guidance and inſpiration of the Spirit, aud thoſe _ - 
"who are now perfect in glory, join in aſcribing divine” - 
honours to the Son, it is evident they believe 3-4 to be 
the Moſt High God; and the Wert. records, in the moſt. 
expreſs terms, aſcertain both. Muſt not a ſcheme, then, 
which natively, yea neceſſarily involves ſuch conſequen 
ces, be unſcriptural, not to > ſubverſive of the gear: 8 
object of a divine revelation ? © + 
Fora perſon to devote himſelf 80 wihs Seube 
God 23 muſt be allowed to be a ſolemn act of vor- 
ſhip; and yet, does not he himſelf enjoin this rite on alk. 
his en Were he at the ſame time conſcious, that mn 
he was no more than polite apoſtates fi from the faith would 
make him, who can juſtify. him in enjoining the admini- 
and reception of that ſolemn rite in his oum name, 
"as well as in that of the Father? An honeft man, ſhould. 
he find himſelf miſunderſtood in a matter which nearly . 
_ concerned thoſe he addreſſed, would think himſelf bound 
in duty to fet them right: Vet, according to the enemies 
of our Lord's Divinity, the Jews egregiouſly miſtook hi 
reaſoning, when they inferred from it, that, being man, 
he made himſelf equal with God; and, eee, 
he ſays nothing to undeceive them, or correct their mi. 
take. How ſhall we reconcile this piece of MR - 5 
conduct (for ſuch ĩt muſt have been on their principles) 9 
1 to that character with which they themſelves are 'pleaſed - __ 1 I 
I to compliment Jeſus, as an eminently holy perſon, a faith- 5 
55 ful witneſs for truth, and a friend and lover of mankind? 
Muſt not the prot Stephen have entertained ve= | _ 
xy different ſentiments of the Son of God, from theſe re-. i 
| Feat) e e wht our r rationaliſts, when he 
ee, 
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135 3 5 his laſt moments, his 1 ſo irit into- 
his hands, which cannot be denied to be one of the high- 
cot acts of truſt and worſhip? If he was miſtaken with. 


reſpect to the object of his truſt, our faith and hope 
are vain; and miſtaken he muſt have been, if their princi- 


ples are juſt and ſcriptural? —If Jeſus is not allowed 
dio be, very God, how can. we juſtify- the wiſdom of. 

= - he; Father in ordaining him the ſupreme judge of- the 
world, of the thoughts, words,, and actions of every in- 


di vidual of the human race, from-whoſe ſentence there 


lies no appeal, and the execution of which the united 


efforts of men and angela cannot ward off? His mind 


muſt be ſtrangely warped by prejudice, who does not ſee 
and acknowledge, that the r of this im- 


portant. function neceſſarily requires the incommunicable 


5 Rerfections of Deity, Upon the ſuppofition that Jeſus 
does not poſſeſs theſe, would he not be as inadequate to 


an object of ſuch infinite magnitude and importance, as a: 


Bttle child would be: to preſide in the ſupreme council 


of the nation !. What earthly; ſovereign would act a part 


o imprudent and impolitic, in filling up any ſubordinate 
ent · of government,, as the. Socinian potheſis - 
makes the alt-wiſe God act, in an affair which-{o highly 
Honcerns the glory of all hisperfeQions; the honour of his 
moral adminiſtration, and the happineſs of his intelligent 
creatures? Sure the abettors of that hypotheſis; with all 

* . __ , their pretended: zeal for the honour of the Father, can 


never, on their ſcheme of doctrine, vindicate bis wiſdom: 


and equity in appointing Chriſt the judge of all. Let the 
_ _ blame-and-guilt of aſcribing ſuch weakneſs to God light 
95 where 1 it is due; for the doctrine of the orthodox on this 


5 5 head is perfectly conſiſtent with itſelf, and tends, in e- 


1 
3 
* 3 


very reſpect, to diſplay all the attributes of Deity to the 


> kigbeft advantage. The Pfalmiſt telis us, That God: 
1 himſelf is judge; and yet Chriſt expreſily aſſures us, 
| That « the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment to the Son.” Here Socinus and his fol- 
e take one. PO OR to hes the judge * 


Is. 
AE. ; | ; _ | 7 ; a ö e 


8 
a 7 


"At ARE 


r . * F | * « : 7 * 
Dy "; : . 19 r; $ * = „ "His. q 5 *" * 
, Oo 8; £1 TI FL . 4 1 . , 6; IT * : : 13 > if =; 
"4 FS TY — . . 2305 14's, * #1 : 5 * 3 4 . 7 * 1 9 ba 8 F y _ ——_—_ 
* c OELS a7 1 1 — 4 „ N = 
” 4 5 * 22 . 7 F- If * A 4 9 \ — . * 2 - $ 1 2 
5 * od L : 1 : 4 2 ” x 2 Hey $4 n — 
* * ; [3 5 . b i - 8 WA 5 97 WP: ; 2 * 75 7 
1 * q >, N af Wm 15h „ TH) 4 > . "Xs o 4 * * i $ „ 1 = 
* * 1 E N 1 J 3 : : a ” 44 « 
11 x a "a 
of SL : * 
7 


NUNBERING OUR DAT. - if 

nt of neutrality and indifference here, however com- 
wen and much applauted by many, muſt be highly; 
* offenſive in his ſight, and rank us among the foes of. 
2. 1 .  - 
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* 5 . 
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is not God, in the proper ſenſe of that term; and te 
Spirit, by whom David ſpoke, with the Father and the- 1 
on, another; for they all declare, with one conſent, 
That God himſelf is judge; and yet that this is no other 
than Chriſt Jeſus, to whom the Father hath committed 
all judgment. Such then bẽing the oppoſite parties in 
this conteſt, does not modeſty, to ſay no more, require 1 
we ſhould expreſs ourſelves with the Apoſtle, Let Gh 
<& be true, and every man a liar,” — every man who pre= _ 
ſumes, in the pride and ſelf-confidence of his heart, tod 
diſſent from him? Though the. cob-web. ſchemes which 
proud reaſon ſpins, hke the ſpider, out of its own bowels, © i 


— 


may he found inconfiſtent with themſelves, as well as with 
the word of God; yet we may reſt aſſured, that word 
cannot be broken, or at variance with itſelf. The Pro-' > 
phet foretells, That the government, viz. of the Churcckk 
and of the world, ſhould be on Meſſiah's ſhoulders; but 
ean any one dream that the Saviour of Socinus and his 
diſciples is capable of bearing ſuch a burden, or that tte 
infinitely wiſe God would put ſuch truſt in him, and raiſe 
him to an office for which he muſt have at the ſame tine 
Eknown him to be altogether inadequate ]. Such a Saviour 
may indeed pleaſe thoſe who never yet ſaw their need of _ | 
tat ſalvation the goſpel reveals, and, retaining ſuch-prin- - 
_. eiples, are but too likely never to ſhare it; but ſuch a Savi-- Jy 

our will never anſwer the wiſhes, and relieve the neceſſities 
of a poor ſinner, who ſees himſelf condemned by the ho: 
ly law of God, irthralled by his ſpiritual enemies; and. © : 
Expoſed to the wrath ta come. Whither ſuch unſcrip-- | 
tural principles tend is no myſtery,. Al. who have con- 
| ſulted the, hiſtory. of the Church cannot but know, that. 
"08 they pave the way to deiſm, infidelity, fcepticiſm, ya. 
* atheiſm itſelf.Socinus has not been always able to re. 
3 tain his votaries; many of whom, having firſt deſerted the 
e finodard of Chriſtianity, have, by an eaſy and natural! 
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£ But 10 Wenke apphy our hearts unto 1 


in the Raul 1 the Er in Ma texts is, 05 propoſe 2 

abe 712 

FORT Ih inliſted ende PIPER, this of the falſe pro- mo 

Phet Mahomet f. If fo, is it poſlible that any rofeſſed 7 

friends of the religion of Jeſus ſhould, Galio like, Gare 30 

for none of theſe things that tend to rer RE 7 

Should the author of a Treatiſe, the evident a | 

of which is, to ſap and undermine real vital Chriſtianity, he 

to degrade the erer bleffed Jeſus, its facred founder, into 15 

a mere creature, and rob him of all his Divine and Me- 2 

- diatory honours, ſo paving the way to the moſt pernici- rt 

- cus. principles, with all their fatal train of native conſe- fo 

© quences—ſhould he, inſtead of being cut off, as the Aa- 4 

* wiſhes and expreſſes: it, by the proper * exerciſe of His 

-.- church-diſcipline, as a troubler of Zion, and an enemy of 2 

the goſpel of Chriſt, be allowed to fit in her judicatories i 
without moleſtation, extolled by many of her profeſſed WU FT 

ons as an oracle, and careſſed as the man of genius 10 

2 philanthropy, the friend of truth and religion, may 5 

we not exclaim, in the words of the Prophet, with regard 5 

to a. laudable zeal for that ineſtimable depoſitum, the faith * 

once delivered to the ſaints, Hoe art thou fallen from hea- fe 

Ven, O Lucifer, ſon of the morning ! The material world can „„ 

better ſpare the day-ſtar, or the ſource of natural — 81 | 1 
5 8 the Church the ſalutary beams of the fun of righte- Pr 
4 ., ouſneſs—the conſolatory doctrines of Chriſt's divinity and = 
. expiatory death, and a laudable zeat for theſe and the 8 
other important truths which ſtand inſeparably connected — 
= with them. Bleſſed be God, however, that there are ma- 40 
= ny, both of the eſtabliſhed and non. eſtabliſped clergy, W 
5 © degenerate and lukewarm as the age is in matters of re- * 
5 ligion, who cannot tamely put up with ſuch daring en- 4] 
'$Z . . croachments on the eſſential- prerogatives of King Meſ- + J 
NZ fiah : He hath not left himſelf, in this reſpect, without a 20 
4 T N number of vitrieſſes and advocates for laered 1 
'S 77 = 14 proof or this, and to. ide bow ativly allied- the * ; | a 
trine of Socinus and that of the grand Impoſtor in the Eaſt 1 
are, the Reader may conſult Reland's Hiſtorical and PAs "8 
1 5 trade 6 Socinianim. Þ 
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che glory and enjoyment of God, as our great ang 
leading end in the whole of our deportment in lifm 
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eſſential truth, whoſe hearts ſtir them up to come fortngn 
to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty. Muſt not 
all her real friends, with heart-felt pleaſure, view ſome  _ 
of different denominations courageouſly ſtepping forth on _; r᷑ nö 
8 this occaſion, and uniting their beſt efforts in defending = 
Ys her injured rights, and repelling the open and violent at: 
wy. .tacks of the adverſary ? Such may indeed lay their ao. 
count with the immoderate reproaches of the men no.. 
dtration; but herein they have, the apoſtles of our Lord 
for an example, who tell us, We are fools for Chriſt's -- 

© fake.” What the Prophet remarks of his own times,, 
hath been ſince often verified, Truth faileth, and he i 
_ © that departeth from evil maketh himſelf a prey; or, 
as the margin has it, is accounted mad, Ia. lix, 157. 
This need not, however, ſurpriſe any lover of truth, as if 
ſome new thing had befallen them, when we hear it ſaid - 7 
by many, of our Lord in perſon, when deſcribing his pa. 
. floral character, and proving himſelf the Meſſiah, and his 1 
undoubted claim to ſupreme Deity, by the works he per 
formed, He hath a devil, and is mad: why hear 117% 
him?“ John x. 20. However much thoſe, who look © * 
upon ſoundneſs in the faith as a matter of ſmall moment 

in religion, may be diſpoſed to treat this controverſy with © 
indifference, and however ready the Doctor's friends may — 

be to cenſure thoſe who wiſh, im obedience to the apoſto- 

| ke injunction, to contend earneſtly for the faith once de- 

<< Tivered to the ſaints;ꝰ yet, certain it is, the ſacred writers 4 
will abundantly juſtify their laudable zeal herein, for this 

controverſy is not like many which have often agitated 
7 the Chriſtian world. Who is a har,” ſays the apoſtſe _ 
* John in his firſt epiſtle, but he that denieth that Jeſus . 
is the Chriſt? That is, the anointed Saviour; he is 
L | an antichriſt that denieth the Father and the Son. Who. 
dſoever denieth the Son, viz. to be the Son of God, the 
3 ſame hath not the Father. Theſe things, adds he, have 
7 Written unto you concerning them that ſeduce du. 
1k is truly amazing, that any who have acceſs to peruſe 
mae facred oracles ſhould ever preſume to deny a truth ſod Þ 
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ed 


&* 


* 


ieee 


— * 


4 — - 


20 
L658 ro 


2 1 F 2 * "7 2 8 * * 1 \ 
2 


I 55 | THE 1 BENEFIT or. . 

ö 5 5 4. 0 i 
and, in order to our attainment of this important 2nd, 1 
to ann a eee, uniform, and * ge to 3 


ROY and full "vealed, and wt ſo infinitely. "a 
Flay be in og Chriſtian ſy fem ! The ſame apoſtle, how- 
ever, furniſhes us with a Jo ſolution of this ſtrange phee- 
WÞ 5 nomenon in the moral warld : They are, ſays he, of the 
= + world: therefore ſpeak they of the world, or agrecable 
4 to the natural dictates and perverſe notions of its vota- 
ries, and the world heareth then, — thoſe who imbibe its 
maxims, and copy its examples, will applaud their doc- 
ttrines, and their talents and addreſs in ſetting them off to 
a Tuch advantage. Who is he that overcometh the world 
in this reſpect, that glorieth in the truth, though his at- 
tachment to it ſhould expoſe him to the ridicule and con- 
tempt of the learned, the faſhionable and polite of the 
- world, but he that believeth that Jeſus äs the Son of 
God Speaking in the name. of his fellow a and 
rien brethren, he adds, We are ef G „ he that 
'*knoweth God heareth us: he that is not of God heareth 
not us. Hereby know we the ſpirit of truth and the 
_ ſpirit of error. The ſame thing he aſſerts in his g a 47 
coming from the mouth of Chriſt· himſelf, in his re 
with the perverſe Jews: © He that is of God heareth 
„ God's words: ye therefore hear them not becauſe ye 
s Lare not of God. From all this it is not difficult to 
Auer; our Lord and his Apoſtles being our guide, and + 
their verdict admitted, whoſe they are, and whom they 
ſerve, who pervert the goſpel of Chriſt, and will not re- 
ceive, as true, the record which God hath geen of his 
| Son, and an inference, ſupported by ſuch a , may 
2 3 5 8 be made without any breach of charity. 
= uy Hymeneus, Philetus, and Alexander, who began, "> ear 
= Aly to . the Church with their vain dreams, made 
1 8 In | Thipwreck of the faith, not by renouncing Chriſtianity ; 
for then would the Apoſtle ſay, What have I to do to 
- , - Judge them that are without? but by maintaining ſuch 
Zeoctrines as were inconſiſtent with, ang "Nhat Lig of te 
faith of the goſpel, viz. by denying the reſurrection 1 = 
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E* > the body. In both his epiſtles to Timothy he ſpeaks of 4 
1 | ne ng n er eee deteſta-＋.n _ « 
tion _ 1 
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4 hs bbc precepts, and inſtitutions of 10 goſ- 
yo on = as the ſtated means of divine appoints | 


N nA | ment 
ad on of. their error, by which he facred rick were in- > 9 I 
05 | fringed. | There he tells us, that their word, or corrupt. 2 
00 doctrine, will eat as doth a canker, or Cangrene which i in⸗ 
We | fects the whole body; and that by it the faith of ſome 
add was overthrown. He connects faith and a good (conſcience 
* as what mult be held together; and, indeed, the former 
I" alone can purify and ſupport the latter, which cannot long | 
N dubſiſt after that is given up. It is not, in my opinion, 
14 : hard to determine whether the error, for which the A. 

poſtle delivered them to Satan, that they might learn 


not to blaſpheme, or ſpeak evil of the truth, or theſe 
contained in the Zfay on the Death. ef Chriſt, are the moſt 
| Jubyerſive of real Chriſtianity, and diſhonouring to its Di- 
vine Author: What the ſame Apoſtle ſays of our Lord's 
reſurręction, may, with no ſmall propriety, be applied and 
aſſerted with regard to his ſupreme Deity, If Chriſt be 
not riſen—if he be not the eſſential and eternal Son E 
God, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is alſo 
vain; ye are yet in your ſins, —under their guilt and 
> power, and expoſed: to all their penal conſequences, 
46 Then they all which are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are 
4 periſhed; yea, and the Apoſtles, and all who have, 
dince their days teſtified with them, © That they believe 
, and are ſure, that he is Chriſt, the Son of the living 
% God,” are found fallowwitnefles for God, and baſe im- 
fers on men. Expunge the doctrine of our Lord'F >; 
eity from the Chriſtian creed; and the hope it inſpires _- 
hd ſupports. from the heart of his people, and they be- 
come, at once, of all men the moſt miſerable; for here- 
i: they would be- deprived of their chief fupport under 
| the afflicxions of time, and could have no certain ive 
_ of happineſs beyond it. | 
How e yet ſolemnly . the wind . | 
"the Apoſtle Peter to ſuch as can thus pervert the goſpel: 
| ®'There ſhall be falſe teachers among you, who pri vily 
* ſhall bring in damnable hereſies, even denying the Lord 
<; that bought them, and bring upon themſelves. ſwift ©" 
5 Nera And n. ſhall gags their perniciouns 
"HI 30034 0 | 1 n 1 
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A 3 5 — thus manifeſt itſelf, though it ſhould be highly e- 


"SEL '« with feigned words make merchandize of you: whoſe 
I judgement now of a long time lingereth not, and their 
e Jamnation flumbereth not.“ Of the damnable hereſies 

kheſe falſe teachers would introduce, the Apoſtle fixes on 


3 minal and dangerous. Here he probably has an eye to 


* nicious tenets. What he ſays of them, however, applies, 


_ eye over them, till the fitteſt moment to ſtrike the fatal 


ttey are ſaid to bring on themſelves will come, ſudden 
58 and  irrefftible as'a foie when fione of theſe men 


5% 25 
— 


they be counted worthy, who Tet all their wit d inge- 
nuity on work to blaſpheme the glory of King Meſſiah, 


| . * x nerve to pull the crown off his head. He will reign, 
. however, till all his enemies are made his foot-ſtool, in 


. 5 * . Ipi ite of their every effort to oppoſe him; for God the . 
mp Father hath pledged his word to fee this oconplithcd.” 


"= 4 blind ungrateful mortals may now vilify his ſacred 
1 WE 3 whom every knee ſhall one day bow, and every 
28 my Jet that 88 name e ſhall a TT 


— 4 y 
. F 2» 


bol might and reaſon ſhall find their hands, or be able to 
=... | Qeliver their own ſouls from the power and juſtice of that 


3 phe ne A 10 5 right in the goſpel, and ſtrain every 


| EE ; ment tor that purpoſe. That wiſdom which aces not 


= 5 « ivy VIM of hom the'k way of truth Wal OY e- 0 
vil ſpoken of. And through covetouſneſs ſhall they, 


5 denying the Lord Jeſus, as being the moſt eminently cri- 


1 Ebion and Cerinthus, theſe two noted heretics, who be- 
— 5 + gan in the Apoſtles days to infeſt and trouble the Church, 
End ſuch as might then eſpouſe and propagate their per- 


no doubt, with equal force to all in after ages, who ſhould _ 

=» 7 Unbibe their hateful maxims. They may hereby, indeed, 

= . trouble Zion, grieve the hearts of the truly godly, and 
-.pervert the unſtable faith of ſome ; but to themſelves the 
| conſequences will he terrible beyond conception; for di- 
vine vengeance purſues them, and ever keeps a watchful 


but 1 blow arrive, and then the ſwift deſtruction 


F- Jeſus whoſe Godhead they have attempted to trample 

- under foot. If they _ deſpiſed Moſes and his law 

Aaied- without mercy; by the hand of two or three wit- 
gnaeſſes, of how much "in puniſhment, Judge y e, ſhall 
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. among men; and thoſe who poſſeſs it be wiſe 
7 > their e wiler indeed than ſeven men 


be bleſſod for ever = by 1 pte of men aud be © 
gels: His enemies, ſays Jehovah, „ will Lclothe with L 
* ſhame ; but upon him ſhall his crown. flouriſh,” —to 


x 


which let every creature ſay, Amen. 1 
Though error, ſays a well-known author (Dr Wat Mi 
on the Improvement. of the Mind), can never be main- -, 
. * tained by juſt reaſoning, yet may it be artfully cover--- 
«ed and defended > an ingenious writer may put.excel- 
© Jent colours upon his own miſtakes... Some Socinians, 
ho, deny the atonement, and, I may add, the Deity. of 
© Chriſt, have written well, and with much appearance 
« of argument. for. their own unſcriptural ſentiments.” . 
The truth of this obſervation is often verified; for wri= | 
ters of this claſs, it muſt be allowed, frequently poſſeſs 
no ſmall. merit that way, which indeed render their pro- 
ductions more dangerous ant inſnaring to the incautious 1 
and leſs knowing, eſpecially to ſuch readers as never give . 
themſelves the trouble to examine and. weigh both des 
aof an argument. The Doctor's ſpecious reaſoning, ank 
inſinuating colourings, may paſs with ſome for ſolid ar- 
gument, and will doubtleſs have their weight with thoſs: 
who are of his own caſt of mind: | His ftrennous efforts 
e the 8 ſpeak his own ſentiments, Wien 
ave coſt him no n be, e 5 
dhe Scotch Hudibrass e 
<7 "The an whois Msehbe molt?” 7 0 Ws 
All fathers, on the Hay Gh e,, 
The ſpecious appearances: of: et . | 1 I 
1 and the complimental encomiums on pi and 
bis religion, which are fo often to be met with in the 
deiſtical writers, and. in ſome others, reſemble but too 
much what ſome relate of the crocodile, That, when he 
would decoy his prey he weer and makes à grievous 
moan. It is long fince a profeſſed: diſciple betrayed the 
Son of Man with a kiſs, the mark of friendſhip ad; love, 
and under this maſk hath he been often fince. wounded 7} 
| VIE houſe of his r that not * avowed e- © 58 
nemies 
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that can eber e reaſon; FED will it one day be: felt | 
and owned, and that before an aſſembled world, to 
have been folly in the extreme, the moſt fatal blind- 
neſs and infatuation. From ſuch wiſdom, as hath 
Ei ever proved inimical to the goſpel of Jeſus, and a ſad 


= - 3 t 


"id 
el 


dis Church and people, and at the fame time diſpoſe 
and enable to apply the heart unto that wiſdom which. 
is from above. Some of the precious g of num 
bering our er as eee to I In now e 
ceced to conſider. 5 


Tn r happy art of F our Jay which the. 


ts of God prays he and his people. may be taught, 


in all the views given of it in the former diſcourſe, 


335 tends, OR the Divine rr to influence wo 


% Fe Joy "bits even ſid Fiends. May God) exint: 3 
_ whoever they be, repentance, to the acknowledging IE: 
the truth, that this daring iniquity may not prove their: 
tuin. Let the i importance of the ſubject, ng. the deep. 
; . Intereſt all Chriſtians have in it, apologize for the un- 
common length to which 9 note hath ſwelled. The 
rremarks in it proceed not from prejudice againſt : any 1.2248 
or body of men, but from a regard to the 2 ax aan 440 
glory, and the beſt intereſts of his people. May he 
note theſe great ends by the excellent defences 195 
Preſent Truth which have already appeared on this oc 
FCeaſion, and deign to own and bleſs the few i perfeck 
bints here ſuggeſted, + as a mean 1 F to IE 


fame important ends „ wits? 


is Since writing the. OE the anti is Hs to find that 4 ma- 


-Jority in the Provincial Synod of Glaſpow and Ayr approved 
of an overture, bearing, That they ſhould take the fama 
elamoſa reſpecting this Treatiſe into their ſerious conſidera- 
tion, and make ſach enquiry into the grounds thereof as to 
them ſhall ſeem proper. Every lover of ſacred truth, and 
ond ſabje of the Prince of Life ace Peace, will eres 
N PROP Oe he wing. i 
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impediment to its cordial reception in the 5 
may the great Lord of the Vineyard deliver and keep 
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. the: 1 to Wi e or true 1 in its 34 
; love. and practice, in as much as it teaches us duly. 


to prize, and diligently to improve the inſtituted f 


| means of grace and ſalvation, the enjoyment of which 7 
is circumfcribed by the few precarious days of life. 0 


We, in this highly favoured Ile, are diſtinguiſhed, in 
the courſe of divine providence, by the enjoyment of: 
privileges ineſtimably precious, which are, at the ſame i 

time, denied to by far the greater part of our fellow= 
men: While theſe, in the expreſſive language of... 


- 


_ things of his law, and the (till greater things of his 
goſpel, —diſcoyeries of the very laſt importance. to 
our preſent peace and comfort, as guilty lapſed cre 
tures, and the attainment of conſummate felicity be- $3 
ond the boundaries of time and the grave. In the. 
 facred oracles we Are informed not only of our guilt 2 5 
and conſequent miſery, as apoſtate, ſinful, and con- 


worthy of infinite wiſdom. and goodneſs, by which Wn 
we may infallibly attain that perfection and bleſſed- 1 
che moſt, powerful and endearing. Are we guilty, 


derns us to know, and deſtitute of all will and ability to 


ſcripture, are left to fit in darkneſs and in the region . we A L 


< of the ſhadow of death, not knowing where they are, | 
nor whither they are going, we are exalted as to 


heaven itſelf; for God hath revealed to us the great 


demned creatures, but alſo of a. method, every way 57 | 


neſs of which. our nature was formed capable; While 
our cordial acquieſcence in it is enforced by motives -- 


deprived. and enſlaved; ignorant of what chiefly con- 


chuſe and practiſe it? the goſpel of the grace „ 
in all theſe reſpects, exhibits a remedy exactly ſuited to 3 by 


5 asg and commenſurate to our every want and 


The Saviour it reveals, as the object of our 
fin and ne, is e ; his grace all-ſufficient, 
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fin, and his righteouſneſs a full equivalent for eter- 
nal life. Various, however, and intereſting as theſe 
© bleflings are, they may, notwithſtanding, be had 
| without money and without price; and our accept- 
ance is urged by reaſons and motives the moſt cogent | 
En forcible. The facred records, theſe unerring 
dictates of divine wiſdom, are to us a ſpring ſet open, 
A fountain unſealed, whoſe ſalutary ſtreams flow co- 
- pious in our Jeruſalem, and free as the beams of yon- 
der ſun. In this reſpect, may it not with propriety 


1 ſaid, «© Wiſdom crieth without, and uttereth her 
t voice in the ſtreet, and in the chief places of con- 


2B Dauner % We enjoy, to adopt the language of 
an inſpited prophet, “our Sabbaths, our new=moonss 


© our calling of aſſemblies, our ſolemn meetings, and 


* 32 7 = - «appointed feaſts *, and have free acceſs to, attend _ 


and obſerve theſe Shoes any to moleſt or make us 


afraid. Do not means, then, ſo precious in them- 
fſelves, ſo free and eaſy in their enjoyment, and ſo 
| Miteroſting in their conſequences, well deſerve to be 
Kad in high eſtimation, and attended to with pecu - 
Har care? Theſe ſacred means, however, valuable and 


* 


eſſential to our happineſs as they are, yet, if not du- 


= pai ſpeedily improved, ſo far from bettering our 


condition, will only draw after them a train of ſeri- 


dus and fatal conſequences, enhancing our guilt, and, ; 


of courſe, that miſery to which it expoſes. - The pre- 
cious ſeaſon of our merciful viſitation, and enjoyment 


| ofthe dener, oops. rode emer Heroin Lamp 
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and the We of his purchaſe n our rere. 5 
17 neceſſity, and perfective of our nature and happi- 
- neſs. His death preſents a complete atonement for 
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"NUMBERING ove 1 bars. | ip © 
ad Honky and withal quite precarious and uncer- 


tain; yet, ſhort and uncertain as it is, happineſs or 


miſery in the extreme, is the inſeparable conſequence 


of our improvement or miſimprovement of it. This 


neceſſary leſſon the exerciſe of numbering our days 
teaches; for whoever does ſo aright, will ſee them 


to be both ſhort and uncertain; yet, with all their 
* brevity and uncertainty, to be the only period allot- - 


ted us to work out our own ſalvation, and ſecure, © 


through faith in the Son of God, our happineſs. 
7 through eternity, with which theſe paſſing days 
ſtand connected, as the ſeed-time with the harveſt... 


A conſideration ſo weighty ſhould lead us to put a 


high value on the means of grace, and to give all a 
due diligence to improve them, while enjoyed, to 
the glory of God and our own ſalvation; well know - 

ing there is no work, device, or amendment in the 
grave, to which we are all faſt haſtening. What a 

powerful motive to activity, diligence, and applica- 
tion in our Chriſtian calling; to work the work af 
ſigned us by him who hath brought us into exiſtence, 


while it is yet day thus doing whatſoever our hands 


nd to do with all our might, as the night cometh b 
when no man can work; yet ſenſible of our abſolute © 


need of foreign aid, daily looking up to God; 5 


faith and prayer, to work in us both to will and to 
do of his own. good pleaſure | What a forcible in- 
ducement to prize and improve each mean of grace; 
for i in a little all theſe, with reſpect to us, will prove 
4 ſpring ſhut- up, a fountain for ever ſealed | Naw 
| grace and mercy, theſe ineſtimable gifts of which 
ve ſtand-in abſolute need, proclaim their glad tidings . 


in our ears, and warmly ſolicit our acceptance. The 
once 8 crdcllied, 1 HOW * * exalted Saviour, 
ſtands 
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Agde at 3 . py fe h various means, 2 
* fame time addreſſing us, « If any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come hs to him and. 
. will ſup with him, and he with me *;” an object 
Ao propoſat highly worthy of our reverential regard 
and ſerious attention. Now the Spirit of all grace 
deeigns to move upon and ſtrive with the human heart; 


2 5 and with him the bride joins in inviting whoſoever 


lh to come and take the water of life freely. In 


all this we enjoy a precious privilege ; z and thrice hap- 
py they. who are fo wiſe as, in tame, to avail them | 


elves of it: But if we attend not, in this our day, to 
theſe things that pertain to dur peace, ſoon will 9a 


be irrecoverably hid from our eyes. The ſtreams of 


that river which now flow in and. make glad the 


. city of God, can, at fartheſt, attend ſinners but to 
death; for of theſe the priſoners of divine juſtice, in 
te burning lake, ſhall never taſte, nor be indulged 
even a ſingle drop to allay their pains. What pious: 

n Afaph faid through infirmity, they may adopt, as 
ftounded. on awful reality, “ Will the Lord caſt off 
for ever? and. will he be favourable no more? Is 


« his mercy. clean gone for ever? doth his promiſo 


5 7 i fail for. evermore ? . Hath God forgotten to be graci- 5 
; ec dus? hath. he in anger ſhut up his tender mer- 
| Sctes f Then they that are filthy will be OE 


till; for, not being waſhed in the blood of J eſus, the 


ou. and defilement of all their ſins will remain for p 


4 


„ Theſe ies. PRE FAIT Pe us. AN PRE} gh, 5 
8 « ſo to number our days, as to apply our hearts un- 
155 « to. true wiſdom,” to engage in earneſt i in the love j 
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NUMBERING OUR I DAYS. 


a and attic of real religion and herein let „ > 
ol the children of the world, who, in its concerns, =. 
are in general wiſe i in their generation. In the com- L 7 

mon affairs of life, every prudent man obſerretngn 
times and ſeaſons, and will not defer a matter 0E 
85 conſequence to ſome future uncertainty, when a pro- "i 
per opportunity preſents itſelf, Is our work, as 
Chriſtians, great and intereſting, and the time aſſign- 

_ ed for its performance ſnort and uncertain? Let us, 

then, up and be doing lay alide every weight, and 


5 the fins that do more eaſily beſet us, ſtriving, with a 8 
: ; 9 violence, to take the kingdom of heaven, and + 
* ſecure our eternal felicity there. Let ſuch be exhort- — 9 

cd to ſeek the Lord. while he is to:be found, and ta 4 
call upon him while he is near, who may have here- 5% 9 

£  tofore neglected ſo weighty. a duty, becauſe theis ©} 


- | days, which are numbered, will ſoon be finiſhed, ank 1 
then it will be found too late to make application 
When once the Maſter of the houſe is riſen up, ank 
1 hath ſhut to the door, what can ſuch expect, ho bo ; 
| refuſed: to enter while acceſs. might be had, but tod 
| hear from within, © Depart from me; I know you. 9 
. © not, ye workers of iniquity *!” Then will they: be 
left to ſtand without, and to Knock and cry in vain, 17 
Lord, Lord, open unto us? For he will reply, % 
4 know you not whence you are. „ Be it, then, our 
habitual concern, as we would hope and wiſh: to e- 


_ ſcape the wrath to come, and inherit the purchaſed "9 
poſſeſſion of the ſaints in light, to come to Gd 
through Jeſus the alone Mediator, in the exexciſe of oh 


 }I > evangelical repentance and faith unfeigned, and in 
_ Son — ee of all the FREY means BONE 
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enjoyments of life, or the civil intereſts of mankind-. 


An eat che bread of idbeneſe, while others have 2 
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RE BENEFIT ar 


I grace, karen encouraged from the 9 that 
be is able to fave to the uttermoſt all who thus cone 
— God by him. May we now, by his grace and Spirit, 


be ſo taught to number our days on earth, that we 


F A _ - may apply our hearts unto this wiſdom ; that we may 


o prize and improve the goſpel of peace, as to be 
faved in and by its divine Pony with 2 nts cat 
and everlaſting ſalvation-. 

Tuts exerciſe is Bkewiſe calculated; to oaks 
us 10 moderate our attachment to the enfoyments and. 
pburſuitt of d preſent world.——— This is connected 
with the above, and indeed included in it; for wr 
inordinate love and purſuit of time's things are in- 


conſiſtent with the love and practice of true RI 4 
which weans the heart from earth, and raiſes the af- 
4 fections to thing: 
be ſo underſtood, as if religion tended to ſlacken the 
reins of induſtry, or was unfriendly, in the right ob- 


zs above. This, however, muſt not 


ſervance of its duties, to the innocent pleaſures and 


Man is not allowed to ſequeſter himſelf from ſeen 


claim on the fruits of his active ſervices, eren ſup- 
poſing he could plead; in deſence of this, the practice 
of devotion. Diligence in that ſphere of action aſ- 
, bigned us in providence, i is, in the Chriſtian, not only 


commendable, but indiſpenſibly neceſfary; for the 


-  fluggard is ſent to the ant to learn a leflon of provi- 
dent precautioninduſtry and application. We are 


| mew that we may have. wherewith to ſupport our- 
| ſelves: and benefit others; and told, that he who does 
not work, or do ſomething in his ſtation for his own 


ſubſiſtence, ſhould not eat ; yea, that be who neglects 
Mage 5 2 Rl 12 ; E | 8 9 2 | | te 
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40 o provide for his own, eſpecially for thoſe of kia; own 
- houſehold, hath denied the faith, and is worſe than 
an infidel. If any profeſling godlineſs are, in this 
* improvident, remiſs and ſlothful, let not re- 
- ligion be taxed as the cauſe; for, by this very con- 
duct, they give the lie to their profeſſion. So far is 


it from being a property in the Chriſtian to heal 


His time, like the Athenians of old, in nothing elſe. 
but either to tell or to hear ſome new. thing“; much 
leſs to go about from houſe to houſe, as a buſy dot 
in other mens matters, that ſuch a conduct is * 
nander with his characcer.. „ 
As he is to be diligent in the buſineſs WP? concerns 
0 life, as well as fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord, 
that he may provide for himſelf and connexions, a- 
_ cording to the ſtation in which providence hath place 
Him, and alſo have wherewith to do good and com- 
anunicate to che neceſſities of others; ſo, ſhould the 
Lord bleſs his honeſt induſtry wich competence, or 
with riches and wealth, he is to eſteem it good and” 
_ comely, fit and beſeeming, to eat anch to drink, and 
to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh 
under the ſun, all the days of his- life, and to rejoice 
an his labour, all which ãs the gift of God, from whom 
alone i is the power to get wealth and to enjoy ie. 
But, though all this be the duty of a Chriſtian, 
ad What, acting i in character, he will ſtudy to ob- 
"Mio never treating the bounties of providence, or 
the neceſſary cares and purſuits of life, with cynical 
_ indifference and contempt 3 z muſt-it not, however, be 
owned, that even the belt are not without danger of 
- OM here, and pere the concerns OR 
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1 ee the Selen i 13 to 3 Wh 80 of 
wbdheir time, care, and affection, to the prejudice or 
| Partial negle& of concerns infinitely more intereſt- 

3 Ang? Toprevent a conduct ſo irrational in itſelf, and, 


Vio.ͤth reſpec even to the beſt, ſo pernicious in its ef 


1 fledts, and, at the ſame time, to lead us habitually to 
Prize and ſeek after the favour, image, and enjoy- 


1 ment of God through Jeſus the Mediator, as the one 
thing needful, the great and chief buſineſs of life, 

A . frequent requeſt and exerciſe ſhould be, with the 
wan of God in the paſſage under conſideration, So 
wt teach us to number our days, that we may apply 


melditation on the brerity and uncertainty of life, - 
3 F 3 Woith all its paſſing cares and flecting comforts, would 
* happily tend, through the blefling of God, to prevent 
-our over-rating: and too eager purſuit of theſe things 
that periſh in the uſing, and cure us of an inordi- 
nate attachment to them- in the erjoyment., This 


13 1 180 would teach us to uſe the world, or enjoy its fading 


comforts, as not abuſing them, knowing the faſhion 


pl all theſe things paſſeth away. Were we more thus 


eee, could we ſo purfue the world, and ſet our 


— 


1 . + - Hearts and affeckions upon it, as if its enjoyments 
"T2 - could conſtitute our chief portion, and the ſupreme . 


80 of our nature, and were, at the ſamg time ſe- 


Cured to us for ever; did we often number our days, 


— Eevioully review ourpreſent ſtate of exiſtence, with all 
its important connexions, looking up to God for the 
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e our hearts unto wiſdom.” Serious and frequent 


8 aids of his grace and Spirit in ſo neceſſary an 
_ Exerciſe ? Would it be Pofſibie for us to have it as 
Hur chief concern and inquiry, with the Heathen 
1 ho have not acceſs to know better; „What ſhall 
_ - e, * wy we e and d wherewithal ſhall 
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. we be clothed !” While we are ſeldom, - if ever, 
heard to aſc, like perſons ſenſible of their guilt and 
© miſery, What ſhall we do to be faved? How ſhall w 
come and. bow ourſelves before the moſt High God, 
ſo as to find acceptance with him, and an intereſt 1 in 
the great ſalvation? No man can, at the ſame 0p 
ſerve two maſters, whoſe intereſts and commands run 
counter to each other; nor can our hearts be ne 
divided between heaven and earth, the Creator and 
the creature: Such maſters are God, whom we 
are all ſacredly bound to love and ſerve, and mam 


mon, that baſe idol, to which ſo many devote their 


hearts and their purſuits in life, and at whoſe ſhrine 
they ſacrifice their moſt important concerns. Im- 
poſſible it is, both in the very nature of things and 


; the unalterable decree of Heaven, that theſe ſhould : ” 


be ſerved by the ſame perfon, at one and the ſame. 
time; for our Lord aſſures us, that we cannot ſerve 
God and mammon Did we bear in mind how - 
' Frail we are, and how ſoon we mult bid a final adieu - 
to all the cares and pleaſures, the purfuits and proſ- 


"ke of the preſent ſtate, would not the Apoſtlees | 


declaration inſpire godly jealouſy on this head, « E 

_ ye love the world, or the things of the world, the 
C love of the Father is not in you?“ However much #- 

men may wiſh to reconcile theſe, and to act as if 

perſuaded of their perfect conſiſtence, we are here 
taught, that theſe two principles are ſo abſolutely in- 
Compatible, that both cannot dwell together in the 

ſame heart. Did men duly conſider their latter end, 
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would they not be cured of that vanity of which | 


wiſe man AE as « He that loveth filver thall 5 
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0 ks Ettskedd with flver: nor he that loveth VERY 
* ance, with increaſe? This, adds he, is alſo vanity *.” 
; Wt proportion as the world to come eee 
I Fd Fin ; this 1 is ſure to loſe of its imaginary importance; for, 
weighed in the balance of the ſanctuary, and viewed 
ws in the faithful mirror of eternity, it is diveſted of its 


. more unſtable than the fleeting ſhadow. To form 
a proper eſtimate of life, with its various cares and 
- pleaſures, it is neceſſary we ſhould: bear in mind its 


i 2 z -. concluding period, and frequently fix the eye of fait 
on the ſolemn intereſting ſcenes beyond it. Faith 


Fires ſubſtance to things hoped for, and evidence to 
things unſeen; while it, at the ſame time, ſtrips the 
World, in its every diverſified form, of all theſe gay 
and flattering appearances, by which it fatally im- 
poſes on ſo many in their moſt important concern- 
ments. ——May we be, therefore, divinely taught ſo to 
number our fleeting days as to apply our hearts unto | 
wiſdom; taught to look, not at the things which are 
ſeen and are temporal, but at theſe things which are 
unſeen and eternal. In order to correct our falſe 
. notions of the value and importance of ſublunary 
_ things, and regulate our temper and conduct with 


our, diſguſt, and ſatiety which ſo often attend ſenſual 
Fgratifications ;—the diſappointments and diſaſters to 
which preſent things expoſe ;- the changes and viciſ- 
Etudes Which daily take place in the world, and paſs 
on all things around us ;—the rapid, the inceſſant . 
-- progreſs of time ;— the triumphs of death, in diver- 
500 forms, ayer all 125 W of our ks and 
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_ Alvring charms, and found to be lighter than very va- | 


f > : regard to them, let us frequently advert to that lang- 
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on various diſorders, pains, and diſcaſes incident to. 
our frame, with our liableneſs every moment to that 1 5 
event. In this ſituation, however, we are not left to 
| ſorrow as they that have no hope; for here the wiſdom 
that is from above is profitable to direct, and ene ; 
| ponerully eee 7 ſuch eee Fo 


fr TO HY fone Ruther e e hard to ano- 5 : 
* opportunity, if the Lord will, I ſhall content my- 
ſell, at preſent, with ſuggeſting a few things to recom- 
mend the love and practice of this wi/dom, in the 
view already given of i it, to our | cordial Nader nag: | 


 aſficuous Lee e . 1 


N. 


1 nave feen, fon 5 Palnid, an Fend of all 1 173 
tion; but thy commandment, ſubjoins he, addreſſing ; 
himſelf to God, is exceeding broad. The ſame mar 
be ſaid of wwi/dom, whoſe dimenſions. none can take. 


Of every ſpecies of perſection in the world experi- 
ence will ſoon ſhew the end: Beauty, ſtrength, wit, 
Huniag. and wealth, theſe things in which ſo many 
are apt to glory, have no glory, by reaſon of a I. 
which far exgelleth. Who can fix the bounds and 
limits of divine wiſdom, —that wiſdam which God 
_ hath revealed in his word, as the ſum, the baſe, and 
ſtandard of true religion, the unerring rule of our. 
faith and practice, and the firm foundation of our 


beſt hopes? To the height of its excellency wan. © X 
mind can ſoar! The depth of its myſteries. 3 fi- 


nite underſtanding can fathom |! The extent of its 


precepts who can find out, or conceive the contents 

of its promiſes! Who can meaſure that lere of Gd 
to man, which it reveals and deſcribes; or that love. - FR 
-- oh man to God, which, it e and nn; — 1 
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knowledge of one thing to another; yet ſtill the pro- 
' ſpect opens on our view, and will to all eternity. 


[he 1 ng we ſhall fee no more darkly, and as through 
cCeoveries; : for the unſearchable treaſures of infinite 


_ wiſdom can never be traced out or'exhauſted. Thrice 


All its gaudy vanities, paſling ſcenes, and tinſel 


thoſe who now receive the dictates of divine wiſdom, 


e ee may be numbered, and ſhall ſoon reach 


1 W 
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. of Deity, be our 


TO WO! 


Fn F) 
9 IP 


be pleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace. Happy is 
> man that findeth her; for her merchandize is 
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= of days, and in her left riches and honour. To them 
and happy i is the man that retains her. Riches and 
_ Honour are with her; yea durable riches and righte- 
- ouſneſs. © Her fruit is better than gold, yea than fine 


of judgment; that ſhe may cauſe thoſe that love 
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| Here 3 proceed, by Wa ſteps, 3 tk l 


Even in that happy ſtate of celeſtial light, bliſs, and 5 


3 glaſs, there will be ſtill abundant room for freſi diſ- 


Happy region of perfect -holineſs, conſummate wiſ⸗ 0 
dom, and refined felicity! how does the world, witk 


ries; leſſen, ſhrink, and diſappear" before thee'!- To ” 
and ſabmit their hearts to her ſacred influence, theſe 


their cloſe, will in a little give way to unbdunded 5 
3 * 2 Ages of immortal bliſs. Let this wiſdom, then, this 
de through life} and the 
men of our counſel, and ſo ſhall we find her ways to 


better than that of Glverz/ and her gain than the moſt- 
fine gold: She is more precious than rubies; and all 
» the things in the world, that can excite deſire; are not 
' #0 be compared to her. In her right hand is length | 


chat lay hold upon her "ſhe will prove a tree of life; 


gold; and her revenue than choice ſilver. She leads oh 
| L A in che way of righteouſneſs, in the midſt of the paths: 
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at her gates, waiting at the poſts of her door; for 
whoſo findeth her ſindeth life, and ſhall obtain fa. 


the acquiſition and obſervance! of it the one thing 


and keep her precepts and live. Forget her not, 
neither decline from the words of her mouth. For- 


the will keep you, and your heart in perfect „ 
"op her be exalted in your judgment, affections, and 
conduct, and ſhe. will promote you; for ſhe brings. 
to honour all that cordially embrace her- Hear and 
receive her ſayings, and ſhe will impart an ornament- 
of grace, a crown of glory, and a diadem of beauty 


5 
; 
: 


to your head, and the years of your life ſhall be ma- 


: ny. Take faſt hold of her, let her not go; keep her, 
for ſhe is your very life. Having her for your guide 
and helper, when you go your ſteps ſhall not be 
ſtraitened, and when you run you ſhall not ſtumble... 
If you ſeek her as ſilver, and- ſearch. for her as - 
| hid treaſures, then ſhall you underſtand the fear of 

- the Lord,.and find the knowledge of God; ; then wall 

5 vou underſtand righteouſneſs, and judgment, and [5 
\ ||2£  quity;- yea, evety good · path. Let her enter into the 
FF heart, and be pleaſant unto: your ſoul, and ſhe will! 


her ſhall dwell ſafely, and ſhall be quiet-from fear of 
evil. Keep this ſound wiſdom, and let her not de- 
part from your eyes; ſo ſhall ſhe be life unto your 
if op and e to your neck. Then ſhall ye walk in. 


vour of the Lord: but he that ſinneth againſt 
her wrongeth his own ſoul; all they that hate her 177 
love death. This wiſdom is the Principal thing, and 1 


1 


fake her not, and ſhe will preſerve you; love her and fy 


1 7 preſerve and keep you: for whof6 hearkeneth unto 


77 
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We is the man that heareth her, 3 1 


needful-the great and chief concern of life. Get 18 3 
wiſdom, then, and let your heart retain her words, I 
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— fafely, and your foot ſhall not PR 


A e Fog ne ee be afraid; n 
le down, and your ſleep ſhall be ſweet. Ye ſhall 
not be afraid of ſudden fear, neither of the deſoli-- MF 
. - tion of the wicked, when it cometh: for the Lord 
_" Himſelf hall be your confidence, and hall keep your i 

© 2688 ee e d taken... | 
”  _ ouch are ſome of the encomiums on Wiſdom in . 

We: > ſpruce, -oldane of the precious fruits that reſult 
from her, and the exhortations we have to chooſe and 1 
practiſe her. Does ſhe not, then, come highly re- ; 
© commended to one and all of us? and can theſe Ho 
* things which the bulk of men tee g | 
maoment's compariſon? Such as embrace her, and 7 
a in her paths alone, are wiſe and happy, and in | 5 

e direct way to be ſo for ever; while all thoſe who 
eject her counſels, and chooſe the flowery and fre- 
gquented paths of vice and irreligion, ſhall find theſe 
 _ infallibly lead to the gloomy chambers of the ſecond 
death, where horror, miſery, and ſoul-rending deſpair 
maintain their unceaſing triumph.——To prevent a 
luste ſo fearful and irremediable, may the Lord grant 


| 5 7555 us underſtanding in all things; and ſo teach us to g 
f ; . | 5 | number our few paſſing days, that, without delay, ca 
= "PT ivr, with all our might, our hearts and 
minds unto en by 
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in teach an to member our days, that we my apply ur 
$44 Wen 125 FT 
by pm nhetho# propoſed i in treating this aides, 
was, — To conſider what may be implied in 
numbering our days, in the ſenſe of Moſes in the 
text. Then fhew the happy influence of this ener- 
eiſe on our temper and conduct, as imported in 4 
1 1 een of the heart unto wiſdo m. 
In che laſt diſcourſe, after aſcertaining what we 
EP are to underſtand. by wiſdom in this connexion, and 
offering ſome remarks in illuſtration of it, the exer- 
. . cife the man of God here prays to be taught, was 
"oh | ſhewn to have a tendency to influence the heart to. 
5 e in as much as it teaches us duly to prize, 
= x and diligently to improve the inſtituted means of fal- _ _ 1 
HS" ration: Allo, as it is calculated to teach and/inculcate 
. moderation in the various purſuits and enjoyments 
5 of life. This far did L ne e aud, 
Wo on tang e | ; 


4 | 1 -- TH AT, to 3 our n Rag 3 = 
5 tend, through the divine bleſſing, to make us humble - 
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„ THE BENEFIT. or „ ; . 
„ . in every ee and "HE EI in ike. © 
85 Though the chief motive to humility may be drawn 
from our Lord's example, ec Who, being in the form 
« of God; thought it not robbery to be equal, or to 
claim equality with God; but made himfelf of no 
= * reputation, and took upon him the form of a ſer- 
_—_ * vant, and was made in the likeneſs of men, and hum- 
er bled himſelf; and became obedient unto death #7 
yet other motives ſhould have their weight, and the 
one here ſuggeſted i is none of the leaſt, The frailty 
i | and mortality of our nature, with our precarious te- 
1 nure of every preſent acquiſition, diſtinction, an 1 
E '- enjoyment,. daily teach leſſons of humility to man; 1 
|  _ though few, alas! are diſpoſed to profit by them. 
Pride and high-mindedneſs, the very contraſt of that 
temper which the goſpel of Chriſt inculcates and 


* 
* 


* * 
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 enjoins, were never made for man, who, even at his 
beſt ſtate, is altogether vanity ; ; but, as depraved by 8 - gh 
iin, degraded. in his nature beneath the irrational | JE 
71 tribes. Like them we derive our material part from A 
- - the earth, to which it naturally tends, and on which. Ty, 
it eren for its conſtant ſupport; while, with re- | 


-  Jpect to Our ſpicitual and immaterial nature, though 

originally formed after the image of the inviſible God,. 

| which conſtituted man's chief glory and beauty, but 
which, by reaſon of ſin, was forfeited and loſt, WW? 

= eames to reſemble. Satan, the worſt and moſt malig- 
2 x nant being in the univerſe ;. ſo that we are all, till. 


renewed by grace, the children of wrath, and heirs |} ,_- 
7 OF. > Re 
of :condemnatidn. What can we then poſſeſs, that „ 
wuill juſtify a proud, haughty, over- bearing d: poſi- 0 > 
- 3M tion? male. we thould * br ourſelves | Ryo. view 
1 e Sd ; 4. 7 - my 7 9 8 3 6 


| NUMBERING: our DAYS. . &@ © 2 
_ oupht to inſpire Humility and ſclf-abaſement, and iy : I 
© glory in our very Thame! But ſo it is, that © yain mam | 
* would be wiſe,” proud and ſelf-ſufficient, in his 
4 own blinded eyes, * though man be born like a wild, 
1 c aſſes colt v.“ and muſt, with reſpect to his exterior 1 
= "Gs ſoon die like the beaſts that periſh, become — 
| food to worms, and mingle with his kindred duſt. 
Though he reſemble, in the depravity of his nature, 
8 the avowed enemy of God and goodneſs, and live in 
the practice of ſin, which forms Satan's image on the 
human ſoul, and, in its reigning power, the charae- 
, teriſtic mark of his children and ſubjects, yet hows 
apt to aſſume ſuch ſelf- important airs, as if he poſ- Ns, 
ſeſſed the nature, and could claim all the prerogatives  _Þ 
of an angel of light! Jo cure us of a temper ſo high- ·- 
5 = unbec6ming guilty, dependant creatures, ſo oppo- ; bh 5 ; 
. fite to the nature and will of a holy God, and ſo les. + 
| feriptive of the ſubjects of the prince of daxkneſs, 
the ſcriptures ſuggeſt a variety of arguments, and = 
particularly the conſideration'ef our latter end, a 2 
1 antidote againſt it: We cannot number dur — 
days, ſo'as to apply the heart unto wiſdom, without 
frequently adverting to their approaching cloſe, ank 
the humiliating change conſequent upon it. In the 
morning of life we ſpring up, like the flower of „„ 
tender graſs; but how ſoon do we die and waſte a= «| 
: | way! how ſoon do we give up the ghoſt and mingle 
' || _ _ with che dead, in the land of deep forgetfulneſs; not 
180 riſe or awake till the | heavens are no more! Our 1 
Ife, precarious, troubleſome days once finiſhed, and 
Y 3 _ werare-cut! down like a flower, fler hende as a ſha. Ml 
2 ns; einen not: 11 Man, 2 ee the: ene —_ 


* Job 4 . 12. l wy 75 


16 ne to Want his ae are as a elde dat gr 
a eth away: His breath goeth forth, he orgs or o 
. his earth; in that very day his thoughts periſh 
Theſe things duly conſidered, how abſurd and vain 
to glory in the tinſel-luſtre df ſuch borrowed feathers | 
and adventitious ornaments, of which we muſt be ſo 
ſoon diveſted! Let the children of pride view them- 
| ſelves in the faithful mirror death preſents, and 
del no more of theſe fading accompliſhments, pre- 
- carious poſſeſſions, and tranſitory glory, of all which 
chat event will effectually ſtrip them, and that at no 
very diſtant period. Are we apt to | (poet proud of 
n ſtrength and perſonal beauty? let us call «a | 
mind how ſoon diſeaſe will impair the one, and cauſe: 
the roſe and lilly of the other to fade and languiſh; 
dd how effect ually death ſhall in a little deſtroy both. 
That unfeeling tyrant may ſoon mar the fineſt fea- 
7 0006) and fo change the brighteſt, the moſt WR 
- countenance, that, inſtead of beauty, a ghaſtly vaih + 
- overſpreads the whole. His fatal, his unerring Suits. | 


daily bring down the faireſt forims,. and the moſt fi- 5 | 


niſhed ſtructures of animated clay, to theſe dark and 
ene abodes, whoſe inhabitants ſhall ſay to corrup- 


tion, . Thou art my father: to the worm, Thou art 5 


, my mother and my ſiſter f. In theſe ſubterr: 


ous chambers, they are ſoon reduced to a loathſome, | . 
ee maſs; to a heap of ſordid duſt; tor here 


the pride of human beauty is ſtained, and all her 
0 pretenſions effectually checked. Seriouſly pon- 


der this, all ye who dote upon ſuch fading charms, "K 


and ago or en time and care at the toilet; than 
itely momentous concerns ot your fouls 3 


* 1 1 4 4 2 
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5 Ii. 4. . Job vii. he | 
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. eternity; and be taught, ere too late, to aſpird | 
after that beauty which will defy the power of time, 

To and bloom in the vale of death, —even the beauty 1 1 ; 
of holineſs, and the ornament of a mah and en | 
3 USL 
5 7 Or are we e to Le pea ants on „ 
| 4iſtinQtions which ariſe from birth, wealth, and rela- 

tive _connexions?—theſe idols of weak minds, and 
- boaſts of the vain and haughty of our race. In . 

. der effectually to check ſuch ſentiments and emo- 
pl ions inf their very riſe, let us frequently call to mind 
| how ſoon all theſe diſtinctions will ceaſe for ever; 
for! in the world of ſpirits, where we ſhall ſoon arrive, 
none are known but that of the righteous and the 


Wicked: call to mind that we. muſt ſoon. quit this 
paſſing ſcene, naked as we entered upon it, mingle 
with our native duſt, and leave behind us Whatever 5 


ve poſſeſs on earth, — even that in which we are moſt 
apt to glory. Proud is that heart, indeed, which the 
fſerious thoughts of death cannot humble; or an o 
i | pening grave mortify to the vain ſhew of earthly We: be: I 3 4 
|| Ty! and, ſure, no leſs weak that mind, which can be | 
_ habitually elated with ſuch things as muſt be ſo | 
- Joon foregone! The little great of the world. may "120 
look down, with proud diſdain, from their ĩimagin-. 
„ dangerous heights, on thoſe whom providence = 
5 placed in an obſcure and humble ſtation, as b 4 | I 
| mean in their original and unpromiſing in their a- 
pearance, like the cedars of Lebanon upon the lo 
I yÿy ſhrubs that ſeek ſhelter under their venerable ſhade, _ —_— 
net once adverting, that the grand leveller Death is, = | 
mean while, laying the ax to the root that will ſoon 6 
lay both themſelves and all their towering honours. - i 
5 profits i in the duſt This read teacher will then 1 


THE = BENE _ or 


Atually convince the moſt haughty and arrogumt 

8 this unwelcome and mortifying truth, which | 

are now ſo averſe to believe, That God hath made 

of one blood all the nations and individuals upon the 

face of the earth; and that its proudeſt ſons and 
ke, ” potentates muſt ſoon die like the meaneſt of 
their ſubjects, and leave all their boaſted and envied 
wealth and grandeur behind them. The Apoſtle's | 
imple queſtion, with the plain, yet concluſive reafon- 
ing founded upon it, applies no leſs to the king en 
F  -+the throne than to the pooreſt beggar:“ Who ma- CE, 
ck xeth thee to differ from another? ad what hu mo 
_—— thou that thou didſt not receive? Now if thou didft | 1 
e receive it, why doſt thou glory as if thou hadſt not 

i received it* ?? This commonly acknowledged, but 

| almoſt as commonly neglected principle, might, of it= | 
- elf, prove ſufficient to check our pride and vain glo- 1 

eee eee, er gate ee 5 
moſt proſpłrous and elevated ſituations. Did we 3. 
view every preſent advantage and enjoyment, 28 ſo 1 
many gifts freely beſtowed, to which we had no 5 - 4 
_ vious claim, then every additional bleſſing, crowded A 
- Intoourlot, would ſerve only to remind us of our for. | + 
mer indigence;. and the greater and more numerous 
= theſe bleſſings were, the greater debtors ſhould we 
_ deem ourſelves, the more deeply would we ferl our 

Cionſtant and needy dependence on God, and the leſs 

_ . diſpofed would we be to glory in ourſelves-for the ' 
paſſeſſion of them, or to underralue, much leſs de- 
. piſe others, merely for the want of them. Till the 
. 1 force of this principle is felt, it is impoſſible we ſhould 
_ ood SIRE: en in e or rer, 5 
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. the perſuaſion and influence of this trutb. 


How foon will all the acquiſitions. of the wad, 


hh now give occaſion to ſo much pride, envy, and 


contention in the land of mortals, make to themſelves 
wings, and take their final flight From their diſap- 
pointed owners to their next momentary reſidenes 


At che approach of the king of terrors, the princes, 


wider than theirs; and in his gloomy territories bg 


reduced to a level with the pooreſt of the people, | 
vith even the moſt ahject and wretched of their ſlayes. 


5 Who would then glory i in honours to be ſo ſoon hu- 
ried in the tomb, the lang home of the prince as well 
as of the peaſant! or envy thoſe, poſſeſs now what they 
vill, who are to be ſo ſoon. thus reduced to the ſame 


tals?-May. not theſe, at that awful and all-levelling 
event, accoſt the great, the mighty, and honourable of _ 
the work 


and the chief ones of the earth, to the haughty mo- 


march of Babylon, upon his deſcent to the land of - © 
1 1 ſkulls, 9 Att Aiden alſo become weak a as we: 2 ee | 


to che grave, Genes polls. of. thy Aale; the —_ 
* ig 3 under thee, and the worms cover thee #9. 
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. 3 Humility 3 ANY? FP ſubmiſſion 1 
o the divine will, theſe kindred graces which conſti- 
_ tute the proper temper of a Chriſtian, and lend mu- 
tual aid and. ſupport. to each other, take their uy 5 


Kings, and emperors of the earth muſt deſcend from 
f their imperial thrones, and reſign their crowns, their Nt 
i ſceptres, and robes of ſtate, at the feet of this impe- 
_ ious monarch, whoſe empire extends immenſely 


: abject condition with the meaneſt of their fellow- mor- 


1d, in the inſulting ſalutation e eee, | 
4 phet puts into the mouth of the kings of the nations, 
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in that tiered ode, we are preſented with bins and | 
Images inimitably grand and beautiful,—awful and 

ſfublime; yet admirably fitted to ſtain the pride of all 
Human glory: for hitherto may it come, but no far- 
ther, and here ſhall all its encroaching waves be ſtay- 

ed. What the Lord of Hoſts, with whom i is wiſdom 
and ſtrength, counſel and underſtanding, is ſaid to 


bave purpoſed againſt Tyr, that crowning city, whoſe | 
- merchants were princes, and traffickers the honour- | 


by able of the earth, did he viſibly execute upon this 


_Havghty monarch and his fuperb metropolis, as fore- 


= told long before by the prophet *, and will upon all 
of that generation of whom Agur ſpeaks t, whoſe . 


- eyes are ſo very lofty, and eye-lids are-lifted-up.” The 
_ 'L6rd of Hoſts hath purpoſed it, to ſtain the pride of 
all earthly glory, and to bring into contempt all the 


| honourable of the earth +; which he awfully fulfilled 
In the caſe of both Tyre and Babylon. Thus he pours 


- Contempt upon inces, as Job emphatically expreſſes 
it, and weakeng#fthe ſtrength of the mighty; for in 
His hand is the ſoul, or life, of __ pere mag and | 
the breath of all mankind p. mY 2 
Even mental endowments, man's chief Aittinction . 
*. the inferior creatures, and what, when poſſeſſed 
in any eminent degree, gives the trueſt ſuperiority o- 8 
ver moſt of his own ſpecies, afford, however, no 
ground of zlorying, no juſt occaſion of pride and ſelf. 
eſtimation. How often, in the courſe of theſe few un- 
tertain days, that will fo ſoon be finiſhed, are ſome of 
the brighteſt luminaries ſecn to ſet under a cloud, 
horn of all thoſe radiant beams, which, while they 
- have imparted light to many, do ill e. excite our ad- 1 


eisen ag + Prov. xxx. 13. titan. ry 
1 n 8 


- NUMBERING « OUR bars. 
miration The knowledge of the frailty and. mutabis 


and the contemplation of our latter end, may, through 


_ which are ſo incident to feeble mortals in the preſent. 
imperfect ſtate. Be our. talents, our condition, and 


; | i Proſpecte i in the world ever ſo flattering, from ſuch | 


E:: nan exerciſe may each of us learn thus to reaſon with. | 
85 | _ himſelf, Why ſhould I make much ado about fu 
| {| . - periority and precedence in life, who. am ſo Toon 
do be reduced to a ſtate of equal meanneſs with'the 
Py © pooreſt of my fellow - creatures! How highly inde- 
HH cent and unbecoming to exalt myſelf. and debaſe 
KY FRED © others, ſince a few days, or years at moſt, will ſtrix 
me of all theſe things which now make me to differ. 
PEA bu * from them, bring down to the common level, and 
prepare my long home and ſilent bed in the duft of 
death, to which I muſt retuxn naked. and 1 


© as I came into the world! Why ſhould 1 then be 2 


* © proud: of what I muſt ſo ſoon reſign, and What, 


+ while poſſeſſed, can impart ſo little real honour and _ _ 


_ ® happineſs / How much, my brethren, are conlide- 

_ rations like theſe fitted to humble the native pride of 
the human heart, to which ſo. many give looſe reins,. 
and to fink us as low in our own opinion as our nw, 
© bitation will in a little bel « Duſt thou art,” ſays. 
the oracle of heaven, ec and to duſt thou ſhalt re- 

s turn.” This is verified when death unbinds he. 
vital tie, and depoſits the mortal part in his humble 


* Fs f * 


manſion. Sure, then, we have no great reaſon to 4 = 


2 z 1 | glory i in our original or end, both of which are alike 
mean and deſpicable. | The children of pride, ho 
m 1 in e Ing and be 
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lity of our nature, and all its endowments and acqui» - 
 Gtions, derived from the enumeration of our days, 


the concurring. influence of the grace and Spirit of 8 3 7 5 
Soc, effectually cure us of that pride and vanity _ , 


G 2 e 
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=” ak th evils and ee of their future dwell- 
ning, where the rich and the poor, the crowned head: 
LE and the beggar, who alike have God for cir comm. 
mon Maker, meet together on equal terms, diveſted! 
of every preſent diſtinction and temporary difference. 
3 80 faid Solomon, who had the honour to rank among 5 
ite potentates of the earth, none of whom have fur- | 
pauaſſed him in glory'®. Hence, he that mocketh, or 
-  3nſulteth the poor, is ' faid to reproach his Maker +3, if 
dar is, to impeach the wiſdom and goodheſs of Gd, 
5 by 0 . in his providence, hath appointed among men 
fuch diverſity of rank, and inequality of pecans 8 
for reaſons no leſs beneficent to ſociety, than wiſe im 
ke uſelves. It alſo reproaches God in our nature, | . : 
who once became poor to make many rich. It is but 
a few'days, and the moſt dignified and havghty of 
ES - "mortals, ſhall become the tenants of that land where 
| b '.. ſuperiority is not claimed, where precedence ſhall not 
be diſputed, where the poor EY not envy the rich, 
nuor the rich deſpiſe. or oppreſs the poor. Such as 
enn now, in the pride of their heart, exalt themſelves; | 
and deſpiſe others, will God very ſoon debaſe. 1 . 
© their haughtineſs and ambition will he in a little Me 
' ab he does to che moſt. boiſterous of all elements, the 
= when its raging billows laſh the ſhore, and threat. 
en to overwhelm the adjacent land, . Hitherto ſhalt 
«thou come, but no pathos: and here ſhall thy proud - 
ec wayes be ſtayed t. His eyes are upon the ee 
that he may bring them down: He will bring don 
| th 25 2222 this he FT Me at- e 
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a th tens nsch of ths juſt, too; will vapor con” 
upon- their perſons, and give the pooreſt of his 
people dominj over them. 
feription does the Plalmiſt give of the vanity and in- 
ſtability of all that earthly glory which inſpires ſo 
much pride and ſelf. admiration; and of the very dif- 
ferent conditions of good and bad men at and after 


5 death * and how. much does it merit the ſerious at- : 
tention of all, eſpecially « of Went to erg che Spiele” 8 
of God here Aude! i; 8 - = 


| As' numbering our days, or thi POR 5 confiders- 
tion of our approaching end, is caleulated'to/inſpire' * 
| bumility and Jowlineſs of mind in every ſituation an& 


„ SE 
* 
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What a ſtriking ge- 5 N 


hy 


* 


 eircumſtance in life, ſo likewiſe to exeite to Watch. 
fulneſs and eireumſpection, leſt an event ſo very un- 5 4 
certain in the time and manner of its approach, 3 
| ſhould ſurpriſe us in an a hour when we look not D 
=” T ee Ng] | By the unakerabls- 
bo deree of heaven, i it is appointed for men once to die . 12 
ver che partieler period and mode ef our depatt. 
hence are among theſe/ things which God hath, foo. - 
reaſons wiſe and gracious, put in his own power; i | 
- that, while the general fat admits not of a moment 1 
doubt, wich reſpect: to individuals, nothing can be 
more unknown and precarious. Whatever healtly 
and vigour we may poſſeſs, at no period can we pre- I 
mie ourſelves the continuance of life; or ſecurity as 8 
| gainſt che uſſaults of diſeaſe and death. To theſe fall. wn 
a factifice the tender babe, che blooming youth, and | VR 
| Kiili' whoſe breaſts ate full of milk, and bones moiſt= | 
a ened with marrow, den e the man of old age. | 
(4464 1 | 


bd upon which no ſooner, does Godyblows 
1 = chan it withers and dies. Hence, ſayg the Prophet; 


* 


3 for wherein is he to be accounted'of +?” 
gender thread may de cut aſunder in a moment by: 
In thouſand unforeſeen caſualties, at each of which 
ben may find a certain avenue to the heart. This 
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highly prized FREE men; yet bmeſhing i is 1 
prefixed to ſnhew how far theſe fail in deſcribing: it. 
Is it deſigned a houſe ?—as a peculiar recommenda- 
tion, it is our heavenly ' Father's houſe, a houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Is it de- 
a city ?—it is the new the holy Jeruſalem, the 
eity of the living: God, - more coſtly in its materials, 
more ſplendid in its ornaments, more magnificent 
in its palaces, more numerous and brilliant in its N 
happy. and dignified inhabitants, more ſpacious in * 
its extent, and more firm and impregnable in its 
foundations and walls, man any, or all the cities of 
which earth could ever boaſt. A city this ſo dura- 
dle and permanent, ſo precious and glorious, that its 
foundations are repreſented by rocks of ſolid gems, its 
pavements deſcribed as gold, and its ſeveral gates as 
compoſed of one maſſy pearl *.—Is it compared to KEY 
an inheritance? it is ſuch an one as fadeth not away 
to a kingdom? it is the kingdom of God; one that 1 
cannot be moved; — to a crown? it is a crown of glo- 
wears it; a crown of life, which ſecures a glorious 
» immortality to the happy poſſeſſor. Is their felicity 
ſtiled a fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for, evermore.?— 
to enhance their value, theſe are to be enjoyed in the . , 
- preſence of God, and at his right handþ—Fully to 
diͤeſoribe their bliſs, or even to form an adequate idea 
al it, exceeds all human efforts. If the comforts and 
on here, as felt and embraced in its life 
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will they refine and improve-in the world of light, 
00; and bliſs, where mn. 
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| ans beg for complete enjoyment ? Is it pleaſant and 
delightful to taſte of the grapes of Eſhcol ?—to drink 


of the ſtreams of that river, which makes glad hs. 


| city of God? and, from mount Piſgah, to take a dif- 


tant view of the land of promiſe ? What muſt it prove 
then to be tranſlated to the celeſtial paradiſe !. to eat 
of the fruit and fit ꝑnder the ſhade of the tree of life, 


mo grows there; and be placed at the very foun- 


in- head of felicity, on the banks of the pure river 


= water of life, which flows clear and tranſpa- 
rent as cryſtal from the throne of God and the Lamb! 
Is it pleaſant and refreſhing to the ſoul, to anticipate, 
in the exerciſe of faith and hope, the honourable em- 


ployment, and refined joys and pleaſures of the hea- 
venly ſtate? what then to ſhare, after the toils and 
fatigues of our weary pilgrimage, that ſacred reſt 


_  4which remaineth for the people of God * 1” When 
| the Lord Jeſus ſhall appear in his own, and in his 
Father's glory, attended by his mighty angels, be 


« ranſomed of the Lord, who now, in the exerciſe. 


of faith, hope, and a patient continuance. in well do- 
ing, look for him, „ ſhall return, and come to Zion 


with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their heads; 


« they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow, 
« and fighing ſhall flee away +,” Amid that grand 
(celeſtial community, God himſelf dwells and pre. 
- fides, as their Sovereign, their Father, and their 
ſource of light and bliſs, as well as the object and 
centre of their worſhip and praiſe. All its members 
ate holy, peaceful, and happy; for in the enjoyment 
of his fayour and preſence they poſſeſs an endleſs | 
"duration of glory, IE and telicity:; 9 6h; So, 6 * 


v. Heb. 1 Iv. 9. * Iſa. xxxv. 10. 
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the Apiie; ce ſhall they be ever with 4. Lord; z the 
© Certain accompliſhment of which conſolatory pro- 
. miſe he urges as a ſufficient ground of comfort, even 
n proſpect, under the heavieſt trials and diſtreſſes of 
e. Then ſhall Jeſus, in whom they now believe 
and rejoice, though unſeen, as the object of their 
= - 5. faith, love, and hope, be beheld, without 'interrup= 
= 154 — or an interpoſing vail, as the brightneſs of the | 
« Father's glory, and the expreſs image of tis per- - 
44 ſon, “ 4c as the chiefeſt among ten thouſands, the | ; 
_ ſim and ſource of all beauty and excellence; who is 
in himſelf, and in the eſtimation of all that have eyes 
to behold him, < altogether lovely.“ With what e-. 
tatic joy will they view theſe ſacred temples that once 
wore a crown of thorns, that they might wear a crown 
5 of life and glory! theſe hands that were ever ready 
= —- to relieve the ne dy and diſtreſſed; and theſe feet 
_—= cla erer abou always to do good, ſtill bearing in. 
deelible marks of their having been once nailed to the 
accurſed tree fox their ſins, and in order to accompliſh - 
their ſalvation ! With what ineffable delight will they 
take part in the ſong of - Moſes and the Lamb; that 
new and triumphant anthem of the redeemed? Thou 
4 art worthy; for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed 
us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation; and haſt made us 
0 unto our God kings and prieſts.” 44 Unto him 
that loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his 


0 — 
3 
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*<-0wn blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts un- 
to God even his Father; ae be glory and do- 
« minion for ever and ever. Amen .“ Though _ . 


9 28 cannot * part int n vi the Ge. 8 . ; 
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: 15 4. yet. do ant join in the general chorug— e Wor- 


* 


* 


% thy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, 
« and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, 
« and glory, and bleſſing join with an univerſe of 
beings | in aſcribing . Bleſſing, and honour, and 
« glory, and power, unto him that ſitteth upon the 
« throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever *.” 
Wichout doubt ſuch an exerciſe carries more than its 
con reward with it, in the ſoul-tranſporting joys it 
inſpires. _ There each overcomer ſhall inherit all 
things; for ſays, the faithful and true One, I will 


* 4 1 5 
9 * 74 
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< be his God, and he ſhall be my ſon. God him- | 


44 ſelf ſhall. be with them, and ſhall wipe away all 


tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be no more 
« death, neither ſorrow nor crying, neither ſhall there 
ee be any more pain: for the former things are paſſed 
« away.” In Emanuel's happy land above, the bleſſed: 
" haye. free acceſs to the ſtreams of the pure river of 
the water of life, which make God's city, the holy _ 
Ieruſalem, exceeding glad; and to the tree of life 
and immortality which grows amidſt the celeſtial 
paradiſe. 110 Their city needs neither ſun nor moon 


A to ſhine in it, becauſe there is no night there ;. for 


« the glory of God enlightens and overſhadows ity. 


Ad and. the Lamb is the light and temple thereof, . 
| 64 The ſaved nations ſhall come to its. light, and walk | 
e in the brightneſs of. i its ſhining.“ Such kings and 


nobles of the earth as are wiſe enough. to ſubmit to- 


heart ſhall be bleſſed i in ſeeing and 1 Goch. 


n 
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_ 


1 Meſſiah, their Prince, will bring their glory and ho- 92 5 
nour into it, and hither likewiſe ſhall the glory and: 
honour, of - the nations be brought. Here the pure: __ 
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* the beloved Apoſtle ſpeak in ſuch lofty 


I e hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have entered | 4 
8 into the heart of man to conceive, the things which | 


city, the human mind cannot form, nor the language 
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| while all the effects & b the eu e 1 in are 
done away. Of the felicity of the Church en © 


which can receive their full completion only i in Ha e 

ven, when Jeſus ſhall gather together his * „ 

dwell and reign for ever with him. SE ES 
But, mſtead of attempting farther to deſcribe fuck: 3 WEN 

| happineſs, ſuffice i it to ſay, with bleſſed Paul, who W... 

ſelf was caught up, for a time, into the third hea- 

vens, where he now reigns in bliſs with God, „Eye 


4 God hath. prepared for them that love him 3 


in order to ſhew the riches of his glorious kid i 


and the honour of his excellent majeſty. The Apoſtle, | 
indeed, adds, „But God hath revealed them unto us 


< by his Spirit; yet can they be beheld only by the 5 


de oye of faith, which at beſt is ſo. dim as to ſee but 


_ darkly, and as through a glaſs, when compared with / 
the clear beatific viſion of God and divine things. - | 
© which is enjoyed above. An idea more noble, grand, 1 

and ſignificant than this ſtriking climax, or gradation, 
"conveys, and that with inimitable beauty and ſimpli- 


| of men expreſs; Mach hath the eye ſeen, and fi 1 
more hath the ear heard, yet the mind of man can! 
conceive what almoſt infinitely exceeds both, and, 


_ notwithſtanding, the future bleſſedneſs of the faints | 
* ſurpaſſeth the whole. Though men and angels were 


to employ all their powers of intelligence, from the 
commencement of time, in deviſing and ſelecting all | 
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= reach: it; for this is the reſult of the deliberations. BF 
A of a Three-One-God, the effect of the combined ef= 1 5 
forts of the infinite and eternal attributes of Deity. 
11 Add to all this, its never-ending duration; and ſay;.- 
if the undefiled in the way, who have it all now in cer= 

. tain nen are and ſhall not be ble 2 


-Tawvs Berg I al a IP evey ere TY 
| u r annexed to the character ſpecified in the text, as: 

| . compriſing what good men enjoy in the preſent lifes, __ 
„ —what-therr diſembodied JT are ne to _ . 

| 1 Ghall enjoy in 3 wichs mids ever, to commence 1 
at the conſummation of this paſſing ſcene of things. 
| What hath been fuggeſted, however, fo. far from ſer- 
|  ving to give an adequate idea of it, in all or either 
of theſe views, is, like Moſes” diſtant proſpect of the 
I uud of Canaan, but very limited and imperfect. N ay, 
die moſt extenſive view the human mind, aided W 
Ixeexelation itſelf, and that faith which is the erid ende 
| of things not ſeen, can take of lach unbounded felt ll 
| city, in its nature and extent, comes by far much 

ſhorter of the reality, than a rude delineation of a 


country in a map would be found to be when com- 
pared with the original. From this ſurvey of the: 
hleavenly felicity, brief and imperſect as it is, we may, 
however, learn ſomething of a theme ſo copious and 
5 ſublime, that all that ean be ſaid or ĩmagined by men or 1 
[angels, by ſaints or ſeraphs, in the church below or te 
|  ehvirs above, muſt come infinitely ſhort of a full di-. 
play; for the love and grace of God, and the che? 
9 ; 5 Chriſt, which are there fully manifeſted and enk f 
ER, ; _ ores, will remain unexhauſted to all eternity. | Let 
| F Ker bear this in mind * our inquiries about 
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the hy FREY happineſs to be one day e ig FS 
| nh and beſtowed upon the ſaints; and let the conſider | 
tion ſo weigh with us, as to have a correſponding in- 
fluence on our hearts and lives. To the whole 
let me now nen a few eee, a 


= 


From this fabjeck we may then juſtly infer, The . 
- true dignity, excellence, and bleſſedneſs of a charac- - z 
ter founded on goſpel principles; and its happy ten- 1 
en to recommend religion to the eſteem and prac- 
tice of thoſe. whoſe minds may be e pled 


ners, daves to Pol luſts 1 ae may, like the 

| deaf adder, ſhut their ears againſt the dictates of rea | 
: ee eee charms of heavenly wiſdom; while | | 
the plain, yet. perſuaſive cloquence of a holy conver- | | 
ſation may force conviction on the heart. By the 
pure and peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs God is glo- 
rified; men benefited, and, through his bleſſing, made „ 
better; the doctrine of our Divine Saviour adorned; _ 
hes mouths. of gain ſayers ſtopped z, and the hearts bf. - 4: 

the truly godly. made glad. It is owing to the for- | 


ae! is ere n. greats di 


© bidding and unlovely conſtraint which ſome feligious 5 | 
.. perſons unaccountably aſſume, but more eſpecially to 0 
the baſe and diſingenuous conduct of hypocrites and | 15 
= mere nominal profeſſors, that motely race, that the 3 
Lee eee ere G re Wo 

1 

4 
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ft ; "2d -the-wahlie BYE, _ tights eee purine yi 5 175 
the performance of them, by an inviſible witneſs, and 1 

] 

; 


the proſpect. of things unſeen, r and diſtant FF 
be e prove. ingratefu to his friend, or re 
1 5 „ hs 15 | n 4 


; ing brought thither in their own complete 
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* to his enemy. ho is fo far . return. 


ing evil for evil, or railing for railing, that he is diſ, 


poſed to overlook and forgive hatred and ſlander, and 


to pray for, and, as he finds: opportunity, do “ 


thoſe that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute him; while 
be, at the ſame time, clearly perceives, and ſenſiblyß 


feels the nature and effects of ſueh injurious treat- 


ment z—he who can thus think and act is certainly 
formed to promote the good of ſociety, and the ho- 
nour of human nature: yet ſo far are theſe and the 
like from being extraordinary virtues, that they are 


but the ordinary, the indiſpenſable duties of a Chriſti» 


an, which every one, worthy of the name, muſt and 
will,, as occaſion offers, exemplify in his temper and 


carriage in life. Who would not then wiſh to be u- 
defiled in the way, eſpecially when he reflects, that 


5 to this character is annexed the certain enjoyment of 
trueſt bliſs? Something of the nature and magnitude 
of this bleſſedneſs, with their title to it, and abſolute 


ſecurity of enjoying it through endleſs duradien, bah 


been already ſuggeſted. The undefiled and unfading . 
_ mheritance—the heavenly - kingdom and immo rt al 
crown, are prepared by God the Father, purc 


by God the Son, exhibited- and ſecured in Pi: pro- i 


miſes of the well ordered covenant, and reſerxyed in 


hearts, is the ſure pledge and earneſt of their poſſeſ- 
ſing theſe in due time, and the efficient cauſe of their 
grewing meetneſs for them; and the exaltation of _ 
Jeſus in their name, and as their head and ſurety, to 
prepare manſions for them, infallibly ſecures their be⸗ 


- 


In this way all room for boaſting is effectually . 
e God . wn: 41030 eee 


no 
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heaven for the ſaints; while God the Spirit, in their fs {8 [ 
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3 prog © cxconomy of 2 as in the kingdom of na- n 


{coin this ſubject it i is alſo Badesee infor; The i, | 

extreme folly and miſtaken notion of thoſe who look | 

; upon religion as a gloomy, joyleſs ſerrice, —and on EA 

6: - its profeſſors as a ſet of dull, melancholy, inſipid crea- . f 
ttures, ſtrangers to all the innocent pleaſures of life. 


1 80 far is this, however, from being in fact the caſe, 5 
=. that we may aver, on the authority of God, and from | 
dae experience of his people in al ages, that Chriſti. | + 
mity debars its votaries only from ſuch plenfureeas, 138 
| Hlattering as they may appear in anticipation, elude | .* 
dur fondeſt hopes, and, like the ſhadow of the human 
bdody, the more eagerly purſued, fly the ſwifter from 2 
us ſuch pleaſures as, in their indulgence, degrade hu- 5 
man nature into a level with the grazing tribes, „ 
yea into a reſemblance of, and kind of affinity: with . 
' - "the fiends of hell; While, in reverſion, it lays open 
fſuch ſourees of pure, permanent, intellectual ples. f + 
fures, as are fitted at once to delight, refine, and ex. 1 
alt our rational nature, all crowned with the teſtimo- 
my of a conſcience void of offence, and a ſenſe of tbe + 
Divine favour and approbation, which adminiſter a 1 4 
| nich, a never- failing fund of joy and conſe latin. 
Thoſe who give a different repreſentation of the mat. 
+ 2. Wor are very incompetent judges, and ſo not to be re- : | 
 garded, when they preſume to ſpeak. evil of What 
they know not- They are either fuch as have never 
made trial of true religion, and fo cannot ſpeak from 
experience; or, if they have ſeemed to begin in the 
re Sens mo turned back and nds in wa 


| ature, Beſides, — prejudices in urs 2 4 
; world, _ the re e of fin and ſenſe, 1 
| i 08 „„ | - 18 54 / 90 4 
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e their teſtimony partial and bee ane 


therefore unworthy of credit. Granting they have a 
wajority on their fide; yet, when reaſon, the expe- 
rience of the wiſeſt and beſt in all ages, and the word 


4 God declare againſt them, it is not difficult to 


judge what weight is due to their unfayourable re- 


port. No fewer than ten of the ſpies accorded with 


one voice in their unfair repreſentation of the plea. 
fant land of promiſe, while only two gave a juſt and 


- faithful report of what they had ſeen: but did their 


number juſtify the Iſraelites in believing them rather 


than Caleb and Joſhua ? or invalidate the teſtimon : 


of the latter? Indeed, neither their number nor con- 


. fident aſſertions could ſcreen either themſelves. or 
| thoſe that gave them credit from the juſt puniſh- 


ment of their infidelity, and contempt of the Divine 


goodneſs; and ſo ſhall it prove with all who follow 
the example of the one or the other. What claim, 


then, can theſe have to our aſſent who make free to 


8 tell us, that to be religious is the certain way to be Hf 


unhappy? and how inexcuſable, yea criminal, to lend 


them a willing ear, when they calumniate what they | 
are utter ftrangers to, and e ee what ers 


have never felt or experienced! I 
Nor does the ſubject we have been . 


les clearly refute the fatal miſtake af thoſe who ſeek- 


and expect happineſs from vain amuſements, ſenſual 


gratifications, and the momentary poſſeſſion of tran- 


ſient wealth and honours; purſuing, with unremit- 
ted/aſſiduity, an airy phantom, which hath often diſ- 


appointed their fondeſt wiſhes, often eluded cheir 
moſt eager embrace. That theſe, even in their great - 
et variety, and fulleſt extent, cannot make a perſon 


2 1 is evident from the verdict of ee who 


N 6 | | 1 1 2 5 


Ane the! CN PRION; rabbits every „ polible een 
on his ſide. He, notwithſtanding, found all to be 


but vanity, and the pregnant ſource of diſappoint- 
ment and vexation of ſpirit. - Beſides the occaſional 


hints to be met with in his other writings, the book _ 
of Eccleſiaſtes is wholly intended to illuſtrate and 
confirm this general propoſition, with which he ſets 
out; and of which he does not once loſe fight throughj- 
out the whole: « Vanity of vanities, ſaith the preach- 


er, vanity of vanities, all is vanity !” With this 


perfectly coincides the judgment of his royal father, 
. < Verily every man, at his beſt ſtate;” or, as the mar- 


gin reads it, his ſettled ſtate, when he is fixed in the 


world, and thinks the mountain of his outward pro- 
ſiſperity ſtands ſo ſtrong that it ſhall never be moved, 


even then © is he altogether vanity.” —« Surely every 


man walketh in a vain ſhew : ſurely, they are diſ- 
1 ee eee eee ei pen and know- 
oeh not who ſhall gather them“. He walketh in 


a Vain ſhew, or image, as the word imports, intimat- 


- Ing that their proſperity and enjoyments come as far 
- ſhort of what they pretend and the world imagines, 
28 2 mere image comes of the living original. With 
9 reaſon, therefore, does the Apoſtle: James cau- 


tion and admonith the rich and afluent, not to rejoice 


| n their elevated rank and ſtation in life, or in the ex- 


tent of their outward. poſſeſſions, which may indeed 


command the gratifications of ſenſe, and are fre- 


quently employed to procure the coſtly, and but too 


; " often criminal pleaſures and amuſements of the world; 


© butin that they ate made low, in the humble, meek, 
mu nee, beer: e en ny 
| . e 11 
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grace, whe regulated by the precepts and hopes of 


the goſpel, as an evidence of their intereſt in tlie 
meek and lowly Jeſus; becauſe, as the flower of the 


=  . graſs, they muſt quickly reſign all theſe external cir- 
| cumſtances, about which thoſe who know no better 
are ſo very ſolicitous, and paſs: away into a ſtate of 


away in his ways.” What the world is moſt apt 


being where they can no longer pleaſe. or adorn 


them. For no ſooner is the ſun riſen! with a burn- 


ing or ſcorching heat, but the graſs, which lately 


| looked fo fair and flouriſhing, withers and is dried 
up; and the flower thereof, with all its fading glories 


blaſted, falleth to the ground, and the grace—all the 


lovely beauty of its delicate fafhion or form, periſh» 


eth: 4 So,” ſays he, „ ſhall the rich man alſo fade 


to covet and admire, however little adverted to by its 
votaries, experience ſhews to be tranſitory and fad- 
ing as the graſs, or even the flower of the field ; and 
not ſeldom, like theſe fair but tender productions of 
nature, is conſumed by the exceſs of thoſe very cauſes! - 

to which it owes its exiſtence and beauty. —By-the 


| 55 ke beautiful and expreſſive i image does the Prophet 


luſtrate the ſame important truth. The voice bids 
him cry, .* All fleſh is graſs, and all the goodlineſs,” 
or glory, * thereof is as the flower of the field.“ — 
The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth but he 
„ word of our God Mall ſtand for ever *,” How 
- to reflect, that, while all dependance on 


- ereated things, and theſe things themſelves, are un- 


certain and precarious as the graſs which ſoon ys 


eth, and the flower: of the field which quickly = 


Ann 006 york of God in the goſpel, its doines and 
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Lg e which we are called to receive 1 ndde = 
in as the ground of our ſure hope, ſhould be perma- 
nent and immutable as his throne May we then 
ſhare, and chiefly prize theſe durable riches and righ- 
teouſneſs, and that honour which cometh from God, 
and is immortal as its Divine Auther.. 
In ſliort,. To ſeek: and expect happineſs in any 
way diſapproved of Heaven, is not only offenſive to * 
God, but to the laſt degree vain and deluſory with 1 
regard to ourſelves. How great and fatal the infu: 
ence of fin over the heart of man! How blind, hoc 
infatuated the human mind thereby! The expedients 
to which the ſinner, in his wiſdom, frequently hath | 
.  Fecourſe, in order to promote his happineſs and eſta- 1 
bliſh himſelf and family in the earth, often forward . . 
his deſtruction, and prove the occaſion of ſorrow, * | — 
& diſappointment, and miſery to both. As a ſtriking 
precof and illuſtration of this, I need only refer to the 
Hhiſtory of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who firſt reign- 
= ed over the ten tribes, after their revolt from the 
* houſe of David, and that of his ſucceſſors, who, ac- 
1 tuated by the fame motives, followed his example. 
WW * That prince, inſtead of relying, in the way of dutiful 
= obedience, on the promiſe God made him by the pro- 
WE phet he ſent to andint him, in his carnal policy eſta- ey 
—_ bliſhed idolatry in his kingdom by a law, in order to . 
1 prevent his ſubjects from revolting to their former lord, 
sdldãknd fo to ſecure the ſucceſſion to the throne in his won 
line and family. Hereby, however, he brought upon . 
himſelf the very thing he wiſhed to prevent,—pro- 1 
=” cured the ruin of his family and kingdom, as Abi . 
8 the prophet of the Lord. foretold *; and ſo will it 
A prove with all who are too wiſe i in No own nen 4 
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to feel proſperity and ſafety, real Nensür and perma- 
nent felicity, in God's way; „for who hath ever 
ec yet hardened himſelf againſt him and proſpered ?” 
Whoſoever will be a friend of the world, by adopt- 
ing or falling in with ſuch meaſures, and is determin- 
ed, at all hazards, to purſue it as his chief good, the 
Apoſtle James tells us, is the enemy of God—is,' by 


a juſt and neceffary-conſequence from ſuch conduct, 5 


now declared and adjudged, beyond controverſy, to 


be fuch. Let all of this character and contplexion 


read their doom, as recorded by the Prophet, . There- 
. & fore, as the fire devoureth the ſtubble, and the flame 
cc conſumeth the chaff, ſo their root ſhall be as rotten- 7 
« neſs, and their bloſſom ſhall go up as duſt: becauſe 


they have caſt away the law of the Lord of hoſts, and 
« deſpiſed the word of the holy One of Iſrael *.”. By the 


mouth of the ſame inſpired. writer does he farther ad- 
dreſs them, © Behold, my ſervants ſhall eat, but ye ſhall 
« be hungry: behold, my ſervants all drink, but ye 
te ſhall be thirſty: behold, my ſervants ſhall rejoice, but 
cc ye ſhall be aſhamed : behold, my ſervants ſhall ling 
« for joy of heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſorrow of heart, 


. and ſhall how! for vexation =o ſpirit; ; and ye ſhall 


_ © leave your name for a curſe +.” The unhappy caſe 
and fatal difappointment of all who now indulge the 
fond hopes of future happineſs, and yet neglect the 


alone way in which it can be obtained, he elſewhere 
emphatically deſcribes: «They ſhall be even as when 


Ka hungry man dreameth, and behold he eateth z 


ec but he awaketh, and his ſoul is empty: or as when 1 
« x thirſty man dreameth, and behold he drinketh; 1 


0 but he awaketh, and behold be is faint, and bis © 


5 . 10. v. 24. 1 Ifa. Izv. 13. 14. * 
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Both phraſes import his wrath, and the eaſe and ſud- 
denneſs with which it takes effect. While fach ſhall 
be their doom, portion, and the lot of their inheri- 
rance, be undefiled-in the way, to uſe the language of 
the ſame ſeraphic Prophet, « Shall have their bread 
given them, and their water ſure: while, for their 


« * ſprings of water }.” 
To conclude, No leſs. egregious. | in Gr nature, 


with a partial obſervance of its precepts, are ſuffici- 
happineſs; while they overlook union to the Son of 
Anterceſſion, for the acceptance of their perſon 050 


ſervices, and a vital principle derived from him, to- 
gether with the ſanctifying influences of his grace 


ee e 4 . — 6. 7. 
TY . . | infoaring. 
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« foul TY appetite *.”. They are driven ava 1 
erh in their iniquity; or, as Eliphaz emphatically }. 
_ expreſſes it, „They periſh by the blaſt of God, and 

e by the breath of his noſtrils are they conſumed 4.” 


e uſe and-refreſhment, waters ſhall break "out in the 
| « wilderneſs, and ſtreams in the deſart: the parched 
4 ground ſhall become a pooh and the ory Rs. 


ED and pernicious in their conſequences, are the miſta- 
ken views of thoſe who perſuade themſelves, that a 
profeſſed belief of the doctrines of the goſpel, an ex- 
nal attendance on its inſtituted forms of worſhip, 


ent to found their hopes of, and ſecure their title to 


God by faith, an' intereſt in his righteouſneſs and 


and Spirit, and that conſequent purity of heart and 
integrity of life which natively reſult from ſuch prin- _ 
ceiples. That inſtruction which leads to, and keeps 
| ſuch. falſe views in countenance, without a peradyen- | 
ture, cauſeth to err from the words of underſtanding, 
andi 16 therefore to be ceaſed from, as dangerous and 
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3 e -Remgrkable to this purpoſe are theſe 
words of inſpiration: The prophet that teacheth lies, 

& he is the tail. For the leaders of this people cauſe 

- them to err, and they that are led of them are de- 

4 ſtroyed ®.” It appears from the connexion, that 
their eccleſiaſtio leaders are rather intended; the falſe 
prophets who taught lies in the name of the Lords |: 

and the corrupt prieſts and Levites who cauſed them 

do err from his truths and ways. Their being led 
bol them, and ſeduced into error by them, did not, 
' However, ſecure them from deſtruction, which merits 
| the conſideration: of thoſe who treat all zeal for the 
faith once delivered to the faints as a matter of little 
moment, or rather of hurtful tendency in religion. 
The margin reads it, © They that call. this people 
| bleſſed cauſe them to err, and they that are called 
* | «© bleſſed of them are ſwallowed up or deſtroyed.” 
5 This may. refer to thoſe who officially pronounced 
| the facerdotal benediction; yet farther inſinuates, 
| that their doctrines were calculated to lead them to 
| miſtake their real ſtate before God, to lull them a-. 
13 leep in a fatal ſecurity, and flatter them with a fond 
hope of happineſs, while expoſed to the Divine 55 2 
Pleaſure. They bleſſed them; that is, ſpoke. peace, 
peace unto them, and pronounced them a happy peo- 
ple, as highly favoured of the Lord, at the very time 
tte fierce wrath of Heaven was ready to break forth 
. them for their ſins. Thus they taught and pro- 
I pheſied ſmooth things, as if ſo authorized of God, 
5 and the people loved to have it ſo;—in which, alas 1 „ 
both are followed but by too many in every age, i . 
ö whoſe Frinciples/and practice ſeem to fag, i opp ——"_ 
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5 tion to our Lord, Wide is the gate and broad 1s 
the way that leadeth to life, and many there be 
that find it! « There is a generation,” ſays-the roy- 


A al proverbialiſt, <« that are pure in their own eyes, 


and yet is not waſhed from their filthineſs “.“ To 
' ſuch, a way flattering to the native pride of man; 
and ſootfing to his prejudices and paſſions, may ſeem 
good and eligible; but the end of it is death. As 
that faith is vain and futile which doth not produce 
the peaceable fruits f righteouſneſs, in a holy life 


5 and converſation; fo theſe good works, however ſpe- 


- eious before men, who have no acceſs to diſcern the 
, Heart, which proceed not from a vital union of the ſoul 
to Jeſus,” and an inward principle of ſpiritual life i im 
planted by him, are ſpurious and counterfeit ; and ſo, 
when weighed in the balance of the ſanctuary, by the 


all. ſeeing impartial Judge, ſhall be found wanting, and 


rejected. Neither the moſt ſpecious moral virtues, 
getached from religion, nor the moſt flagrant profeſ- 
; Son of religion, without the power,—nor even both 
Joined together, can conſtitute a character undefiled 
in the fight and eſtimation of God. He whoſe rel. 
gious principles and motives are not drawn from the 
Bible, cannot perform acceptable obedience, whick 
muſt ever flow from a faith that works by love and 
purifies the heart; much leſs the man who imbibes 
Aud diſſeminates tenets directly oppoſite to the doc- 
trines of revelation, and, in their fatal influence, ſub- 
verſire of its ſacred deſign and tendency. His life 


I * and practice, therefore, mult be, in the ſight of God, 


egregiouſly defective and wrong, whatever they maß 
appear to human view, whoſe religious creed cannot, 


#2 the 5 8 Rand the teſt 1 the law and teſti⸗ \ 
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can influence to goſpel holineſs. To tchoſe who look 


upon ſoundneſs in the faith as a matter of ſmall mo- 


THE UNDEFILED. . —_ 
- mony for — goſpel principles and motives. . -.. 


ment in religion, or what is no way effential to the 


acceptance of our religious ſervices, and ſo take fanc- 1 
tuary in refuges of lies, ſuch as, the ſuppoſed good- 
neſs of their on hearts and native diſpoſitions, the 
boaſted uprightneſs and integrity of their motives and 


carriage in civil life, their ſincerity in religion, and 
what not, to the neglect of that ſelf- denied way of © 
_ falvation revealed in the goſpel; — to all of this com- 
plexion does God addreſs, himſelf by the Prophet, 
| & Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compaſs your- 


4 ſelves about with ſparks; walk in the light of your 


fire, and in the ſparks that ye have kindled. This. 
_ & ſhall ye have of mine hand, ye ſhall lie down in 
«ſorrow *.”  Agreeable to this, he ſaid, in the days. 
of his fleſh, © For judgment I am come into this 

«world; that they which ſee not might ſee ; aud that 
4 they which ſee might be made blind +:” that i is, 


that they who are deeply ſenſible of their own igho- 


 _ and the weakneſs and inſufficiency of their in- 
telleuab powers, in the concerns of God's glory and 
"abit own ſalvation, and ſo are deſirpus to be taught 
of him, and diſpoſed from the heart to ſubmit to his 
inſtruction, might be enlightened, by his word and 
Spirit, with ſaving diſcoveries of his will; and that 


| thoſe who. confide in their own reaſon” and under- 


| Randing, as ſufficient to direct and guide in the way 
to future happineſs, and ſo, in the pride of their 
babe renounce all dependance on ſupernatural aid 


and . might, as a judicial mie be \ 
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1 ch 1 up 1 natural blindneſs and meth C 
= - their own hearts, and fo; left to wander and periſh | | 3% 
in their own counſels. Such principles as tend not 
to humble and debaſe man in his own eyes, to exalt 
and recommend the only Saviour, in all his ſaving 
eee and to promote catholic, evangelical holi- 
© neſs, the moſt ſtriking features of which are, ſupreme | 
boxe and unreſerved ſubmiſſion to God Father, Son, — 
. = and Spirit, and an unfeigned love to men, eſpecially ff _ 
n + the houſchold of faith, however flattering they may 
prove to the native pride of the human heart, and 
ſpecious they may appear in the view of blinded car- 3 | 
nal reaſon, are yet diametrically oppoſite to the goſ- | 
pel of Chriſt, and ſubverſive of that genuine, unaffet= | _ 
ed goodneſs and piety it ſo forcibly inculcates and in- 8 


- fluences, and, of courſe, of the bleſſedneſs annexed 'Þ 
to the character in the text. That wiſdom, however, | - 
which is from above, is, and ſhall be juſtified r 
her children; and © whoſo findeth her findeth life, t 
34 and ſhall obtain favour of the Lord: but he that e 
„ « finneth againſt her wrongeth his own ſoul; and all 9 


| | i 1 : « they that hate her love death . May Jeſus, 


. therefore, intereſt us in his righteouſneſs, and ſane- 1 
tify us by his grace and Spirit, thus making us und-. 
lad in the way ; and, through him, may we now have 9 

3 acceſs, by one Spirit, to the Father, that ſa we may 1 
. > e happy here, and hereafter completely bleſſed in ha- Mo 
l . ving an abundant entrance adminiſtered unto us, at 1 
4 death and judgment, into his heavenly kingdom nod. "of 
. ee to be: 28 ar ever hs ws; e it; 1 
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Tg; the Son of God isch more unizerfally 
eſteemed, is owing to that fatal ignorance of 
his perſon and character which infeſts the human 
mind, and obſcures his moſt excellent glory:. for they 
that know his name will put their truſt in him, and 
entertain the higheſt eftcem and regard for him. Be 
an object ever ſo excellent in itſelf; or ever ſo inte- 
_ reſting to our happineſs, ſo long as it remains un- 
known there can be no deſire after it. Hence te 
Author of all exiſtence, the abſolute poſſeſſor of hea- 
ven and earth, the underived fource of unbounded 
felicity, and only Saviour of loſt men, comes to be 
deſpiſed and rejected, Even by thoſe whoſe everlaſt- 
ing happineſs depends upon a cordial” reception of 
him; while the illuſive vanities of time and ſenſe _ 
gain the. aſcendant in the heart, and preſeribe laws 
to the external deportment. While ſuch are. the ſen- 
timents and diſpoſitions of the men of the world, wh 
ſeek their honour and their portion here below, bleſ- 
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to whom this deſpiſed Saviour is dear and precious, i 
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and who are, and ſhall be honoured and enriched by 


him with all the ineſtimable privileges and immu- 
nities of 2 complete and everlaſting ſalvation. | 
What the ſacred hiſtorian fays, in commendation - 


of Abſalom's graceful appearance and comely pro- 


portion, applies, with ſtil] greater propriety, and in a 
much nobler ſenſe, to Jeſus the Son of God, as cloth- 


oo” 


ed with our nature, and therein accompliſhing our 


ſalvation: * In all Ifrael there was none to be ſo 


« much praiſed for his beauty; for, from the fole o ß . 


« his foot, even to the crown of his head, there was 


4 no blemiſh in him *.“ Jeſus is the ſource and cen- 


Work, and in his preſent cxalted ſtate, with all the 
2 | ewe i that flow from and are fecured by it to his 

people] How precious his blood divine, which pa- 
a 1 an offended God, cleanſes from all ſins, both 1 5 
1 wo their Hut and peers 5 129 5 and 8 a new, 175 


tre of all perfection, i in whom all created and uncre- 

ated excellencies meet. To comprehend or deſcribe 
theſe, infinitely tranſcends all the powers of finite un- 
derſtandings, and all the efforts of human language.” 
As poſſeſſed by him, they have a height and a depth, 
+8 length and a breadth, which the line of human rea- 
| fon cannot fathom,-to which all the powers of ima= 


gination can never ſoar, nor eternity itſelf fully un- 


fold! Whatever excellencies creatures may poſſeſs, 
from the higheft to the loweſt order, are but as fo 
many faint rays derived from him, the perfection of 
beauty, in whom they all dwell without meafure, and 
without alloy. How precious is he in the conſtitu- 


tion of his perſon, in the execution of his Mediatory 


"2 ts. 
1 


living, 


5 AN HONOURABLE. ONE. Hig . 


ming, and conſecrate way to the noleſt ap ali v whence 
we may come as children, ith all the confidence of 
8 faith, to a throne of grace, for mercy. to pardon, and 
grace to help in every time of need! I 
and ſaints on earth, he is a crown of glory and a 
diadem of beauty; and the glory, the temple, and the 
light of the Zion above. He is dear to his Father, 


Jo his church 


as his beloved Son, in whom he is ever well pleaſed; 1 


dear to angels, as their beloved Lord and Sovereign; 
and to the Church of the Firſt- born, whoſe names 


are written in heaven, he is and will be all in all for 


ever: No wonder then it ſhould be ſaid in the text, 
Unto you therefore which believe He is aue, Rees ; 


ous in what he is in himſelf, and in what he hath 


done, and ſtands engaged to do for you; precious in 
the admirable conſtitution of his perſon, as Emmanuel, 


God in our nature and on our fide; in his ſaving of- 
fices: · and the execution of them; in his 1 important 
characters and endearing relations: in ſine, precious 
in whatever is impreſſed with his authority, adorned 
with his 4 image, and ſubſervient to his glory. _ 
That this precious He is none. elſe but the Lord 
Jeſus, is evident from the context, where he is de- 
figned a living, a chief corner: ſtone, elect, precious, 
diſallowed indeed of men, but choſen of God and 
precious; on whom, whoſoever believeth ſhall not 
be confounded. The clauſe choſen for the ſubject 
of our preſent meditations, is an inference from what 
the Apoſtle had ſaid above, as appears from the illa- 


tive particle therefore, and ſeems to imply, in the con- 
nexrion in which it ſtands, that real believers are 475 


; the ſame mind with reſpect to Chriſt, that God himſelf 
is; that as he is precious in the eſtimation of the Fa- 


i wa. is he e in W and at. for the very 
AY X ſame 
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Ae, is enough ofa 
| ore ſpecific, this will ſufficientiy diſtin- 
Fun him from all others, and point him out at once 


* 


1 | 
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dn; To EN at Jove him wich a n 
1 9 He is precious; for, with- 


t being 


as the object of their ſuperlative regard. Hence the 
Church interrogates the watchmen, Saw ye him 


* whom my ſoul loveth ?” and Mary accoſts the ſup- 
poſed gardener, « Sir, if thou have born him hence, 
tell me where thou haſt laid him;” concluding, 

. "that an object who ſo deſervedly engroſſed their 
own thoughts and affection, would be ſufficiently 
— known by others without” a "more e Aa 


ation 


7-46 But the riginal 5 is an more n in which. 
{2 hs is ſaid to be preciouſneſe in the abſtract. Many 


may be precious, yet are they ſo only in a cer- 


tain degree, and in certain circumſtances, while their 
intrinſic value may be eaſuy eſtimated ; but Chriſt is 

xt all times, and in every ſituation, precious, and al- 

- © together ſo. In the ſeaſon of affliction, and at the 
hour of death, when the things of the world loſe their 
lbs, and, like winter-brooks, fail us in the time of 


our greateſt need; to thoſe that put their truſt in 


Sa he can and will prove their refuge, their ſtrength 


and very prefent help then, and in every time of ex- 


tremity and trouble, —as rivers of water in a dry 


place, and the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary 


land. Have you not found him ſo, ye who believe 
on his name and rely on hig grace and merits? and 
da not you hope he will prove ſo ſtill? Ol this hope 5 

will he never leave you to be aſhamed; for what you 
have) [gy experienced 8 his goodneſs i i 4 * 
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to come. The men of the world may deſpiſe and 
reject him count him as a root ſprung out of a ar 
ground, without form or comelineſs #3 but to vou; 
whoſe- eyes are enlightened from above to diſcern 
. fomething of his worth and beauty, will he appear the 
' chiefeſt among ten thouſand—altogether and infinite- 
© ly precious and lovely. After all that men and an-, 
gels can ſay in commendation of him, inſtead of 
thinking they exceed in his praiſe, you will be ready 
to own, with the queen of Sheba. on a certain occa- 
ſion, that the half, yea the thouſandth part hath not 
been told. He is, therefore, dear and precious unte 
hs who believe, and his name ſavoury as precious 
intment poured. forth. Though an unbelieving 
el ſhould deem him a root ſprung out of à dry 
ground mean in his original and unpromiſing in his 


appearance —and treat him as ſuch; by his own in 


every age is he eſteemed as the Roſe of Sharon and 
the Lilly of the valley ; the Plant of renown, and 
Pearl of great price 3; the root and the ine. of 
David, the bright and morning ſtar|ſ. 955 

The text, according to our verſion, conveys 2 very 
important ſenſe, perfectly agreeable to the analogy of 


0 Frith, and preſents, did we chuſe to proſecute it; a 
very wide and beautiful field of diſcuſſion. But it 
may, with equal propriety, be rendered, To you that 


believe He ir an honour; and is indeed ſo rendered on 
he margin of ſome of our Bibles.” However the un- 
believing part of mankind, whoſe eyes the god of this 
world hath blinded, may account of it, to be related 
0 Jeſus confers the . ns and all _ have 


x * If ia * "+ Band ws 10. 16. 1 Song i i. 1. Ul : 


* N XXIV, 2 * N I 5 50 | Rev, xxii. 16. 


'  thehappineG@to ſuſtain that crelation will doubtletodijis © 
itt uch. Though Cbriſt, and him crucified, with tis © 
” + profeſiionof faith i in him and obedience to him, ſ ſhould | I 125 5 
be accounted- among the faſhionable and polite, terms 
of reproach, if not ſubjects of ridicule; yet well may 
” you, O Chriſtian, glory in Jeſus, and in his _—_ 
| a" they reflect a real, a laſting glory upon ou. 
Or it may be rendered ſtill more literally, by omit- 
' ting the ſuppletive perſonal pronoun, which is not iin 
the original text, To you who. believe, honour, or, 4 TS + 
5 i honour.” The phraſedlogy is conciſe and eliptic, yet 
very emphatic and expreſſive. The Apoſtle does not „ 
15 Wed ſpecify the nature and extent of this Hen, 
which is left to be inferred from the whole ſyſtem of 
divine revelation, but ſpeaks of it only'in general, as . 
what ſtands inſeparably connected with an intereſt | 
nin the Bon of God by faith, and to which the pooreſt | 
ndnd meaneſt believer has an indefeſible title. All of | 
nm deſcription are now made ſharers of the moſt | 
-._- ſubſtantial honour, in being built up as living. ones” | 15 
in that ſpiritual temple whereof Chriſt is the foun- 
-* > dation, and the chief ſtone of the corner, giving con- 
ſiſtence, ſtability, and ornament, to the Whole build- 
ing; and alſo, in being conſtituted, in and for his fake, 
„ habitation of God through the Spirit, In heaven, | 
however, a ſtill greater honpur awaits them, which 
> «doth not yet appear, nor can now be eſtimated; for 
there they have, in certain proſpect, durable riches - 
And honours, treaſures which waſte not, an inheri- 
| +  - tance that fadeth not away, a kingdom which cannot 
de moved or torn from the happy poſſeſſor, and a 
cron of life, glory, and righteouſneſs, with a diadem 
10 of beauty which Thall-for ever grace their temples. 
The 1 and ee ane 225 ting R exceed | 
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whom the Chriſtian is — to this honour W 4 


aer fake, through. 1 


dan e atd all Gow. | 


_ Felicity ; for, ſays our text, To * ꝛv bo believe ane 5 


 _— or, He is an honour. _. | 
-To this ſenſe of the- paſſage, which does want juſ- 55 
80 to the original, it is meant to conſine our atten- 
tion in what follows, on which account ſuch remarks 
have been ſuggeſted above. as tend to illuſtrate the 


common tranſlation. Nor is it my preſent purpoſe 
to conſider that diſtinguiſhing part of their character 


to whom Chriſt is precious, or who are promoted to 
honour by him, whence they are denominated bes 
liver, however important this might be in itſelf. 
With regard to that faith which endears Chriſt to the 
; ſoul, ſuffice it to obſerve, That it purifies the heart 1 
and regulates the practice, inſpires and works by * 
love to God; and whatever bears his image and is 
impreſſed with his authority. That faith, which is 

af the operation of the Holy Spirit, which avails to yl 
ſalvation, and has the promiſe of eternal life annex- ' al 
eld to it, is a powerful and operative principle in tie 4 
ſoul, conſtraining to holineſs of heart and life; ſuch _ _ 3 q; 
| a dependance on Chriſt, and belief of. the doQtrines ” * 
of his goſpel, as invariably produce correſponding ei. M 
- ſets. reer ee e gr e, e = 
do faith in Jeſus: and eſteem for him, and all our 

hopes of honour and happineſs from him, are vain 

and deluſory; for, inſtead of being to us precious 

and an honour, we will be ranked among the num l 
ber of his deſpiſers and rejecters, for whom is re. 
| ſerved ſhame and everlaſting contempt. They, nad 
they alone, who cordially believe and embrace the 
ende * e Ms = Ta and Chriſt, as ex- 
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theke, the Kos of glowy; tudyingzthrough 
grace, to live to his hon dur and praiſe, will he own, 
- Honour and Bleſs, as the children of the moſt High, 


glorious immortality; for to them, and. | 


none elſe, does he appear truly precious and unſpeak- 
- "defirable. To all of an oppoſite deſcription, be 
their character in other reſpects ever ſo diverſiſied, t 
he ts, as in the context, a diſallowed ſtone, a ſtone |. 1 
of ſtumbling, and a rock of offence, on which, if mern 
ey prevent not, they ſtumble to their final run. 
WM hile ſuch is the preſent ſtate and fentiments, and ff 
- _ the future proſpects of impenitent finners of every 
| 5 claſs, To you 2vho believe, our text aſſures us, thereis | - * 
 honeur ; the illuſtration of which faithful and com- a 
fortable ſaying I — e Pong" Ow rudy at- | | 
eg . e 1 
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LE iN privileges and proſpects of 'reaF Chriſtians, || 


ö _ * » with ſome of theſe things which are uſually allowed I „ 


te confer honour and dignity among men; whick FRO. 
| 1 a ne, ſome reflections from the ſubject, and applica- „ 
"tion of it, will conclude the Whele.—It is hoped, yu - | + 
will thence clearly fee, that ſuch poſſeſs, even the . 

_ Pooreſt and moſt deſpiſed of them, an important pre- 408 | > 7 
"eminence over the whole race of the ungodly, not- | 
excepting the moſt proſperous and dignified among 
them, the word of God and the unbiaſed dictates . 
of reaſon being the rule and meaſure of our judg - 1 
ment. May the truths here ſuggeſted ſerve, throu gh | þ 
"the blefling of God, to edify and comfort thofe 8 1 
character, in one eſſential point, is in the text briefly | 0 

. deſcribed,—to beget an abiding ambition i in others to 5 
l their ts honour and privileges, ann * 


Re „„ . adus 1 
2 | 2 by e | £35 6 a f 5 . a | 1 
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" erties excite both to Te CS a th ah elves, : 
reſpects, as becometh what genuine believers in the 
Lord now, through grace, really are and have, and 


what they hope in Taco to be 1 oy. e, pl 


A1 ehvit: fociety 10 king i is ebe as the 1 
tain of honour, and thoſe whom he prefers and dig- 
nifies with titles, are thence deemed among the noble 
and honourable; of the earth. If the power of con- 
ferring \ uch honour and dignity is uſually allowed to 
be an inſeparable appendage of royalty, and claimed 
by earthly princes as their indiſputable prerogative, 
would it not be the moſt daring preſumption to deny 
the ſame privilege to the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, the abſolute Sovereign of the univerſe? That 
God really exerciſes this prerogative is evident from 


his word, and ſuppoſed in the text; for believers are : 1 3 


the perſons. whom the King of heaven delights to ho- 
nour: „ Them that honour me, ſays he, „I will 


. honour; and. where I am, there ſhall alſo my ſer- 
, vant be: if any man ſervye me, him will my Father 


5 <© honour 13 * and, if he hath ſaid it, who can — 


or diſannul lia mand d It is obvious, that every pe- 


Lies of honour muſt corre ſpond to its ſource and ori- 


„above which it cannot riſe; for no being can 
ar not poſſeſs him- 


ſeif. Hence all the honours derived from mere mor- 


- tals; let their power and en ee 
are, and in the very nature of things muſt be, li 
- their authors, very limited, momentary, and periſ 


truly mene 
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ws learn . 2 den pee che hre. 
diftates of the human heant, to affix the ideas of he- 


' nour and greatneſs to.adventitious-cireumſtances, 1 in- Wen 


dependent of intrinfic worth and excellence of cha- 
rater; theſe diſtinctions for the moſt part, if not al- 
ways, took their riſe from and were founded upon 
— ; miert ow: the hiflery of theſe once 


But what was originally beflowed as the re- 
ere of mens, om, trough prefer 5 
in time to * claimed by thoſe whoſe eee 1 
1 ane dae ee their name, their 
wealth, and boaſted honours. Thus the moſt deſpi: 
cable of mortals may come to poſſeſs the dignified 
titles of the world : yet neither theſe nor their deſcent 
from the moſt worthy. and honourable can make them- 
Pte n ſoz, for, eber in 9 of res- the 2 


A; \neſule of mankind. "hn 


with theſe who are deemed honourable by che world. 
| reſpec Lay fa, in the words and upon ahe au. 


this rage God, e eee 
_— IO heat ren ee e 
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* 


in the Redeemer. To this purpoſe, the Evangeliſt 


John tells us, that © they are born, not of blood, nor 
* of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but 


« of God *;” and the Apoſtle, writing to the Gala- 


-- Yiains, adds, to the ſame effect, For ye are all the 


children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus .“ Be- 
r thus children and ſons of God, God ſends forth 
|, | the Spirit of his Son into their hearts, as a ſpirit of 
| _ adoption, determining and inclining them to cry, Ab- 


ds, Father, to necept of bin, confde in him, and | 


3 draw nearunto him as their Father in heaven; while, 
dy his gracious agency, they are endued with diſpo- 
| Hitions, animated with hopes, and enabled to main - 
tain a line of conduct becoming their heavenly ex- 


traction. By virtue of this happy change in their 


tate and diſpoſitions, or the renovation of their na- 


ture through the grace of the Spirit, and acceptance i . 
=. of their perſons through aith f in the Lord that bought 
„ Fw: 7 mem, they come to ſtand in the moſt near, endear- 


ing, and important relations to the adorable and ever. 
| blefſed" Prin rinity.. The God and Father Kune ina 
*#&nſe peculiar to themſelves, their God 
the eternal Son of his eſſenee their ex «faithful 
friend and elder brother; and the Spirit of of all-grace 
their ſanctifier, advocate, and comforter. If from 


chis intereſt in God, and relation to him, the Apoſtle 
e infers his inconceivable love to his people, ma 


eg 28 by a eee on EOS likewiſe-infer from pe 
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im all his royal apparel; for they are all the childrew 4 
of God, and heirs of future glory through an intereſt 
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© ſtands infepardhly conneftd thexewith 7 E Behad, 
What manner of love;” or, as we may ſay with no 
leſs propriety, 5 Behold, what manner of Hanaur the 


« Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be 


called the ſons of God *, conſtituted ſuch. by an 


act of grace, and pl to their privileges and 


proſpects in time and through eternity} This is not 
a mere honorary title, to which nothing ſubſtantial 


is annexed, like many of theſe upon which the ſons 


of men value themſelves. and others; but an impor- 
tant privilege, fraught with the moſt genuine honour 


and ineſtimable bleſſings. Our Lord hath taught his 
| people—all-who in truth believe in him, ſubmit to his 
authority, and copy after his example,—in that form 


of prayer which goes under his name, to addreſs 
God as their Father in heaven ; and, after his re · . 


ſurrection, ſays to Mary, „Go tell my brethren, I 


5 i aſcend unto my Father and your Father, and to my 
= « God and your God.” Well then might King Da- 


vid account the faints on earth the excellent, or, as 


ſome render it, the honourable, though found among - 

the pooreſt of his ſubjects, and as ſuch expreſs his 
delight and complacency 1 in them g. The righteous,” 

_ Solomon tells us, 1s more excellent than his neigh- 


c hour ; for God makes all of that deſcription ex- 


cellent by his imparted grace, whenee they become 


partakers of a new and divine nature, are precious in 


hai fight and honourable, as his je wels and peculiar 
LO treaſure, while he, their God, is their gloz 
them a diadem of beauty. To this, w 


„ and to 
at are. all 
the honours- that can flow from a. connexion. even 

eateſt of men? Is it poſſible that any 
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can - theſe a. FRY as but py 
mean ſordid ſouls as have their names written in 
" the earth, as the Spirit of God expreſſes it “, and 
their hearts and portion there? Let ſuch, if they 
will, glory i in their earthly connexions, and in the 
imaginary honour derived from them; but let the 
real Chriſtian glory i in his God, in his relation to him 
as a ſon and heir of grace, and endeavour. to-walk 
„ „eee eee 
nent proſpects. 

As the genuine La W e a6 
centre of all being, happineſs, and perfection, for his 
God and Fatber, which implies the greateſt honour 
of which a creature is capable; ſo, by virtue af this 


* 5 by Fr aud dignifying relation, he ſtands intimate - 
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en of the ſame grand family, of which the ſupreme 


Iy connected with all that bear his image and retain | 
_ their allegiance to him. The people of God, be 


tuation and circumſtances in life ever ſo — 


or oppoſite, are yet all related to one another, as 
n xs of the ſame anguſt.community, and child- 


Lord of all is the bree ge Father. The 
bonds of mere a relation, which originate from 


| the preſent fate of things, and arc confined dee, 
may, with propriety, be deſigned the ties of blood; 


but che bonds of grace, by which the ſpirittal 7 


is knit together, and 10 Chriſt its glorious bead, are 
Dn in their nature, tee the whole 1 man. 

ha never be difſolved. This myſterious and 
— zond of union implies a ſimilarity of d. 
_ poſitions, purſuits, and proſpects, by which it is allo 
_ much 9 and conſiſts n * n 
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view, every other diſtinction will appear trivial and 7 


| 0 forth to miniſter for them who ſhall be beirs of 
= ſalvation * PA Job, ſtripped. of every: worldly com- : 
Fort, and lying in #ſhes,—a poor pious Lazarus, in 


* Which attract their attention, and engage their . i ' 12H | # 


in a en union with and che to all his ; 
ee e children, by the ties of Chriſtian aimitys . 44 0 
and the agency and inhabitation of the ſame Spirit,. 
as a ſpirit-of adoption and brotherly love. - Hereby WJ 

all the ſaints 6f God, from righteous Abel to the laſt HA 
of that deſcription, ſtand related to each other by ties „ 1 
more intimate, endearing, and indiſſoluble, than any = 
_ which can ſubfiſt in civil ſociety; and, theſe kept in 


_ momentary. Is it no honour then to be thus related 
to theſe excellent ones, whom God himſelf owns as. 
Children, and of whom the world is not worthy, mil, 
lions of whom are already exalted to be princes, kings, 
and prieſts to their God and Sariour in che wee 
of bliſs and glory above? „ > 
But beſides that mutual "ao laſting comeliiay, 
"het ſubſiſts between themſelves, real Chriſtians | 
can alſo claim relation to angels, as the firſt-born - 
boo af che, ſame family, fellow. ſharers with them 5 
the ſame bleſſed immortaliey, and their future aſſoci- e 
ates in that grand community of which Chriſt, their fl | 
and our common Lord, is the Head and Sovereign. 
Great, glorious, and mighty as theſe are, « Are they 
& not all,“ ſays e Apoſtle, « miniſtring ſpirits, ſent 


co 


his forlorn condition at the rich man's gates, are ob- 


. beneficent care in life and death; While a Herod, 8 
e a my PMI 105 his. —_— an d . 
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THE CHRISTIAN' CHARACTER „ | L 


. Dives, clothed with purple, and faring ſump⸗ 
tuouſly every day, are objects of their Pity, contempt, 
and pious indignation. What an honour and privi- 
lege, 


Sh then, to ſhare the friendſhip and claim cohnec- 
tion with ſuch holy, noble, and benefieent beings, 

* chat far tranſcend the greateſt and wiſeſt of men in 
| every excellent quality and divine endowment ! "I 

* -- _ theſe love the Chriftian, encamp, as the Pſalmiſt ex- 

preſſes it, round about him *, miniſter to him in life, 
and conduct him ſafe at death to the manſions pre- N 

_ pared for him, where he ſhall aſſociate with them 
for ever, may he not make light of the negle& and 
= 475 contempt of thoſe, the eyes of whoſe mind the god 
of this world hath blinded, ſo that they can ſee at 
beſt but witheyes of fleſh? The good-will and eſteem 
of one of theſe bleſſed ſpirits muſt be unſpeakably 

1 to the eſteem and friendſhip of all the un- 
2 ſinners upon the face of the earth, be they rich 
or poor, noble or ignoble, kings or fubjects; for che 
Fruits and effects which flow from theſe will ſcarce | 
admit a'moment's compariſon. Though i in order to 
enjoy this privilege, they muſt indeed renounce a pre- 
ſent world, whoſe love and friendſhip and that of the 
. ever-blefled God are quite incompatible, yet need 
they not, however, regret the ſacrifice; for, in return, 
they are admitted into an a honourable e with a 


r. Farther, 25 — 


1 Neath fad extent er vraperty are i - 
mong men to confer honour and reſpectability on the 

poſſeſſor; for theſe ideas they naturally aſſociate. _ 

W hile the faireſt virtues are often ſo obſcured and 


5 OE ee poverty, that they eſcape the do 
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. PAN HONOURABLE ONE. © Y 
dne eye, or perhaps only procure ene 
hatred to their owner; wealth and influence throw 

a a varniſh over the fouleſt crimes, and raiſe the moſtt 

_. worthleſs characters into apparent eſtimation. Hence, il 
Solomon tells us, The poor is hated even of his own © WA 

4 « neighbour: but the rich hath many friends “.“ „ 14 

opulent and wealthy, whatever may be their chara . 

ter, ſnall not want profeſſed friends, ſuch as they are, 

to offer the incenſe of adulation to their ſuppoſed 1 

merit and ſhort-lived honours, while the world ſmiles  - WY 

u xpon them, and proſperity ſeems to have marked tem 

out for her peculiar favourites. All this, however, is © 

but a very precarious criterion from which to form 

_ . our judgment of true worth and excellence, what a- 

| lone entitle to reſpect and honour; for how often is 

ſtere more real honour and dignity of character to 
be found with the pooreſt peaſant, or the meaneſt 

| mechanic, than with many of thoſe who move in the 
|| Higher circles of life, poſſeſs more of this world than 

- heart could wiſh, and affect to be ſtiled, The great, 

tte noble, and honourable of the earth! Theſe things 
' notwithſtanding, however much ſought after and 

prized among men, God often beſtows, in the courſe 
of his common providence, as what he makes very 
ſſmall account of, upon fuchas are ſtill obnoxious to his 
Juſtice, and have little or no proſpect of ever ſeeing ; 
his face in glory; while the heirs of a happy im- 
mortality, of an immutable kingdom and unfading 
cron, may be permitted, like their divine Maſter, 
to want even the neceſſary comforts. and accomoda-. 
tions of life. Strange indeed as it is, yet is it a me- 
„ truth, confirmed by daily obſervation, that 

thoſe who moſt liberally ſhare the N of indul- 3 
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1 Rut Heaven; have i in all ages, a few inſtances except- - | 4 
ed, moſt deeply tainted their blood with treaſon and e 
rebellion againſt it. In this, however, the ſcripture | tc 

. is verified which ſaith, The proſperity of fools ſhall 3 
6 deſtroy them *,” and ſuch are all impenitent ſin- TE: 
ners in God's Gght and eſtimation. Diſgrace and woe pi 
is the future, the certain portion of thoſe who now . le 
receive their honour and conſol ation. = in 
But it may perhaps be objected, If wealth and ex- „ 
tent of property are ſuppoſed to confer honour, ho Ps. 
- can the followers of Jeſus come in here for a ſhare, _ te 
k  awho are well known to be in general poor, mean, | n. 
'_* _ and deſpiſed in the world, ſeldom inheriting either its ; gt 
| Honours or its riches? It 1 is, indeed, readily granted, | h: 
chat the followers. of him who for their ſake became p 
poor, are, for the moſt part, herein conformed to he 
Him. But then, have you never read, « That God th 
« hath choſen the poor of this world, rich in faith, | ar 
4c and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promiſed | ot 
c to them that love him + - That to the poor the | de 
44 poſpel is-preached ; or, as the original more em- — 4_f 
: phatically expreſſes it, The poor are evangelized; that | in 
zs, ſavingly enlightened by the goſpel, and made ſhar- 3 ge 
ers of its ineſtimable bleſſings. Theſe are equally free ©, 
and acceſſible to the poor as to the rieh, and the perſon $5. ol 
- - who once obtains an intereſt in them, be his outward - | tu 
— Condition ever ſo indigent, is enriched in the moſt 5 lu 
3 important ſenſe, and that beyond the power of the pl 
wWoyrld, time, or ages, to impoveriſh him. Chriſt, his m 
. prophets and apoſtles, were poor and deſpiſed in the ; hz 
world in their day, often having neither filver nor ",- 0 
= gold; yet made many rich and honourable for eter- w 
nity. « A good man,” ſays the wiſe king of Iſrael, 
1 Frov. i. 32. + James ii. 5. . 1 10 
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AN HONOURABLE ONE. 


A . an inheritance to his children' s children *, „% 


which does not always hold in a literal ſenſe, nor is Py 
to be ſo underſtood; for ſeldom do ſuch add houſe 
to houſe and land to land; yet in a moral and ſpiri- 
tual ſenſe it never fails. In their good inſtructions, 


_ pious example, and fervent prayers, godly parents 


leave their children ſuch a portion as, if not wants 
ing to themſelves, will prove more valuable and 1 
ing than thouſands of gold and ſilver. 


Granting, then, they ſhould indeed poſſeſs no 


temporal wealth or extent of property, to derive ho- 


nour and influence to their name; will the gifts and 


graces of the Holy Spirit, however, with all their 
happy effects on the whole man be allowed to im- 
part no honour? Nay, do not theſe make them more 


honourable, as well as more excellent, and that in 
the trueſt and moſt important ſenſe, than thoſe who 


are utter ſtrangers to them, be their circumſtances in 
other reſpects what they will? To refuſe this would 
be, in fact, to deny the plaineſt dictates of reaſon and 


5 common ſenſe; and, indeed, there are few but will, 
An theory at leaſt, admit this much, though in their 


general intercourſe with mankind they ſeem to deny 
it. Of this mind was the more enlightened part of 


the heathen world; for they profeſſed to eſteem vir- 
tuous dif} poſitions as the trueſt wealth, and moſt va 
luable property. The moſt eminent of their philoſo- 
phers divided their chief good, or what in their judg- 


ment conſtituted the eſſential ingredients of human 
happineſs, into the-goods of the body, the goods of 


fortune, and the goods of the mind; to the latter of 
which yu, a decided ag Hence. wo 


1 | * Prov. xiii. 227 


| 183 
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and admired as an oracle, 
> © bility, as making us reſemble the immortal gods 
e the moſt honourable beings in the univerſe l“ No 
doubt, many of their high encomiums on virtue and 
che virtuous man proceeded from pride and vanity, the 

- predominant paſſions of all merit-mongers in every 
age, and were, conſidering the extreme deficiencies 
of what they deemed a complete moral character, 

- carried to the moſt extravagant height, — making the 


nk | THE CHRISTIAN: CHARACTER - 
"ne them often exclaim to this effect, in their wri- 
tings, © Strip us of all our earthly polſeſhons, and yet 


« we are ſtill rich, poſſeſſed of a treaſure in our own 
&« mind, of which the world cannot rob us, and which 


s alone deſerves to be called ours, as being always in 
- © our own power, and without the reach of any one 


L elſe to deprive us of it?” With reſpect to what they 


called the goods of the body and fortune, they very 
ian reaſoned, That as theſe were not ſo much in a 
' man's own power, or under the direction of his will, 
dhe was not to be the more eſteemed merely for the , 


_ poſſeſſion of them, nor the leſs thought of for the 


want of them; unleſs when this was the reſult of his 


_ own improper conduct. How full to this purpoſe 


that notable' ſaying, which hath been ſo often quoted 
c Virtue is the trueſt no- 


virtuous man, in ſome reſpects, more perfect than 


the objects of their religious worſhip; becauſe, ſay 
they, he is ſo of choice, but they of neceſſity of na- 
From whatever motives they may have acted 


ture. 
in their private conduct, it is evident they, in theory 


at leaſt, deemed a virtuous temper and deportment | 
a greater honour- to the poſſeſſor than any adventi- 
If the virtues and en- 
_ dowments of the mind were thus allowed, by mere 


| heathens, to conſtitute the moſt valuable” part of our 
Us | . ann, 


tious circumſtance whatever. 
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AN HONOURABLE ONE: . 
poſſeſſions; and to confer che trueſt wobiliey; will ſuch: . 


2 as call themſelves Chriſtians, and- profeſs to draw 


— 
— . 


their rules of judgment and maxims of conduct from 


the Bible, once preſume to ſay, that bodily accom- 


pliſhments and periſhing riches are more important 
in themſelves, and impart more real honour and dig- 


nity to their owner, than either mental excellencies 
or moral diſpoſitions ? The former terminate in the 
outward man, which we derive from the earth, and 
by which we are allied to the beaſts that periſh; but 


the latter in that immortal part of our nature which 
we receive, by immediate inſpiration, from God him- 


ſelf, and in which alone we can reſemble him and 


other intelligences. The human ſoul is the offspring. 
of Deity; for God is the Father of our ſpirits, which. 


he forms within us without the intervention of any _ 
ſecond cauſe, and this, renewed by grace, preſents. 


his moral image, — the chief glory and dignity of our 


rational nature. Hereby we are fitted for the perpetual 


viſion and fruition of God, reſemble and are allied to 


angels, and rendered capable of ſharing their exalted 


and immortal. felicity. To give the preference to- 


the former, then, and what concerns it, however 


common, would indeed be to forfeit the Chriſtian. 


character and hope; yea, to diſgrace humanity itſelf. 


Are not ſuch as have their taſte and judgment thus 3 


fatally depraved and perverted. degraded, in a moral 


and ſpiritual ſenſe, beneath the humiliating, condi- 
tion of the haughty monarch of Babylon, who was 


dtiven from the ſociety of men to graze, for a time, 


with his fellow. commoners of the field: and foreſt “; : 


dor, fo nn God . ſoon baniſh. theo from 
Nat Dan. i iv. 3. * . 


3 
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Bis preſence and the glory of his power, as the: un- 


clean goats and vile dogs that can never enter within | 


the gates of the new Jeruſalem. 
© The gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit * this 


| ſpecial advantage, among others, over the wealth and 


poſſeſſions of a preſent world, that they refine and 


| _  exalt our nature, conform us to God, the fource and 


pattern of conſummate perfection, and thus, while 


they yield the moſt ſublime and rational pleaſure in 
their exerciſe, fit us for fellowſhip with the great Fa- 


: _ther of our ſpirits both here and hereafter.. While 
= "the boaſted acquiſitions of earth, through the innate 
' depravity of our nature, make men, for the moſt part; 


worſe, and often transform them into incarnate de- 


vils; the ineſtimable gift of rene wing and fanQifying 75 


grace, beſtowed upon every real Chriſtian in the pre- 
fent ſtate, produces a change ſo ſacred and intereſt- 
ing, that they are ſaid in ſcripture to be made partakers 
of a divine nature. Thus, while the world may be poſ- 
ſefſed (for enjoyed we cannot ſay), and that in the 


moſt ample manner, the poſſeſſor may be ſtill unhap- 
pp, and often the mereſt trifles have power enough 
to make him ſo; like Haman, who could find no en- 
joyment in his accumulated wealth, great preferment, 

_ dignified ſtation, and numerous relatives and depend- 
- anits, while one poor deſpiſed foreigner refufed him 
 ” obeifance/ When recounting theſe, 4 All this,” adds 
Hes, «availeth me nothing, fo long as I ſee Mordeca 
the Jew fitting at the King's gate . In this he 
has many to reſemble, him in every age, among thoſe - 


who hold the firſt rank in civil life. While the hum- © 
ble believer 1 in Jeſus, in my ſuppoſable condition 


en 


— 
. 
” 
« 
« 
1 


render all who enjoy it, the excellent or honourable 
ones of the earth, more ſo in themſelves, and in the 
eye of enlightened reaſon, than ſuch as are deſtitute of 
this, whatever they may in other reſpects poſſeſs; for | 


and circumſtance, is happy in his God, 'and in the _ 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, and poſſeſſed of a 
| treaſure which derives the trueſt honour to the poſe - 
ſeſſor, and of which neither earth nor hell can rob 


him; the moſt proſperous ſons of vice are utter 
ſtrangers to ſolid peace and joy, toſſed to and fro, 


the ſport of every irregular appetite and paſſion; like 
the troubled ſea, which cannot reſt, when agitated 
and rouſed by ſtormy winds. What conſtitutes con- 


formity to God, and fits for the fruition of him, muſt 


&« he that is flow to anger,“ ſays Solomon, © is bet- 


; ; * ter than the mighty; and he that ruleth his ſpirit, 


* 


1 


„ than he that taketh a city*.” It muſt indeed be 


fo, if the ornament of a meck and quiet ſpirit.is _ 


lowed to be in God's ſight of great price 3. 


Permit me here farther to obſerve, That the graces : 
and virtues which conſtitute the complex, yet amia- 
ble character of a Chriſtian, are, and muft be, in- 


eſtimably precious in themſelves, and i impart the moſt 


real and ſubſtantial honour and happineſs to all in 
whom they prevail. This may be juſtly inferred from 


the price laid down for them, — not ſuch mean, cor- 


| ruptible things as filver and gold; for all the wealth _ 


of time could not redeem one foul, but the precious 
blood of the Son of God, the alone adequate ran- 


- form; from the conſideration, that they are the gifts 
of God to his adopted and beloved children, and the | 


permanent reſult of the gracious operation and con- 


TE Oath ® Prov, . 32. 71 Pet, ic. 4 1 5 
1 po 


* 


. . z 
© 5.79 : 
4 Fe - 8 * 1 
| - 
. N 22 27 1 
= " f " / 5 * 1 
* 0 dz \ _— -— = 
1 4 z a * k Ph 1 ' 
þ : * . * y * —_—— - 
a ; * — 26 = 
a 0 ; 5 is 5 + 
3. 7 1 2 
1 
* 


ö 


a 


feb ee of his Holy Spirit in FS heatts — 
as alſo, from their important and everlaſting confe- 
quences: * Wilt thou fet thine eyes,“ ſays the royal 
Proverbialiſt, «© upon that which is not? for riches,” 
mark the expreſſion, certainly „ make ere 


wings; they fly away as an eagle towards heaven *.”* 


Let theſe be accumulated with ever ſo much labour 


and application, and kept with ever ſo much care and 
anxiety; yet one day or other, and that not far diſ- 


tant, will they take their final flight to their next tran- 
ſitory reſidence, while the diſtreſs and diſappointment 
of their owners muſt bear proportion to their confi- 
+ dence in them, and expectations from them. The 
greateſt and moſt opulent on earth, if they aſpire no- 
higher, can boaſt only of periſhing riches, an earth- 
ph inheritance, a corruptible crown, a kingdom that 
may be moved, and muſt ſoon be reſigned to another: 


But the treaſures God beſtows on all and each of his 


people are the durable and unſearchable riches and 
honours of Chriſt, treaſures inexhauſtible and eternal 
in the heavens,, where neither moth nor ruft can 
* corrupt, and where thieves do not break 4 
nor ſteal . The: inheritance of the ſaints is in- 
corruptible and unfading,; their crown glorious an 
immortal; and their kingdom and felicity in it, im- 
13 mutable and everlaſting. Having God himſelf for 
|  theirportionzin enjoying. him, they. enjoy all things: 
Hlence the victorious in the Chriſtian warfare are 
ſaicb to inherit all things 3- and the'Apoſtle addreſſes. 
real believers, All things are yours, and ye are 
_ Chriſt's; and Gh iciently- 
| accounts for the enendte nene 0 


-is Code gr. which fi 
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A HONOURABLE O. „ | 
| If wealth and extenſive property are allowed. among : 4 
men to reflect honour upon the poſſeſſor, muſt it nee 


be granted, from what hath been ſuggeſted above, 1 1 
that the real Chriſtian, the gunuine believer in the _—_ 


Son of God, is not, in this reſpect, deſtitute of ho- 1 
nour; yea rather is inveſted, even in the preſent late, _ 
with: the trueſt honour?  _ gon 
But to all this it may 1 [bet objeftcd;; 
Why, the world: gives its poſſeſſions in hand; and, 

_ conſequently, the honour reſulting from them is pre- 
ſent, whereas the inheritance of which the profeſſed 
followers of Jeſus: make ſo much boaſt, is allowed to 
be future, and therefore only in hope, on which ac 

Count it can confer no preſent: honour. That the 

men of the world thus reaſon, if they ever allow 7? 

themſelves to reaſon at all about the matter, is evi= =; 4 4 
dent from the choice they eo Fey they | 4 

chiefly. purſue.  -- 

Not to mention how precarious the tenure is by, 
which the world holds its highly valued poſſeſſions, 
nor hew very unſatisfactory its enjoyments are in 
their own nature, both which are daily verified in 
the experience of its votaries, whence: they have no 
great reaſon to boaſt when it ſmites moſt upon them. 
Although it is readily granted, that the Chriſtian's 
main proſpeAs' are future, even beyond the bounda- 
ries of time and the grave; yet muſt we ſo far deny 

the objection, as to affirm, that the people of God 
poſſefſs, even in this preſens life, though but the ſtate 
of their minority. and education for a better; what 
they would not exchange for the wealth of kings and 
| provinces, and what all the treaſures in the world 
could not purchaſe. Their preſent privilege in this 
Nie hath been ſhewn already, as conſtituting an. 
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eſſential part of their Chriſtian dignity, and will not 
this be allowed to confer a preſent honour, an ho- 


nour not indeed of man's making or beſtowing, but 


which cometh from God, .and for that very reaſon 
the more to be prized ?. Are they not now adopted 
into God's family, conſtituted by faith his children, - 
and made ſharers of his regenerating grace? whence 
they can, on the beſt ground, claim relation to him 
as their Father in heaven, to Jeſus as their Lord and 
Huſband, their friend and brother, and to the Eter- 
nal Spirit of all grace, as the efficient principle of 


their faith and holineſs, their comforter and ſealer, . 


through whoſe agency, and immediate reſidence, they 
become the. habitation and temples of the living 
God, and obtain a growing meetneſs for the heaven- 
1y inheritance, with a ſure pledge and earneſt of it: 
« As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
ce the ſons and children of God, and if children, then 
ce heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt “.“ 


| Muſt not their eyes be ſtrangely blinded. by the god 
of this world, and their hearts callous to every thing 
pious, virtuous, and praiſe-worthy, who would not 
is 2®preſent honour, an honour preferable to 


deem 
any of which the world can boaſt? Let God be cre- 
dited as true, n this Would make a hav man 1 


Bar. 


But, admitting the objection 3 in its > full Kree, fuch 


0 i will by no means follow. Even grant- 


l : 


ing the Chriſtian's poſſaſſions were all future, and 
only in hope; yet, reaſoning from the approved max- 
.ims of the world itſelf, theſe would entitle to preſent 
honour. . The Apoſtle indeed obſerves, « That an 


Rom. viii. I4. 17. 
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DR heir, under age, differs not from a ſervant, though 
cc he be the apparent lord of all*;” yet this can only 
reſpect the neceſſary reſtraints of education, and his 
dependance on his parents or tutors for what he 
may at preſent receive of his future inheritance. 
Mankind in general agree in ſhewing ſuch, even in 


A HONOURABLE nr we 


their ſtate of minority, all that reſpect and honour to 


which their high birth and extenſive proſpects enti- 
tle them, though death may ſoon cut off theſe proſ- 
pects, and blaſt all the flattering hopes they inſpire. 
A prince is treated as the apparent heir of the crown, 


though the poſſeſſion of it be diſtant, and only an 8 


object of hope, without any abſolute ſecurity of his 
ever obtaining it. If this is agreeable to the approv- 
ed maxims and eftabliſhed cuſtoms of the world, 
what good reaſon can be aſſigned, why the future 
proſpects of God's people ſhould not derive to them 
even in the preſent ſtate, an honour, in ſome degree 
proportionable to their vaſt magnitude, and ineſtimable 
worth? Doubtleſs, it will be fo with all who give 
the word of God full credit, and have not their eyes 
- blinded by the god of this world; and, with reſpect to 
| theſe of an oppoſite deſcription, their verdict here 
is as little to be regarded, as that of the blind when 
Judging of colours, or of the deaf when deſcribing 
the nature and modifications of ſound. | 5 
But, with regard to the proſpects of real Chriſtians, 
they have this ſpecial advantage over all the proſpects 
of a preſent world, that the actual and perpetual poſ- 
ſedſſion of them is ſecured with as much abſolute cer= * 
- tainty as the promiſe and the oath of God can make 
it, theſe two immutable things in which it is impoſ- 


* Gal. iv. 1. 5 g 
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, fible for him to falſify himſelf, or diſappoint the hopes 
© they inſpire, Does not this ſingle eonſideration 


migzktily enhance their value, and give them an inſi - 


we ſuperiority over all the acquiſitions of earth, 
= _ which periſh in the uſing and are at-beſt ſo inade- 


quate to the deſires and capacities of an immortal ſoul _ 
T ſo very precarious in the poſſeſſion, and whichſo oft- 
ennchange their proprietors? Though what the belie- 
ver now poſſeſſes, by virtue of his heavenly birth, is but 


as the firſt fruits to the full harveſt—the few firſt- 
_ ripe grapes to the whole vintage; yet, as theſe were 


to the Iſraelites of old a pledge, earneſt, and anticipa- 


7 graces of the divine life here a pledge, earneſt, and 
AO of heaven itſelf to every renewed ſoul. To 


_ uſe a trite, but expreſſive ſimile, Grace is but glory 


in the bud, and glory is but grace full blown. Is not 
the Chriſtian character then an honourable one, when 
von conſider what it now implies, and what ſtands 
inſeparably connected therewith in future? The con- 


; ſideration of ſome other particulars with the im- 


| provement of the ſubject, ſhall be reſerved to another 


* 


4 opportunity. Mean-while, be it our chief concern 


2 and moſt earneſt prayer, that God would beſtow up- 
don us that faith which recommends and endears Je- 


ſus to the ſoul, and to which is infallibly annexed the 
moſt precious honour and ſubſtantial bleſſings both 


here and hereafter, For this important purpoſe, may 
the powerful influence of his Spirit accomp: 
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| . 0 Peres * 9075212 5 , 
Duo you 1 which belies bes Fo previous: or, 28 in the 2 4 13 
5 original, Unto 2" who believe there is HONOUR. , 5 . mW 


|. Ws | - a certain aer phantom 1 ki 4 3 
acquired · the deſignation of Honour, and to 4 4 
Which appeals are often made, as the ultimate arbi ' i 
ter of right and wrong, of what ought and ought 
| Not to be ſaid or done in certain caſes. This „ | 
, idol of the Proud and Great, uſurps the place, and 
arrogates to itſelf the ſacred. claims of Deity; and ſo 
. zealous are many to aſcertain theſe, that they will, | 
not ſcruple to ſacrifice their moſt important concerns 
at its ſhrine, and to make its altars ſmoke even with. 
human blood, while themſelves ſuſtain the part ß 
+ -* . Prieſt and victim. In this reſpect, never was there 4 
a deity. revered. among the moſt barbarous nations i 
more cruel and inſatiable, nor worſhippers more ſan } 
guine and blood-thirſty. than its votaries. It carries '2 
with it, and diſcovers evident marks and ſinking 38 1H 
features of its extraction and deſcent, that it is the 9 
brood of the infernal pit, begotten by him who was | 
5 5 murderer from the * and abod- not in 
RI 6 oe BEE 
. . 
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1 the truth *; while its zealous adorers, by their blind : 
veneration, announce themſelves the ſubjects of that 
prince of darkneſs, the heirs of hell, and the children | 
of future wrath. As it derives its origin thence, fo W' 
it natively. tends to theſe dark abodes,. often lodging 
its gueſts and abettors in the chambers both of the 
frſt and ſecond death. Inſtead of deſerving the name 
of Honour, unleſs in the common acceptation of that 
| term in the modiſh world, it is a badge of infamy = 4: 
and diſgrace, an execrable relick of Gothic barbariſm i 
nud i ignorance, which marks out the man who is 
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ſwayed by it as under the deſpotic yoke of the moſt 1 : 
diabolic paſſions,—pride, reſentment, and revenge * 

_- and ſunk, with all his pretences to honour, beneath . : 

L dhe very brutal creation. It may be ſaid of it, as So- c 


lomon fays of fin in general, that it is a reproach 0 
any people f among whom it is permitted with im 
paunity to prevail; and if to any, even an ines. N 
= ened and barbarous people, how much more ſo to a 
EF civilized and Chriſtian nation? How often is chat 
CN ;uGve phantom the world miſcalls honour, made to 
ſubſerve the very worſt of purpoſes!- Do not we fre- 
* quently ſee thoſe who are ſcarce remarkable for any 
thing but their vices, preſume to plead this in vindi- 
cation of the blackeſt crimes? This ſpecious Princi- | | 
ple cannot, ſure, proceed from God, che alone origi- 3 
nal fountain of all true Bon, for he hath declared | 
his unalterable purpoſe to recompenſe it with ſhame | 
A i and everlaſting contempt; but muſt flow from the 
| I native pride of the human heart fatally perverted, 7 . 
3 =. and that proud malignant ſpirit, the intereſts of whoſe 14 "of 
3 en ee it ee Can that deſerve We 1 


4 le. ville 44. ren. xiv. 5 4 . 


%% . Mt . 7 , 

. * - 1 
* X s * o * — 2 * 

» z 7 


e AN HONOURABLE ONE. ; 295 
name of honour which is founded on the ruins of vir-" * 9 
tue and conſeience, and ſubverſive of the moſt valu- 
| _ able ſenſibilities of the human heart? that which wan- 
MW tonly violates the plaineſt dictates of reaſon, the firſt 
and moſt deeply rooted principle of our nature, the 
law of ſelf-preſervation ; and at the ſame time tram- 
ples upon the two great radical principles of Ow 
and morality, the love of God and our neighbour? 
5 N Need we heſitate a moment, to pronounce thoſe who 
can allow themſelves to commit ſuch daring outrage 
# againſt God and nature, againft themſelves and fe 
| low-men, to be far more deſerving of a capital pu- 
niſment than the poor unhappy wretch who expires Mi 
on a gibbet, a ſpectacle of public infamy, for having 
invaded his neighbour's property? However ſuck 
Y may eſcape deſerved puniſhment. from men from = 
the hand of the civil magiſtrate, who is God's vice=- 
 _ gerent to be a terror to, and to puniſh evil doers;, mw | 
| ſhall not the Lord our God talker e ou his , 
. judgment. . 
With regard to many who: edi e to them- | 
| ſelves, and are, perhaps, complimented by the. polite = 
world, who expect in their turn to be repaid in kind, 4 | A 1 
©. with the title of men of honour; and who ſeem: to think, 
that in ating up to this character they may trample 
upon all law human and divine debauch their neiha⸗- 
dour's wife, the daughter of their friend, and make 1 1 
himſelf ſuch an offender for a word, that nothing i 
7 | ſhort of his blood can expiate the ſuppoſed crime; 2 | 
4 fſuſſice it to ſay; that for all theſe things God will 
| one day bring them into judgment, and make them 
ds mean and contemptible i in the eyes of an aſſembled 
 -F > univerſe; as my are at e high, and Mt ric us * 
1 73 5 own. . Te „ 


* 


"i. 4 \ # 


po. a N 4 — 
x 4 o 


\ 
| » — 


{Fans . led to the above Sana 1050 we I... 

aden under conſideration, and embrace the oppor- e 

tunity it preſents of bearing open and public teſtimony 3 

1 8 9 5 a Cuſtors ba at once lo deteſtable and barbar- = 
x 1 „ ous c 1 


nt * AE Og 5 yak aan m 1 . 
fully prevalent cuſtom of Duelling.—a cuſtom which diſ- 
_ \ graces the annals of the Britiſh nation, and prematurely. - | 
' ſends fo many of our fellow-creatures to their longthome, * 25M 
L _ their poor ſouls into the world of fpirits—there to } 
appear before God, the auguſt Judge of. all, under the. © |. 
_ aggravated guilt of „ and ſuicide, beſides . 
1 ted load of all their other tranſgreſſi ons. It is 

indeed truly amazing to ſee thoſe who have ſo little pro- 

£1. e of happineſs beyond the grave, ſo wantonly prodi- 

gal of their enjoyments in the preſent ſtate, and of life 

| IE the bafis of them all! Is it becauſe their preſent. » 

_ dear-bought pleaſures cannot countervail the unavoidable 

" eviks of life? or becauſe they conſider themſelves ſuch. 

. deſpicable beings. that ſociety will not miſs them, that. 

they: make ſuch furious haſte to rid the world of a nui- 

| tance? Or is it, that they wiſh to halten that damnation. : 

6 - they ſo often imprecate, Pour of itſelf it lingereth not, 

. oe ſo to reach, by mutual wounds, theſe doleful ſhades. Y _ 

„ ö © where e peace ce and reſt ſhall never come What our Lord 1 

addreſſed to the Jews applies here but with too much 

. Ve are of your father the devil, who was a 

f murderer from the beginning, and his work herein ye | 

YE go” eee this ſavage practice were to obtain uni- il 

verſal ſuffrage, yet can we ſcarce conceive a more ftrik= | 
ing proof of the humiliating blindneſs and depravity of. 

B the human mind, than is diſcoyered in deeming what is. 

E - in itſelf fo 1 and diſgraceful, honourable and. ' 

 - _ praiſe-warthy. Though pride may inſpire, paffion ſup-. FF. 

port, and cuſtom: fanction ſuch falſe principles of honour, 5 
may we not, however, ſuppoſe, that even thoſe. who are 

1 _- inſtigated by their influence to approve and adopt mea - 

. 5 5 fures fo, criminal and inhwaan, are yet, in the moments 

e » 2 thbught and cool reflexion, forced to condemn.” 

TILL nee». © the ſons of 3 and Ne pes ſhould; . 

5 i 9 attempt. 
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i w—Y in itſelf, and ſo fatally pernicious in nls bp 
$ 8 „nen eee time when it ſo 1 prevails, to te 
| x: = 
1 to — theſe i in countenance, yet cult unbialſed 
reaſon pronounce them diſgraceful to humanity, pernict- 
- ous to the cauſe of virtue, and inimical to ſociety. —To- Fen, 
inſult the great Author of life, by expoſing it without 
| His call; to brave death with à more than brutal inſenſi- 
jk bilitys to viokize the moſt endearing and the moſt ſacred 
L ties; to offer the higheſt injury to ſociety ; and to treat. 
Ib the ſolemn ſcenes of qa" as the empty dreams of 
„ ſome deluded vifionary, might ſuffice to conſummate the 
| character of a fiend o hell, to which pride, malice, ani 
reſentment aſſimilate. If this be honour, and to act ho- 
nourably, who would not exclaim, with the Patriarch, = 
% My oul, come not thou into their ſecret, into their 
- aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united with them!“ 
Such Gothic appeals to cold iron,” as one ſome-- 
| where juſtly- obſerves. © are no better proofs of a man's- 
_ © honour and veracity, than hot iron and burning plough- — 
© ſhares were of female chaſtity; and we may add, nei: 
ther the one nor the other could take its riſe Bs where - 
| |, ſociety was ſtill in a very rude and uncultivated ftate.—- 
Does not the prevalence of a cuſtom ſo ſavage and bar- 
3 _ barous tarniſh the glory of an enlightened age, and loud. 
I Hy call fer the immediate interference of the Legiſlature? — 
= As it not much to be wiſhed; that the late imminent dat - 7} 
ger and narrow eſeape of one of the Princes, in acting up; - ? 
|S 3 Punctilio off falſe honour, would induce his 
Royal Sire to interpoſe his authority, in order effectuall 
to ſuppreſs a practice fo deteſtable and diabolic, whi 
might not . fo difficult as ſome may be ready to't=" MM 
magine?— I preſume not to dictate, yet, was 1t- - 
- made ry. death to give or accept a challenge 
(Land, if viewed in the light of reaſon and ſcripture, irt. 
* 2 be found to deſerve this), may we not venture to KW 2 
dict, chat few duels in that caſe would be fought? Or, 
ould this he thought too ſevere, though indeed not 7 
more ſo chan the nature of the crime merits, and its fatal. 
abe ſeems to require, might not ſome expedient — 
yore out and adopted, which would render this in- 9 
„„ human 
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in paths more conſonant to wiſdom and juſtice, and more 
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ie practice as Sell. as it is at preſent deemed Þ 


honourable? Were ſuch as countenance or go into it to 


be treated as a kind of out- laws, and their company ſhun- 


ed as enemies to ſociety, and to the moſt ſacred. rights of 
human nature, the laurel of honour would be ſought for 


congenial to the dignity and rrofpetts of man ?—The 


7» inſtance above alluded to might have produced conſe- 


on ft vered on theſe occaſjons, as, if exerted in a better eauſe, 2 


quences of the moſt ſerious nature to the community. 
Had not gracious Heaven, in compaſſion to the Royal 
Family and theſe lands, mercifully prevented theſe, our 
benign Sovereign might have been ſoon reduced to a 
. worle ſtate than that from which he ſo lately emerged, 


and then our ſky would have been once more overcaſt 
with diſmal clouds and portending ſtorms.—Thoſe who 


imbibe the maxims and imitate the cuſtoms of a preſent - 


vain world, without regarding their propricty, or once 


adverting to their conſequences, may applaud ſuch con- 


duct as brave and courageous; and, it muſt be owned, 


were theſe admitted as the rule and ſtandard of our judg- 


ment on this point, ſuch firmneſs. of mind may be diſco- 
might be juſtly termed heroic bravery ; but, when view- 


Whom. in the light of divine truth, we muſt pronounce it fool- - 


 thardineſs in the extreme; and, indeed, none who regard 
the diftates of cool reaſon, or believe the ſacred oracles, 
Will approve of ſuch practices, much leis countenance and 
take+-an active part in them,—When menials claim the 
- privilege of deciding their petty quarrels by.duel, inftan- 


ces of which are frequently mentioned in the public pa- 
pers, one would think this might ſuffice to bring it into diſ- 
repute. How mean and paltry muſt that honour be, of | 


- -which the moſt pitiful wretch in the nation may claim. a 
are, Providing he is fool hardy and wicked enough to 
expoſe his own life and attack that of his fellow- mortal 
without any juli cauſe Men may indeed aſſume the 


garb of honour, yet, as in the fable, ehe aſs's ears will 
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death they ſo richly deſerre. For this and othen 


for our text ſays, Unto you who believe there is bunu. | 


42 and Kh: wore: to determine. —MWhat hath ode and 


or grace, or even good nature enough. to forgive ſome 
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ers, theſe guardians of the laws; lives and Whertles s 1 : 
of the people, ſeem diſpoſed. to wink at it, though 
| facredly. bound ſo to exert and employ the power © . 
lodged in them, That they who thus ſhed man's 
blood, ſhould, according to the divine mandate, have 
their on blood ſhed by man , having been duly _ 

tried, found guilty of murder, eee Tas 
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| things, however, for the much innocent blood found + 
in our ſkirts, will God take his own time and way to 5 
plead; for they have a language in his ears, and claiay 
= WE incerpoſirjon of his rectoral juſtice. e 
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But while.fo many We e and mere ee 
eng to honour abound in the world, are there none 13 
to be found, who Þave a juſt claim to it? Yes, verily | 1 


ai VV net 


Every genuine Chriſtian, acting in character, is a 2 1 
man of real honour, be his condition and proſpects in 
life what they will, if we but allqw God to be judge, 1 1 


CORY ** 


can 88 a more e deſpicable „ Abts to 3 
N becauſe we have not ſufficient fortitude to bear, 


petty affront from a fellow- mortal. With what fenti- N 
ments, may we ſuppoſe, will beings of a ſuperiour order, ; 


: and more-enlarged underſtanding, view ſuch conduct in $350 | 
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the ſons of earth? “ He that is 3 to anger, ſays So- 'F 
Tomon, 1 15 better than the mighty: and he that ruleth 1 
4 his ſpirit, than he that taketh a city, Prov. xvi. 22 | K- 

While all the children of pride, as Genie fince told 5 1 
2 have Leviathan over them for their king, Job . 
34. who is, conſequently,- more honourable than they, an 
as much as a 1115 is more noble ous PEAS than hs | 
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may be farther ſuggeſted i in the progreſs of tbe fab - 
Fed, & is hoped: may ſatisfy every candid. mind on 
that head. With regard to thoſe who are ever for 
Proving themſelves men of honour, not indeed by the 


mode and expedients reaſon-ſuggeſts and Chriſtianity | 
- approves, but by the mere exertions of bodily ſtrength, 


hereby diſcover themſelves unfit to be reaſoned with, 
and more meet to be ſent to the field and foreſt, there 

o give proof of ſuch honour, chan to civilized ſocie-- 
ty, whoſe. enemies en ne declare themſelves to- 
3 e 

"In: pr to illuſtrate the at contalived i in che 
, it was propoſed to contraſt a few of the leading 
privileges and proſpects of real Chriſtians, with ſome 
of theſe things which are uſually allowed to gn. 
Honour and dignity-among men. 

I have already ſhewed, at conſiderable 150 that: 
ifs Honourable- progenitors and connexions,—and 
_ wealth and extent of property, are ſuppoſed to entitle 
td honour and reſpect in the world, then may we 
ay, i in mie e our b e Unto. Oe believer. 
. Bone 
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3 "AS a e wit Get, and Fe REY of. 
- Sow, I may farther obſerve, that rich apparel, ſplen- 
did retinue, and coſtly proviſion, are alſo allowed to 
derive honour to the pofſeſſor. How dignified does 
Solomon appear in the number, order, and ſplendour 
1 his retinue ! i in the ſumptuous proviſion'of his tak 
| BW, and in the finery of his royal apparel“ ! Ho- 
1 We and magnificent his Amen when fenced | 


Ps 5 21 nd. 20. 
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and an acquired dexterity in ſhedding human blood, 
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on \ the chew of his ad wif in his rabes. - 14 
of ſtate and royal diadem |}. In all theſe reſpects bo. 
ever he is far excelled by the children of Zion's 
by the meaneſt member of his houſehold. White: 9 
the moſt rich and coſtly attire that ever adorned aux 
of the ſons of men, ſprings, in one form or other, : = 
from the earth, and is compoſed of periſhing materi= Þ}F 
als, every real Chriſtian ean boaſt of a robe of hea- 
. venly dye and texture, the firſt, the chief, and moſt 
excellent robe, wich which thoſe of earthly princes. © ] 
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,  eannot once vie. Theirs may be eſtimated and. 
bought with money. Though compoſed: of · the ſineſt 4 
and moſt coſtly materials that earth can afford; yet. 
do they gradually decay and wax old. The _ 7 [| | 
of che fineſt garments is ſoon gone- Phe richeſt, the 1 
moſt lively colours ſoon fade. The faſhion paſſeth 1 
| away, and ere long themſelves wear out. But the WW 
robe of a Redeemer's ſpotieſs. obedience, that fine: - 1 
F Linen clean and white, which is the wedding garment. ” 1 
ad the righteouſneſs of ſaints, as alſo imparted ric. 
. teouſneſs or inherent holineſs, with the various ex-. - 14 


preſſions thereof in the external conduct, waſhed and: + 
made white in the blood of the Lamb, are of infinite. - 
* greater value than the wealth of kings and pro-— 
vinces, the one being wrought out by the Son of God 
in our nature, and the other the effect of the gra- 
cious operation. of his Spirit on the heart; for what 
are all the treaſures of earth, compared herew it, 
_ though ſo over-rated as in general to gain the-prefe= | 
| rence, but a mere empty toy, a ſpecious water- bub A | 
8 7 1 Fo ble which in a moment breaks and diſappears? The Þ 
: robe of EmmanueTs righteouſneſs ſhall never wax. old: - . 2 
— decay, while it imparts, at the ſame time, a beau. 
* een ſecures r immortality to thoſe: Þ ? 
1 . i 
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1 ch ones ho are. clothed. there with. Be- 
I eauſe his people are precious i in his ſight, in this reſpect. 
1 they are honourable; „The King's daughter is all 
4 glorious within; her clothing is of wrought gold. 
She ſhall be brought unto the King in raiment of 
# Te. « needle-work.;.. an, ſo, ſhall he. greatly. defire her 
13 « beauty. She and her attendant. fellow-virgins ſhall 
abe brought with gladneſs and in oy, ſhall 
4 enter into the King's palace 
4 s the ſun beautifies and adorns the objefts 4 
_ which he ſhines, and which without his rays would 
0 dark and opaque; ſo theſe whom Jeſus renews 
3 x by his grace, and clothes with his righteouſneſs, are 4 
” made all glorious within and without, both in their 
nature and ſtate, having, like the Church—the daugh- 
| ' ter; ſpouſe, and ſiſter of the King of glory, their cloth- 
ing of wrought gold, and raiment of coſtly needle- 
Work. In what ſublime language does the Prophet 
ſpeak of their privilege in this particular! © He 

et clothes them with. the garments of ſalyation, covers E 
. them with the robe of righteouſneſs, as a bride- 
e groom decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as a 
4 bride adorneth herſelf with jewels f. While 80. 
1 lomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one f 
tte lillies of the field}: While his fineſt robes and 
. © richeſt attire could not boaſt of fuch exquiſite beauty 
and delicacy of contexture, or ſuch rich variety of 

| Hyely.and ſweetly blended colours as are to be found 
. bed of tulips; the pooreſt in God's family pok- 
1 ſeſs a beauty the beauty of inherent holineſs and 
tie ornament of a meek, lowly, and quiet ſpirit, and 
EC ag vena bs ebony robe of Nen 1 4 
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| AN HONOURABLE ons. + 
ouſneſs, and the garments of falvation; Lich ſhall | 
.  outlive- the \date of time, and retain all their worth Wt 
and glory when the wardrobes of the great are pe- 
riſhed amidſt the flames of a conſuming world. Na 
more — as a married woman may be ſaid to be cloth= - | 
ed with a huſband, ſo the Church, the Lamb's wife, 
is ſpoken of, in the book of Revelation, under che ſ :. 
gure of a woman clothed with the ſun, even the un 
olf Righteouſneſs—her crown of glory and diadem of 2 
beauty, and having the moon—this ſublunary ſcene. © 3 
ok things, under her feet. May that Lord, in 90 _ | 
whoſe hand is the heart of all fleſh, effectually coun- _  - ü 
ſel and determine us to buy of him this precious ra. - 
ment, that we may be elothed, and that the ſhame 
olf our nakedneſs may never appear. „ 
As in their attire, ſo likewiſe in their proviſion 5 1 
true Iſrael dwell alone, and are not numbered among 
the nations, having food to cat whereof the world © 
|  knoweth not, and which all its treaſures cannot pur- 1 
chaſe. The moſt rare and coſtly proviſion that ever 
Vas ſerved up on the tables of the rich and honour-_ 
I _able—the kings and potentates of the world, is but. 1 
the produce of the earth, “ the king himſelf being 
e ſerved by the field *,” and the meat which periſh- 
eth, and cannot, while enjoyed in the greateſt varie. 
ty and richeſt abundance, ſecure health, much less . Wi 
peace of mind, or ward off the afſaults of diſeaſe and 1 
death. With regard to outward things, thou gh God 
does not promiſe to feaſt his people, yet he eee . 
46 Verily they ſhall be fed r; * their bread ſhall be 
a given them, and their water ſure 4; and, adds 3 
| the Ae, addreſſing himſelf to ſuch, But my 1 
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on the wall, there cried a woman unto him, ſaying, 


1 


oon may the re of the great be exhauſted? If, 


— 


* God ſhall Ants al your e . 15 M EE 
riches in.glory, by Chriſt Jeſus *;” which includes q 
Whatever is neceſſary for the body,  thefe things f 
c hich our heavenly Father knoweth wehaveneed4.” /J 
A much better ſecurity. this for our enjoying all-the 
neceſſary comforts and accommodations of our journey 
_Unpugh life than the world can give, or its greateſt ff 
vourites boaſt ; ꝓet, in addition to theſe, he promiſes 
to beſtow, what is unſpeakably preferable. The rich⸗ 
eſt delieacies of taſte, of which the tables of princes 
and ſovereigns can boaſt, may be bought with money; 
but Zion's proviſion, where with God ſatisfies her 
poor, could not be purchaſed but at the expence of 
blood divine. Wherefore, becauſe men can preſent FE; 
no equivalent, it is beſtowed without money and * 
without price}, on all who, from a ſenſe of need, 
are willing ſo to enjoy it; while thoſe who are not. | 
content ſo to receive it ſhall be ſent empty away g. 
While the greateſt on earth may be reduced to ſuch 
"ſtraits and exigencies, as not to have it in their power 
to relieve the preſent necefſity of a poor needy ſup-⸗ 
Funn rejoice, all ye that fear the Lord, to reflect 
that in your Father's houſe there is bread enough, e- 
: ven in the worſt of times, and to ſpare, numerous, 
beyond conception as his domeſtics and dependants 
are} And as the king of Iſrael was paſſing by up- 


Help, my lord, © king. And he ſaid, if the Lord 
40 do not help thee, whence ſhall L help thee? out 
20 of the barn-flaor, or out of the wine · preſs i? How: * 


1 deemed it an honour, of which he 


n. iv, 19. Nr. v. 32. 1 155. r. 1. $Loke i. LEW 


1 2 "Pp vi. 26. 27. of N — 4 
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. ow as | bath ag to ft n "iy 6 
ple ; what an honour' is it to be fed and feaſted at I 4 4 
the table of the great God, who may with the utmoſt 1 
_ propriety ſtile himſelf, © « The King of kings and Lord i 
\ « of lords,” and that in the dignified and endearing _ 7 
; character of his children! Loox partaenol. 190 Mie. 5 
| den manna, the true bread of life which came down. 
from heaven to give life, light,; and Joy to A  periſhing 
world, and. which the Son of man will give. They 
are admitted to drink of the waters of that river, 
© © . whoſe living ſtreams make glad the city of God t: 1 
and whereof Whoſoever. drinketh ſhall never die— MW 
dall never taſte of the ſecond death; for he that eat. 
Et of this bread and drinketh of this water ſhall Ire 
for ever. This proviſion is ſuited to their renewed 
nature, and will maintain its lite, health, beauty and 9 45 
 _ vigour. Though Lazarus, with reſpe& to his out- . h 30 1 
ward man, deſired to be fed with the crumbs which 14 
| . fell from Dives table; yet, even then was his ſoul 1 ; 
6, | - uo and feaſted on better than angels” food, on hes. _— 
VV ©. avenly viands, wich which the rich man's gs not 7 
MEL | 5 -Fare was not once worthy. to be compared. WEB. 
event manifeſted. So rich, full, and precious: that 8 AY 7 
R | Proviſion which God makes for his people in the e- W A | * 
s | _ wvenlaſting goſpel, and its various inſtitutions, that tze 
- | Prophet emphatically ſtiles it, 80 A feaſt of fat read | A * 
„ of marrow, and of wines on the lees well re- 1 14 
1 e « Blefſed,” ſaid one of old to our Lord, 
3 
W. 
If 
| 


<a 
hy. 0s 2 ' 
8 
* — — I 


3 
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3 eee, 
3 - Bleſſed i is-he.who is made a, partaker of the bread of 
3 FP the Church below, and O! the bleſſedneſs of . 3 2 

: „ who. ſhall My ad, 1 drink the wine * in n 1 3 
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a, Air 


"Meſſah's {dg of ky above! «He bumbletm 
C himſelf to behold things on ; the earth; to raiſe up 


1 the poor out of the duſt, and to lift up the needy 


out of the dung-bill, that he might ſet tHem "with i 
4princes *,” with the firſt-born ſons of light, theſe | 
Princes of the celeſtial court, and with ſuch of tze 
Human race, Who, as princes, have power with Gd, þ 
and prevail for the bleſſing. Who, confidering thefe me 
chings, would not exclaim, Lord, ewermore give uns 
"this bread, and let the world unerwicd Hare i its ire Wet © 
aſt! "delicacies T? N N 
I farther chlerded, That a ſplendid e nia is . | 
ed to reflect honour upon the owner. How apt . 1 
are men to glory in the number and ſplendour of 
tdeir retinue! And how much are they often admir- 
ed by others on this account! Are not their retinue 1 Wh, 
and attendants, however, vbſequious as they may ap- . 
«pear, compoſed, for the moſt part, of ſycophants 
and mercenary retziners—of ſuch birds of paſſage as 
tarry with them only during their ſunſhine of prof- 
bn But, theſe haleyon days once ſled, they be- 
take themſelves to more clement regions in queſt of 
new game... Let the men of the world glory in the 
number and ſhew of ſuch venal, parafitical attend- 
. among whom, one capable of ſteady friendſhip 
is rarely found; but let the Chriſtian, in this rei- 
"pt glory in his God, and in that honourable con- 
voy and ſafe-guard, which he grants his people in 
this ſtate of diſtance and peregrination, till op... 
| home to his immediate and glorious preſence. | 
The deſpiſed followers of Jeſus, theſe ehilaret of * i 
ien Kin 8 can bvaſt of attendants more honcer- ; 


Pall en iüi 6 7 5 ˖ vans vi. 36: | | 


os higher order and more exalted nature than man. | 
_ | | Theſe are the holy angels, to-whoſe miniſtky they. are _ i 
|. more indebted for their outward preſervation than 1 
chey are indeed aware of; yet do they not merit, and | 
as little. do they claim divine honours on this ac- 
count. When Jacob fled from his father's hes” 
| to eſcape the effects of his enraged: brother's reſent- 
„ 9 5 ment, without retinue or attendant, God.diſcayers , 
him in viſion that he was not alone, that his Father © 1 3 I 
in heaven was with him, and gave his angels charge. 
1 over e & And when the ſun was ſet, he lay 
| *< down,” ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, et in a certain place 
to fleep. And he dreamed, and behold, a ladden 
cet upon the earth, and the top of it reached » 
"| «© heaven; and behold, the angels of God aſcending 
FF © and deſcending on it. And behold, the Lord ſtood.” 
I above it, and ſaid, Lam the Lord God of Abrahams. 
| e chu father, and the God of Iſaac , Ee. While the 
- viſion of the ladder, with the angels aſcending.and + 
- deſcending, upon it, and God himſelf at the top of i its 
1 1 might be intended to preſigure Meſhah's. future ad- = 
j : vent in the fleſh, as the grand medium of all divine 
=: communications. between heaven and earth, through . 7 
1 35 how: God and angels are reconciled to guilty men 4 4 
5 it was alſo certainly deſigned to affure the Patriarch - *X b 
Ez * God's preſence and protection with him whither . If 1 
be was going, and how. ready his angels were to do 
. . _ tum the kindeſt and moſt important offices. This i bs 
3 + 4 2 expreſſed in the paſſage; and Jacob's remark , 
+. _ upon the whole, when he awaked, was, 5* Surely the - 5 
Lord is in this place f. How dreadful is this 5 20 3 


| 
98 | "i 7 etam this nas beings. 
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3 64 This is none other Dk the houſe of God, and this Ph 
8 TH 485 ö | 5 rofl ; a 
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; : Wen uo all that ſeas God: * The arg el . wu. 
e and therefore 3 lh, 5 
—— em fx with others unthe | 
l real believer may faith behold himſelf ſo. Sa 5 2 
aud attended in every ſituation, If the goſpel dif- 0 
„ penſation enlarge the privileges. of Chriſtians i in every : 
nm in-this particular? The real members of the Church 4 
ef Chriſt, under the New T eſaid, in their © 
| _ acceſſion thereto, to have come to an innumerable 2 
_ . | eompany of angels . Poor and deſpiſed as the diſci- © _ 
-| ples of Jeſus may have in. general been in every ages. 4 
1 © yet. do the angels of heaven cheerfully attend . 1 
and conſtitute their conſtant guard; for, ſays the 
I Apoſtle, are they not all, Gabriel himſelf not excepted, 
I - miniſtring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter. for Ml 
5 555 who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation ? In the caſe of Dives. | : A 
l nd e es eng 88e to, what, 2 1 
i . 4 | 
1 condition | The rick man wag loth=" - 
e OS - A 
„ | accominodations of life, was aid at ar ages flo ny 
TY * F nl. aiv. 7. + Heb. x ji 22. 4 Heb. 1. 1 — 
J 3 Nas great. — 


5 r art deſpiſed z fop the king upon the throne 


more important. The ſacred text particularly re- 


tion 75 made of t 


things only thus far, one would be ready to exclaim, 


Let me live the life, and die the death of the rich. 
man; and let my latter end be like his But mark 
Well che end of both, in which the dictates of ſacred: · 
NE wifdons. are verified: „ The wickedis driven away ; 
AQ in his wickedneſs ; but the righteous hath hope in 
his death; 46 for the work of righteouſneſs - 
4 ſhall be. peace; and the effect thereof. quietneſs and . 
A aſſurance for ever . Thus runs the ſacred na- 
rative: Thiere was a certain rich man, which was. 


EE e clothed- in purple and fine linen, and fared ſump- 
| g « tuouſly every day. And there was a certain beg- 


* * et gar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, | 
full of ſores, and defiring to be fed with _Q. 


3 crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: more- 


J 


f 8 ; it ried by the angels into Abraham's boſom; that is 


. '. tion from the body, into the abodes of. the bleſſed. 
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marks, that the . man was bu ied, while no men- 
ſepulchre of the other. Accor-- 
oh 3 ding to the euſtom of thoſe days, Dives would no- 
daoubt be embalmed, and having lien ſome time in - 
ſtate, be then interred with great funeral pomp and 
ſolemnity, while a train of mourners attended his re- 
mains to the houſe appointed for all living. Tracing 


great, rich, Ry Sia as oth as for As WY 1 


no leſs than for the beggar on the dunghill; for the 
| wicked as welbas forthe rightepus,—a diſtinction ſtil} 


r,{the dogs came and licked his ſores. Abd: ; 
a it came to paſs that the beggar died, and was 25 5 


1 his ſoul was conveyed, immediately upon its are. : 
| » 5 66 The rich 5 8 alſo died, _ hes buried: une wo ö ; 


P ”" EX + 
es — — 
a * 9 
99 2 Du. - N 


4 
1 * 
5 
1 : . ; . + * " 
3 ; - 2 . 2 . 5 
4 31 /* * £ * ; 
—_ "> hs Ber. of ; 3 
p wu : * 8 % a 2 $8 * ce =. * 
: : 4 * » a * F * 4 — b F 4 : © BY "of 21 8 4 7 * * i 4 
1 8 bag 2 - , ; » 8 © 5 3 3 i LP 3 © 
3 5 1 a - , -# "ts * 8 5 \ 1 5 Ty £ F 
7 " R a< be ” bd * 5 N 5 . : 
# 1 * 3 
by U * 8 


. 


— » 
1 ; 
* . k wr 
” K a B 5 
e 
* 22 4 
” * 7 1 
. 


be ut up his . vel] in torments, - ak beck A As BPR. 
«. braham afar off, and Lazarus in his boſom *. Now . 
p ye whether of the two had the greateſt bonour 1 5 
ſhewed him at death; Dives, whoſe remains wers 
attended to the tomb by a numerous train of feignd 


mourners, while his ſoul; the only conſcious part, is 
| thruſt out of the body by the king: of terrors, and 


driven away by infernal ſiends from all his earthly 


glory to the dark abyſs of woe, the prey of miſery. - 
e and deſpair, which admit of .no-intermiſſfiong, _ 
or end; or: poor Lazarus, whoſe body, perhaps, had. 1 
fcarce the burial of an aſs; yet was, in his immortal. 
part, eſcorted by angels to the regions of the bleſſed © * 
the manſions of glory, honour, and immortality. Al. 
ee all this to be but a parable, in which our Lord. 1 


had no particular perſon in his eye, yet is it a para- 


ble founded on. the moſt ſolemn. reality, and often - 
awfully verified in the courſe of divine providence z. _ 

bor, verily, it ſhall be well with the righteous, but 
ill with the wicked +, when che paſſing. ſcene of hu 
man life is over. What advantage can the one now 
reap from. all his former wealth and glory? the re- 


5 5 collection of. which muſt enhance his preſent eur FT 
while the: momentary. afflictions of. the other are for- 5 5 
EY mn or only remembered with joy and gratitude,, 
- as paying. the way for ſuch exalted glory and fe, * 
| and giving. them a higher reliſh in.fruition... EY 
f If ſuch periſnhing things as coſtly, food. and PO 57 Pe 
5 1 ſuch mercenary beings äs in general compoſe - 
the retinue of the great are, however, allowed to con- 3 
"as honour and reſpectability on their preſent dun- 
. ets, will not a moment's reflexion ſuffice to convince „ 
5 bs . = NON of ia on 5 1 
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| | s 17 WT indeed, there are bw 
I bur this bonour end 'M 
5 Wl 17 ? jects of Zion' s King, 14s 
= 20% | kings of the earth; for they are honoured: with 1 
GRIN © viſits, and often feaſted with him at Bo 


«Let dhe men of che world TY 2 


_the conſequences but let the followers of Jeſus ſhew: © 
ves eee ww the widdondfiows- | 
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1 3 4c tural man,” or the animal man, as the word i imports, 


xz = C they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he e know 
e them, becauſe they are ſpiritually. diſcerned *;” 
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. 8 ſelf ly to 3 8 hs ever ks to· 

-own that he alone hath made us to differ, and that 

ve neither have nor gan do any thing truly good, W 
as he is rated to beſtow, and to enable us: The na- 


; M 4 receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 


and ſuch were the beſt of us once; and that we W 
not ſo ſtill is entirely owing to the powerful interpoꝰ- 

A ſition of free, ſovereign grace. While we are allow- 
. * 5 ed to rap the ing let {Gahan all capes and. 


* 


IV. Titles of Adincuon, wy e af} a 5 
to the peace and happineſs of ſociety, are generally. | 
allowed to gerive honour to thoſe who poſſeſs and 
ſuſtain them. Were it not ſo, why ſhould many be. 
ſo ambitious and careful to obtain and ſecure theſe 
for themſelves and their friends, and ſo. much diſpo- 
ſed to place a high value on them when obtained? 
ZBaucb, acting in character, are indeed juſtly. entitled: 
j 3 . : to all due reſpect. Often, however, have there been. 
muen found, bearing the moſt pompous titles, and in- 
veſted with the moſt important offices, whoſe con- 
duct, mean-while, in private life, or groſs abuſe and 
perverſion of the truſt lodged in them, mark them 
aut, in proportion to the emin&nce of the ſphere they. 
3 occupy, as objects of public odium, from which no ad- 
_ ventitious circumſtance whatever can ſcreen. But al- Tf 
> ONE 2 to pofſeſs genuine worth and reſpeQabi-- e 
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' thoſe which flow from the prayers of the godly ?— 


| their pious example and counſels altogether out of 


"utmoſt propriety in 6e + public Rich 5 are ethe 7 ; 
civil advantages they derive to mankind, compared tc to f 


"the queſtion: In regard of the latter, they are in- 


deed called the light of the world, and the ſalt of the 

earth; the mean of illuminating a benighted world, 
and preſerving it from the worſt kind of putrefation 

the corruption and turpitude of fin. Againſt this 4 


it is no objection, that the wicked hate this light, as 
| birds of night do the rifing ſun, and refuſe the bene⸗ 
fit of this ſalt, leſt it ſhould cauſe their fleſh to ſmart, 
and gall their putreffing wounds. Let ſuch account 
the people of God the refuſe of mankind, and « the + 
at men who turn the world upſide down *;” yet, from 
Abraham's interceſfion for the cities ofthe plain, and. 
' God's gracious conceflions in anſwer to his requeſts ; 
and from Moſes” interpoſition in behalf of ancient IH. 
rael, when the wrath of Heaven was ready to be pour- 


I. ed forth upon them ; as alſo from the deliverance | 
3 granted to Paul's s fellow-voyagers to Rome 9 for his | 
_ » ſake, we may eaſily learn how much others, even the 


a 


very worſt of men, may be often indebted to the 


prayers of the ſaints for the exerciſe of divine for- | 


. bearance, and the watding off merited, impending © 
Judgments ||. - Deplorable, indeed, and paſt all hope, 


is the condition of that nation and of theſe indivi- 155 ; 
Auals, in whoſe favaur God refuſes to hear his ſer- 
wants N; for then does their deſtruQion become i inivit. Wd. 3 


able. By this do they confer no obligation, deſerve - 
mo eſteem? no returns but reproaches and „ 


=” ; " _T It "vas a cutting: queſtion our Lord put to ye”: 
> 1 * Acts b + Gen. viii. 23-33: + Exod. xxxij. 


BY on, 3. 8 Ads xxvii. 23: 24. 1 Jer. xv. 1. 1 Ezek. 
vir. 14. . 1 10 II, . 35. 17 85 xvi. bh 
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& Lord, fon not this ſin to their charge. And when 
| © "de had faid this, he fell aſleep“. How: honour. 
« able an exit from this vale of tears; to the happy re- 
1 .gions of love, glory, ind blifs above! 
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in in ſcripture, which import their being dignified per- 
ſions, and honourable in his ſight, at preſent I can 
Iſpecify but few of the many which there occur. In 
: _ :the Forty-fifth pſalm, which molt commentators ex- 
pound as referring to Chriſt and his Church, and 
expreſſive of that mutual love which reſults from the 
> |. _ endearing and indiſſoluble union and relation that 

Iubſiſt between them (the only conſiſtent expoſition 

5 indeed which can be given of it), they are deſigned, 
- | -< Tar honourable women; that is, Meſſiah, he be- 


JOS” | o 


7. ͤ om W000 0 8 


ning the perſon addreſſed immediately before. Their re- 
„I Htion'to him and the participation of his grace con- 


9 ſtitute them ſuch. Among theſe, Kings „ 
are faid to be; for though not many , yet ſome 
I mighty and noble are choſen of God, and called. 


ys Wi I This title, however, applies to all true believers, who 
I are. promoted to great honour and ſpiritual dignity 
I by virtue of their being born of God and eſpouſed | 

I :o the Lord Jeſus, the King of glory, in an eyerlaſt- 
ing and well- ordered covenant, which ſhall never be 
forgotten or diſannuled. This relation, while it im- 
ports the moſt diſtinguiſhed honour, alſo beſpeaks a 
mutual -endeared affection. - For the ſame nn 
and to carry our ideas of cheſe {tili higher, they are 
deſigned, in their collective capacity, the Queen, aa” 

t repreſented as ſtanding at his right hand in gold of 
1 Ophir; that is, in robes wrought with the moſt preci- 


by * | As vii 59. 60 1 x Cor. i. 26. 


2 


AN HONOURABLE ONE, * _ 


With regard to the Titles given the people of God 


ous gold. ＋ his appellation implies not only bo near- 
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eſt Aelitten and moſt N affection, but allo 
the moſt dignified character. It imports great ho- 
nour and happineſs; which are alſo farther intended 
by her ſtation and attire, it the right hand, in gold 
of Ophir. The fine gold is emblematical of the 
beauty, the durability, and perfection of Emmanuel's 
righteouſneſs, with which ſhe is clothed as with a 


robe; as alſo of the inherent graces of the Spirit, by 
which ſhe becomes glorious within. Here the Church 


and all her believing members are ſpoken of as the 


THE Daughter, and the Queen or Spouſe of Zion's King; 


* 


and elſewhere, as his Siſter, relations inconſiſtent 
with each other in the ſame perſon in civil life; yet 
they all perfectly accord as applied here. This aſ- 
ſemblage of endearing and dignifying titles plainly 
intimates, that the relation which ſubſiſts between 


_ Chriſt and his people involves in it every kind of 


honour and affection, which. theſe and the like im- 
port among men. With what propriety may he then 
addreſs them, Hearken, O Daughter, and W 4 
e der, and incline thine ear; forget alſo thine own 
te people, and thy father's houſe : So' ſhall the King 
e greatly deſirè thy Sy for he i is 100 SON _ 


+2420] *. « worlhip thou him“ “ 2 & * NE. 
There are other two 8 to mention no more, 


: "which claim our particular regard, that of Kings and 


Prieſts. « Unto him that loved us,“ ſays John in the 
name of all real Chriſtians, © and waſhed us from our 
«6 fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 


Jews theſe offices were diſtinct and ſeparate, and that 


by divine appointment, both never meeting in * 
. _ Tn The former was God s PO © 


7 f 5 * ver. 10. 17. + Re: 3 i. 5. 6. EY + oy ö 
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and receive pompous titles, to which nothing ſub» 
ſtantial or really beneficial is annexed; but it can- 


not be ſo with God; for the titles he beſtows: on 0 


people import an honour and happineſs eorreſpord- 


ing to them. Are they termed Ling? we are aſſared 
ce It is their Father's good pleaſure to give them the 
« kingdom * 3” for this he hath promiſed to all chat 


love. him, hs theirs it is by the moſt indefeſible 


right. While the kingdoms of this world, 8 
often the occaſion of much contention and blood- Wh y. 
ſhed, are but of ſhort duration and very limited ex= _ 

tent; this is everlaſting, and unbounded ag his own. 
dominion. In having God for their portion, they in- 

herit all things f, and becauſe he lives, they ſhall live 
alſo f. Are they called Priefts? it is to their Gd !: 

and Father, to officiate” in his heavenly temple, ane 
1 well for ever in his re PO! ⁰ they 3 
80 honourable. diſtinQion ? and are theſe of God's or- 4H 


. $.. Luke, x xii. 3. t Rer. xxi. 7. . Joh xiv. 19. 1 5 
17 1 1 2 . daining 


AN HONOURABLE ONE. , 


or eee as the ſupreme magiſtrate, or hid) of 76 — 
the body politic; and the latter the viſible head of 4 4 
the body eccleSaſtic, in which he was a lively typfe 
of Meſſiah, the great high Prieſt of our profeſſion. 
Ihe perſon of both was deemed ſacred, as the Lord's 
anointed. So highly was the character of Pontiff Na 
lued in the Heathen world, that we ſind kings ang 
emperors aſſuming the title of high prieſt and often 
for gh as ſuch in their religious rites and ceremo- 
I When the Spirit of God, then, gives real, 
| Chriſtians the deſignations of Kings and Prieſts. to 5 
their God, does he not evidently mean hereby tod 
convey the idea of honour and ſanctity, and to repre= 
ſent them as doubly ſacred ? Men may indeed give 
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- "Gaining and beſtowing, who is the alone and . 
lute fountain of all power and honour ? can it then 
be any preſumption, nay, is it not exceeding ration-. 
al to infer; that this refles the moſt genuine honour 
upon them? In all this, however, „God hath cho- 5 
66. sen the Apoſtle, writing to the Corinthians, tells 
„e the fooliſh and the weak things of the world, to 
. tente the wiſe, and the things that are migh- 
«ty; and baſe things of the world, and things that 
ti are deſpiſed, yea, and things nick are not, to 


| . bring to nought things that are; that no fleſh: 


«* ſhould glory in his preſence.” “. > 67%) 
Thus have I conſidered ſome of theſe things which, 0 
are commonby allowed to impart honour among men; 
fuch as—high birth and honourable connexions; 
vaſt wealth, extenſive property, and future proſpects; 
—T ch apparel ſplendiSretinue and coſtly proviſion; 
important offices and dignifying titles; and ſne wn, 
* is hoped, to the conviction of every candid mind, 
that, in all theſe reſpects, we may ſay, with the in- 
ſpired writer in the text, Lymd you therefore who be- 
 lieve there is honour, —honour worthy of the moſt. 
unbounded ambition. Nay, muſt we not in all theſe 
particulars yield them the pre-eminence ? the ſacred. 


- oracles being judge, and their verdift admitted on 


this head; and ſuch as will not now believe their re- 


port, nor ſubmit to their authority, God will take his 


on time and way to convince of their guilt and fol- 


- ly; and that his judgment is according to truth, and 
his deciſions all founded in juſtice and equity 


The improvement of the whole ſhall be reſerved as . 
. fubje&t of a ſeparate diſcourſe. May the Lord him- 


1 3 : ſelf bleſs what hath been n now * agreeable to- 


5 his word. Amen. „ ; 
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It PETER ji. Lv 


it you «therifore which belizve he is W or, as in ute 
W com: Nee e mars there is N oN on. 55 


N 5 % * * 5 . * 
8 a ; * 


Ober a mighty Potentate put this e to 3 
favourite prime Miniſter, c What ſhall be done 
er unto the man whom the king delighteth to ho- 
E nour ?“ The haughty ambitious minion thinking 
in his heart, “ To whom would the king delight to 
e do honour more than to myſelf ?“ anſwers his ſo- 
vereign, „ For the man whom the king delighterh 
0 to honour, let the royal-apparel be brought which 
the king uſeth to wear, and the horſe that the 
king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is.ſet - 
upon his head: and let this apparel and horſe be 
c delivered to the hand of one of the king's moſt noble 
«© princes, that they may array the man withal whom - 
the king delighteth to honour, and bring him on 
C horſeback through the ſtreet of. the city, and pro- 

[ claim before him, Thus ſhall it be done to the man 
J *Fwhons the king Aeli to honour? SOPs . 
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re dictated by the moſt unbound. 


. 226 inſatiable ambition; and, perhaps, the great- ö 


er part of thoſe vho are deemed honourable in every 


| * nge, would herein cordially join iſſue with him; for 


ſuch is the honour which the world courts and ad- 


| 5 yet can it not admit a moment's compariſon 
with bar to which Peter alludes in the text. | 


But, ſhould it be aſked, What ſhall be done to che | 
man whom the King of kings delighteth to honour ? 
ue can anſwer, with an Apoſtle, (Eye hath not ſeen, 


nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 


« of man, the things which God hath prepared for 


5 im 3” which he hath already partly beſtowed up- 
on him, and to the full and perpetual fruition of which 
„mie will in a little promote him. 3 
5 Though it is but very little of this e can EPI 5 
trace and know; for the moſt enlightened Chriſtian 
dn earth fees but darkly, and as'through a glaſs; yet 
en boped that ſomething of it may be learned from 
buht hath been advanced in the illuſtration of the 
3 fubject. There the preſent privilege and future Pro- 
mens of real Chriſtians have been contraſted, in a 
few particulars, with ſome of theſe things which are 
| generally allowed to confer | honour: among men; 
whence we may addreſs all of that defcription, with | 


our Apoſtle Unte zou who believs there is" Bonur. 
Hanz diſcuſſed what Was propoſed on the doc- 


„ il part, I now come to ſubjoin ſome. reflactiont 
tom the ſubject, and applicution of it, which, maß 
tie Spirit of all grace effectually apply to each of out 
5 . Hearts. -Conſi dering with what difficulty men are 


eee to credit the OT TORY wells do rats 5 
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av HONOURABLE ONE. 
That 850 3 is honour to them who believe, vai me, 


Brethren, to enlarge here a little, although I have al- 


0 iner en the wanne at rſt intended. | 
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ty of the Chriſtian, and the ſuperiour excellence of 
the Chriſtian character, whatever the men of the 


world may think of either. That the genuine belie- | 
ver in the Son of God is an honourable and digni- 


fied character, will appear from what hath been ſug- 


geſted in the progreſs of the ſubject. While but ve- 
ry few of our race can claim kindred to kings and 
_ nobles, to the great and honourable of the earth; all 
| theſe who are born again—born from above, have 
the ſupreme Lord of all for their Father, and are en- 
abled by the Spirit of adoption to draw near unto _ 
him, and confide in him as ſuch : 4 They are born,” Se 


fay the oracles of ſacred wiſdom, © not of blood, nor 


4 of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but 
E of God *; and become hĩs ſons through faith in 
Chriſt Jede They are allied to angels, yea to the 
Lord of angels; * for they are members of his body, 
44 of his fleſh and of his bones f, and therefore . he 
d is not aſhamed to call them brethren 4. 
ſome deemed honourable for their wealth and pro- 


Are 


perty ? Let ſuch claim, precedence for the poſſeſ- 
ſions, and graſp at the honours of earth; but yours, 


O Chriſtian, is the kingdom of eren and dur- 


{ able riches and honours there! You have food too 


=” 
MITES 


eat whereof the world knoweth not; and of hd 
its votaries cannot taſte. Lou are clad with 8 4 
wi which thoſe of Solomon in all his glory _ 


15 * John * 13. | 4 Eph. v. 30: 4 Heb." it, 11. 
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not 1 e of . A righteous 

7 8 and the ornament of a meek and ſanctified ſpirit. 

 — What are the attendants of the great compared to 
ours? They may boaſt of mercenary menials, obſe- 
quious to their call; but you can boaſt.of attendants 

far more glorious and mighty than the kings of the 
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1 earth, to one of whom, armed with the divine com- , 
Y eee all their forces are not a match 1 « Are 8 
1 & they not all,” ſays the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of the an- 
it gels of heaven, miniſtring ſpirits, ſent forth to mi- N 


66 niſter for them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation?“ 
—Are they defigned_ Kings and Prieſts? This ho- 
nour is not of man's making or beſtowing; but com- 
eth from God, to whom they ſhall be ſuch for ever. 

The honours, privileges, and . treaſures they poſſeſs 

corxeſpond to theſe ſacred and dignified titles; and 
death, which levels earthly honours with the duſt, 
mall only introduce to the en. and d perl 
. of theirs. 

As the real Chriſtian is eee to en honour - 
and dignity, ſo his character is truly excellent. It 
- compriſes -<* whatſoever things are true, honourable, . 

e juſt, pure, lovely; and of good report . In its 
perfection it includes. perfect conformity to God in 
the moral excellencies of his nature, and even here ; 
this: conformity: 1s- begun, and gradually advancing | 
towards its completion. Though theſe things are 
* by: ſuch poor ſinful, mortals as have their 
eyes blinded by Satan, the god of this world, yet 9 ; 

cannot appear ſmall and unintereſting to thoſe who 

receive the word of God as the rule of their faith 


| and raftce and the baſis of their preſent hopes, ang: 


22 2 Las. 35. * Phil. iv. 5. { 5 | 
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hand of ir fulute profpctits; for fuch will count 
Werk Ay their en and — their deſireQ. 


* 


U. Wohenhis fubject we may Lenka infer;/The- 


| ovligations real Chriſtians are under to cultivate. 


gratitude and humility. Can they reflect upon what 


they have been, and ſtill too much are, and not be 
humble under a ſenſe of their extreme unvörthi 


neſs, even of the leaſt of God's favours, much more 


Fo of ſuch diſtinguiſhing honour? Can they call to- 


mind to whom they are indebted for this privilege 2. 


vcho it is that hath made them to differ from what 
they themſelves once were, and many of their fellow 
men, the ſame by nature, ſtill are, and not feel tlie 
moſt lively emotions of gratitude to their redeeming 


God and Saviour? Is Jeſus the author and finiſher- 


—in its contrivance, purchaſe, power, application, 
and final conſummation in heaven? Is he the Alpha 


And Omega — tlie author, medium, and ſum of ſal- 


vation; and will they not be ready to adopt the ani- 
mated and grateful aſcription of the beloved Apolite,\ 
“ Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from aur 


4 ins in his own blood, and hath made us kings A 
& prieſts unto God, even his Father; to him be glo- 


ce ry and dominion for ever and ever h. To them 


Sy that believe Chriſt is an honour, to which no earth 


17 honour can compare. He is their all in all, at alli 


times and in every ſituation; their light in darkneſs; \ 
their ſtrength in weakneſs; their health in fickiteſs3. 


mel wealth in poverty; their honour and gh 
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the believing ſoul? Is ſalvation of him in every ſenſe? 
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| friekd under the world's 'reproaches and contempt ; A 
their joy, and the ſubject of their ſong in forrow, 
© and during the darkeſt night of adverſity; their 
"ſhield, buckler, and ſafe guard in the day of battle 
and war, of peſtilence and great deſtruction ; their 
hidden manna and life-giving bread amidſt famine 
and dearth, whereof the world knoweth not, nor can 
receive; their life in death, and their everlaſting light, 
_ dls, and portion beyond it. Who, intereſted in him, 
-can ſurvey and believe all this, and not exclaim, with 
an Apoſtle, „ Behold what manner of love the Fa- 
cc ther hath beſtowed upon us *, that we ſhould be 
called and conſtituted the ſons of God, endowed with 
their diſpoſitions, animated with their hopes, and i 8 
_ he. time exalted to poſſeſs their glorious proſpects! 
As the conſideration of theſe and the like rant | 
mould excite and command our gratitude and praiſe, 
. and will, when grace is in exerciſe; ſo ſhould it alſo. 
promote our humility, our lowlineſs of heart and de- 
1 While pride is the harbinger of deſtruc- 
tion, and a haughty ſpirit portends a fall ; before 
the honour intended in the text is humility , wy, = 
hen genuine, is a certain evidence of an intereſt in 
it. While a proud and haughty ſpirit is the darkeſt 
and deepeſt feature of Satan's image, the moſt diſtin- ” 
guiſhing charaQeriſtic of a child of hell; bumility, | - 
when founded on and regulated by goſpel principles, | 
motives, and ends, is the faireſt lineament of the new 85 
creature, the brighteſt ornament of the Chriſtian cha- 
racter, an evidence of a title to heaven, and a ee 
_ miectneſs for it. While God reſiſts the proud and 
| Knows them afar off, with the humble and N 


1 3 John i tit, 1. T Drone xvi, 18. * + Prov. XViii. 12. ot 
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„ er will he dwell, and on them will he bel grace by 
ow, and glory, theſe true riches and honour. Theſe, un- 
heir Uke the wealth and honours of the world, inſtead of _ ® 
title "ting the mind with high ideas of our own imagi- il 
heir nary importance, inſpire and aſcertain lowlineſs of = 
nine heart and deportment. Is it God's great and ulti- , 
can mate end in our redemption, the praiſe of the glory 7 
ght, of his own grace? in this end will his people cordi + ; 
aim, ally acquieſce. That the loftineſs, high looks, and 
with proud pretences of men —of their own hearts, ſo fare 
Fa. as unrenewed by grace, may be brought down and 3 
4 be 4 abaſed, and the Lord alone exalted, is their hearty , q 4 
with ff wiſh-and ardent prayer, that ſo he who glorieth ma; : 
d in 3 in the Lord. As the praiſe of all is wholly due 
E to him, and claimed by him, ſo to tis claim, in its 
nge, fulleſt extent, they give their hearty approbation; ; 
aiſe, ff _ faying, with one heart and voice, of him whoſe name 
Ms | alone is excellent and worthy to be praiſed, ( Not ol 
des “ unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name 
ruc- 5 ec give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's ſake . - 
fore All this they are ſacredly bound to do, and they keel, 1 
ich, 22 at times at leaſt, the force of the obligation. If we | 
1 know nothing of this experimentally, it is clear to a 05 22 
ket | demonſtration, that we are yet ſtrangers to the-faith. | 
tin. 5 which -appropriates Chriſt as precious, and deſtitute | 1 
bn: | -* that honour, and theſe privileges ien n | 77 1 
les, ene connected wü l. 


III. From 10 ſubject x we A likenife 9 2 How 1 

- ch real Chriſtians are bound to. ſtudy i in all things Bo, 
àcorreſponding behaviour, Does God now promote 2 
* of * deſcription to great honour and * 


: * Rein CV; 1. 


4 ee faith the certain proſpect a NY | 
ry, honour, and immortality, beyond the few paſling 
days of life; then ſhould the conſideration of what 
hey now poſſeſs, and are allowed to hope for here- 
atcter, excite-to-walk worthy of their heavenly extrac- : 
"78 i, tion and glorious unfailing hopes. Are they the chil- FF. 
Laren of a King, of him who is King of kings, by 
= © whom the. kings of the earth reign, and its princes | 
WW decree juſtice? let them then ſtudy to be holy, as: | 
— their heavenly Father is holy *, perfect, as he is per- | 
fect I; for ſo himſelf commands. Shall they who 
are born to a erown, and have a heavenly kingdom 
in certain proſpect, fix their hearts on earth, imbibe 
the maxims, and imitate the cuſtoms of the world, - 
- -which-proved' ſo unfriendly to their Lord. and Maſter, 
and all his genuine followers. in every age? Shall 
-they who claim relation to angels and the ſpirits of juſt. 
men made perfect in the regions of the bleſſed, min- 
-gle here with the refuſe of mankind in their pleaſures 
and purſuits, -with the ſubjects and children of Satan, 
tte god of this world, with whom Meſſiah, their Prince- 
| H 8 i at war, and for whom, if merey and repentance }, 
prevent not, is reſerved the · blackneſs of darkneſs for 
ever Shall not theſe who poſſeſs the ſame renewed. 
'  - nafure, are promoted to the "fame ſacred honours, 
and have the ſame glorious proſpects, with reſpect to 
7 eter, prize and .delight in each -other's ſociety, 
not ſwayed by ſuch accidental circumſtances, as in 
other reſpects they may happen to differ? Will ſuch 
prefer the men of the world, the children of S 
and enemies of the croſs of Chrift, if they but hap- - £ 
_—_ to, 8 e of their own. nat ory! a 1 
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+ - are taught: of him to lo. 8 b 
ſtinguiſhed among men; 
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ſow, « to the apparent children of God, who may ſee 4 


it their duty to differ in what they themſelves allow 


does not affect the eſſentials of Chriſtianity ?. Can the = | 
external ties of Church-fellowſhip, by which, the - 
rogeneous maſs of profeſſing Chriſtians. is held 1 


hetero 
together, and which, for the moſt part, are of man's 


framing, have more weight with them than the ſa- 


ered, the indiſſoluble ties of grace, which knit, cement, 
and. fuly frame together the ſpiritual ſyſtem into a 


holy temple in their common Lord? and will the 
former prove a more powerful recomendation to their 


der and intimate intercourſe than the latter? 


It may be ſo with thoſe who have little of Chriſtiani- 
ty but the name, or whoſe minds are blinded and 

warped by prejudices and a party ſpirit, and whoſe 
hearts are ſtrangers to the conſtraining power of Di- 
vine love: but thoſe who have taſted that the Lord 
the influence of his love, 


is gracious, and live unde 
ne another *, however di- 


exerciſe 


* HF 
* - 
9 . 
— 
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in point of ſituation, rank, 5 
and external circumſtances, or any peculiarity of ſen- 
timent in matters confeſſedly of ſmaller importance. _ 
If we eſteem and love him that begat, we will, for 
that very reaſon; eſteem and love them that are be: 
gotten. of him 1; and if we love not our Chriſtian 35 
brother whom we ſee, how. can we love God whom 
we have not ſeen t? He who can deſpiſe God's li- 
ving image in any of his people, or, what amounts to 
che ſame thing, who can deſpiſe any in whom that 
image appears, ſure can have no great regard for the 1 
ſacred original. God permits a diverſity of circum. - 
7 n and opinions to anke place in ſociety; i | 


'* i hel, iv. 9. + x John v. 4 8 x Jon iv. 20. 15 


4 


- 1 _ 
— 
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exerciſe of- mutual ſorbearance and Chriſtian love, 7 


thaf they who are approved may be made manifeſt *, 

and the high pretenſions of others diſcovered to pro- 
_ ceed from pride and ſelf. love, paſſions diametrically 
oppoſite to the genius of the goſpel. . In acting 
from theſe principles men may pretend a high re- 
gard to the honour and intereſt of religion, as e- 
ſpouſed and profeſſed by their party; but it is evident 
they herein conſult not the honour, nor copy the ex- 
ample of its Divine Author, who is no reſpecter of 
perſons; but in every age, nation, and deſeription 
of men, accepts thoſe who fear and love God, and 
work righteouſneſs, from a heart purißed by faith +. 
That religion, which can ſubſiſt without the exerciſe 
of brotherly love, in the ſcripture extent of that grace, 
muſt be built on the ruins of genuine Chriſtianity, 
and. exhibits but. too melancholy a fruit and evidence 
of its ſad decline. That love which the goſpel ſo 


oſten and warmly inculcates, and which it is ſo ad- 


mirably fitted to beget and promote in all who: pro- 
perly underſtand and duly embrace it, can never wax 
cold, till iniquity, under one form or other, abound, 
and gain the aſcendant in the heart. No wonder 
| thoſe who are born of God ſhould love one another; 

for the ties of grace, which are common to them all, 
are more intimate, endearing, and indiſſoluble than 
tmhoſe of nature; for they imply one ſpirit, temper, 
and diſpoſition, and hall remain inviolate for ever. 
To thoſe who live under the influence of the love of 
(Chriſt, all who bear his image, ſo far as they have ac- 


= . 5 eeſs to know them, will be endeared, notwithſtand⸗- 


** aby diverſity of circumſtances or little . 
5 * Cor. l. 1 1 Ae. 2 
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re, b upon which the world is apt to lay & mack. - 1 
„ fireſs. To act otherwiſe would be as inconſiſtent as 
ro- much out of character, as for the children of a nu- 
ally merous family to treat each other with cokineſs, re. 
ing ſerve, or diſreſpect, becauſe they are not all clothed  . 
re | with a garb exactly of the ſame colour and make, and '_ 
© || lodged in the ſame apartment. Let us beware, my 
ent Pf} Brethren, of a temper ſo unbecoming the children of 

ex our Father in heaven,—the followers of the benevo- 

rof | lent Jeſus,—and the profeſſors of that holy religion 

ton we have the happineſs to enjoy: beware of confirms 

and ing the-prejudices of infidels and unbelievers, and. 

> making the ways of God and our own good to be 

ciſe | evil ſpoken of, by our want of charity, benevolence, 

ce, 2 and brotherly love, with reſpe& to thoſe who = A | 
ity, not in all things be of our perſuaſion. Let all to 

nce F whom Chriſt appears precious, and who, of courſe, 

Iſo | are precious in his eyes and honourable, be alſo pre- 

ads cious in ours. Would we wiſh to approve ourſelves , 

ro- genuine believers in the Lord, and partakers of the 

vax facred honours of his people, let us ſtudy to love God 

nd, [ ſupremely, and to cultivate holineſs of heart and life, 

der with unfeigned love and benevolence towards all men. 
ers F eſpecially the houſehold of faith. Thus ſhall we, in - -4 
al, | fome meaſure, act up to the dignity and obligations 
han [of the Chriſtian character, — to the honour and happi--- 
der, neſs now conferred on us through Chriſt, and refer- 1 

ver. ved for us in his immediate preſence nh. un- "Wl 
> of = PIE _—_ e vim RY 255 "LT Ze 8 2 5 Ws 
nd- UI. Tie uubjeck we Ive 18 ad aid 8 

ne- clearly ſhews how little reaſon the pooreſt of God's: 


people have to envy the wicked and ungodly their 
£*0g 1 9108 and periſhing poſſeſſions, however. 
; 3 5 much 


3 THE chRISTlAN CHARACTER | £ 
much theſe” may bulk in the eyes of carnal, worldly, 
men, and what great reaſon they have to be content 
in every ſtate and condition. Viewing things in the 

light of the goſpel, and weighing them in the balance 

of the ſanctuary, the more elevated their preſent 

| Ration, and affluent their preſent circumſtances, the f 
Steiter objects are they of pity and compaſſion. Th ex 
an only-boaſt of honours-which ſpring from mann 
of happineſs which originates from earth, and ter- 

minates there. Though they may now walk in a 
Vain ſhewz and climb to the very ſummit of uy 

_ glory ; yet of all theſe adventitious and unintereſt- 
ning ornaments, will death, in a little, effectually vip 
them, and leave them, like the filly daw in the fable 

_— (which ſhone gay for a while in borrowed wetter 5 
Wt to appear in their native meanneſs and poverty, ob- 

wh jets of ſcorn and derifion to all intelligent beings. 

By what ſtrong and expreſſive images does the royal 
-  Palmiſt, and pious Aſaph, repreſent the inſtability | 
of their boaſted honours, and fading comforts ;_ and- i 
| the ſuddenneſs and magnitude of that deſtruction to. | 
which they pave the way: © I have ſeen the wicked 
es in great power, and ſpreading himſelf like a green 
pbay- tree; yet he paſſed away, and lo, he was not: 
| « yea, I ſought him, but he could not be found.“ 
. Zurely thou didſt ſet them in ſlippery places: thou |. 
4 caſtedſt them down into deſtruction. How are they 

4 brought into deſolation, as in a moment ! they are 
- «utterly conſumed with terrors. As a dream when 

a one awaketh; ſo, O Lord, when thou awakeſt, thou 
it ſhalt deſpiſe their image. ” Who would be con- 

dent to be degraded for life into a reptile, upon con- 
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5 dition of ſhining i in gold and gay apparel, 1 PLS, 
ing a ſceptre for a day, or even of Ms the pee | 
. Togatives and privileges of an angel? s 
Though the preſent condition of the men n of the- 1 
world; and that of the poor, humble followers of Je- 
fſus, when contraſted, may lead many to give the pre- 
1 ference to the former, yet the day is faſt approach- 
ing, when, to all who have had their portion here, 


the contraſt will be awful and firiking. To ſuch | 
„degree will it be ſo, as to force a conviction on WR 
eſt." | finner, on every intelligent being, who ſhall, witneſs. 
trip 5 the ſolemn tranſactions of that day, of the wiſe and 
ble happy choice every believer now makes in preferring, 
rs), if like Moſes, affliction and perſecution with the people. 
ob. ef God, to all the pleaſures of fin and ſenſe, which 
198. are but for a very ſhort ſeaſon. 'Then ſhall the 5 . 
yal- 5 ed be conſtrained. to own, with reſpect even to the. 2» 
lity - | pooreſt and meaneſt of that deſcription, as an Apo- 
„ eryphal writer makes them, « This was he whom we 
. ſometimes inderifion, and a proverb of reproach. — 
ed We fools counted. his life madneſs, and his end to 
+ be without honour. How is he numbered among 


* « the children of God, and his lot is among the 
WE 4 ſaints!” Need-I addreſs any preſent in the ſolemn, _ 
the alarming language of our Lord? « Wo unto you. 


5 : © that are rich; for ye have received. your conſola- 

Frag tion. Wo unto. you that are full: for ye ſhall, - 
W hunger. Wo unto you that laugh now: for ye - 

1 e ſhalt mourn and weep “.“ To this may I add, 

. ou unto you who now glory in the honours, ac- 0 I 
Get? 0 e, * Proſpects of a preſent wege * ; 
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=. 5 _ ſtate of hohour and opulence on earth, with all its. 
| - ordinary attendants, to a ſtate of utter darkneſs, hor- | 
| 4 | . ror, and deſpair, to doleful ſhades, where peace and 
reſt can find no acceſs, but where their worm dieth. 
not, and their fire ſhall not he ;quenched } Though | 
the miſery, and the happineſs of a future ſtate are 
© deſcribed in ſcripture by ſenſible images; yet may 
wee reſt aſſured, the deſcription, both of the one and 
e other, comes exceeding ſhort of the reality. Miſe- 
| ry ſo complicated and intenſe ſurpaſſeth all the efforts 
of human language to exprefs. Like the enfoyments | 
41 2» 98 of che bleſſed, it is more than eye hath ſeen, more 
than ear hath heard; yea, more than can enter into 
" the heart of man to Conceive. Add to all this its 


i a | 5 ; J __ x Fi th 4 * 
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=. * herein, verily, ye have all your honour, n 5 
id mes, ind reward,” „ 
* When the rich man in the goſpel, who had bee 
| | His days on earth, in honour and affluence, forgetful, 
uke moſt, alas! in the ſame condition, of the God of 
11% Z E "ab life, and the ſource of all his enjoyments, and of 
Wh aftate of retribution beyond the grave; when thoſe f 
i WL who reſemble him in theſe reſpects are torn. from 
wer the objects they deem moſt precious, and effential to 
with! their happineſs, and made to lift up their eyes in tor- / 
nn ment; muſt not the remembrance of their former 
* 14.8} | Nate, the recollection of the good things they once ; 
l 1 Y enjoyed, but are now gone for ever, prove a keen 5 
WEE. aggravation of their preſent miſery? The future con- 
' i dition of all who die under the guilt and power of 
Wil 1 jn, muſt, no doubt, be miſerable; but that of fuch, if 
_ doubly and peculiarly fo. - They have moſt to loſe, ' | | 
EH _ moſt to account for, and are leaſt prepared for ſuch 
000 © dread reverſe. How ſudden the tranſition} how 
170 | * dreadful the change! to ſink, in a moment, from a 
1 
1 
1 
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bi- "necks ing durations that it admits of no Fa 55 
FP - abatement, or end. If ſo, what ſhall it profit a man, 
ent: . though he ſhould gain the whole world, and poſſeſs: 
ful, in his own perſon all its boaſted honours and great- ; 

| - neſs, were his own ſoul to be at length thus for ever 


at a coming day they will be left to ſink, amidſt the 
| Dames and ruins of a conſuming world, and the ſmoke: 


_ of O and pexdition „ while they are forced to wit- 


hath choſen, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom 
Be hath promiſed to them that love him, afcend with: 


| goſpel, if under the guilt and power of. ſin, and'ex-- 


lays'the flowery tribes, with all their fading glory, le- 


1 * 2 
45 * ; \ 


| Joſt * Who would envy. the irreligious great what, _ 
they now poſſeſs, who but for a moment reflect, that 


and aſhes of their earthly poſſeſſions, into the dire abyſs. .. 


neſs the poor, the humble, and deſpiſed, whom Gods | 


their Redeemer to glory, with ſongs of never-ceaſing: 
Joy and triumph +} Who. would. envy the greateſt: 
m the world, if deſtitute of the faith and hope of the 


| poſed to the wrath of God? for. all the advantage- 
| proſperous vice can boaſt, is but what real virtue flies. | 
from and diſdains- Where. the momentary: proſpe-. 
rity 6f ſuch is emphatically deſcribed by the tranſient: 
verdure of graſs, the permanent . felicity of the-righ-. 3 
teous is, with great force and. fignificance,. compare! 
to the durable ſtrength and laſting beauty of palme 
and cedars 1. The graſs, though left to itſelf, will! 
ſoon decay and periſn. More frequently, however, d 
when it hath attained its moſt flouriſhing ſtate, and. 
all the flowers of the field are arrayed in their moſt _ 
perfect beauty, the mower enters with his ſcyth, and 
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* 236 THE CHRISTIAN-CHARACTER. 
not to truſt in princes, nor the ſan of man, whoſe. 
_— breath goeth forth, who returns to his earth, while 


that very day his thoughts of favour and kindneſs to 


8 Bis friends periſh *, to truſt in him alone with whom 
is no variableneſs or ſhadow of turning ! « Man be- 
ing in honour abideth not: he is like the beaſts. 


that periſh. Like ſheep, cut off by an infectious diſ- 
temper, they are laid in the grave, death ſhall feed 


5 on them; and the upright ſhall have dominion over 
1 them in the morning, and their ſtrength and beauty 
_ ſhall conſume in the grave, from their dwelling. Be. 


not afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of 
his houſe is increaſed : For, when he dieth, he ſhall 


HRS carry nothing away; his glory ſhail not deſcend after 
= him Though, while he lived, he. blefſed his ſoul: 
bee ſhall go. to the generation of his. fathers; they 

call never ſee light. Man that is in honour, and 
5 underſtandeth not, is Bke the beaſts chat periſh.” 

Theſe are the words of the God of truth. Let all 

Who ſeek their honour and their portion on earth. 

hear them and tremble. Let none permit themſelves, 
- to be fo. far blinded by the god of the world, and the: 

deceitfulneſs of riches, as to truſt. in the uncertain. _ 


poſſeſſions. and ſhort-lived honours. of which earth. 


can boaſt. Though a man ſhould ſhare of theſe as 


much as heart could wiſh ; 3 yet can they confer no 


| ; a #: 1 preſent happineſs, much leſs will they comfort i in the 
hour of death, or profit the owner in the day of Tath 
= and final deeifion. Theſe things, notwithſtanding 


every poſſible care and. precaution. both. i In. gaining 13 


=. and keeping them, make to themſelves.wings, though 
=_ ;:-- we ſhould. not, and tae "_ as. ee from - 3 
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their diſappointed owners, as an eagle that takes its - ; 


flight towards heaven. Let not any then ſet their 
hearts, and exhauſt all their time, care, and activity, 


upon that which is not, to the neglect of theſe, du- 
rable riches and honours, which God alone wr 


beſtow. | 2 - : . * 


- Theſe things Se may not you wha: are 


poor in the world, yet enriched by the grace of faith 


and hope, be content with your preſent condition, 
yea glory in it. Man needs but little, nor that little 


Jong; and ſure your Father in heaven, who hath given 
his Son to the death for you, and decreed ye ſhould 
dwell for ever with himſelf there, will not deny ou 
that. Sanctified poverty is an honourable ſtate ;' for 
hereby you poſſeſs the neareſt conformity to Jeſus, who | 
for our ſake became poor, and by his voluntary po- 
verty poured contempt upon all human greatneſs, and 


_ - reflected a real honour on that ſtate to his people: 


They who now reproach the poor deſpiſe their Ma- 


ker, who once was ſo himſelf, and ordained that ſtate - 
as, upon the whole, the molt ſafe, honourable, and 
happy for his people. As he was, ſo were his pro- 


phets and apoſtles in the world, not only deſtitute of 
rank, titles, and eſtates, without ſilver or gold, but 


* 


— 


„ 


often in hunger and nakedneſs, and having no cer- _ | 


tain dwelling-place . Hath God given you himſelf, 
his Son, his Spirit, his grace, and the aſſured proſpect 


of a crown and kingdom? is it poſſible you ſhould 


want any thing truly good for you? That a man's 
life, that is the happineſs of it, conſiſteth not in the 
| abundance of the things which he poſſeſſeth 4, is an 
een founded upon e ae and 


7 Aar ft 111 6. 1 Cor. iv. 11. + Luke ali. 1 
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_ = 3 by univerſal experience and obſervation- 
They who have moſt to loſe have moſt to fear; and 
wr | the'moſt affſuent are as prone to wih for ſomething . 
- they poſſeſs not, as the pooreſt ;* for it is the grace 
of God alone that can make men &ntent and happy 
in any poſſible ſituation. What others value, the 
Chriſtian is taught to reſign, eſteeming it more than 
enough to ſuffice all his wiſhes and deſires wy S 
3 and heaven are his. 0 
How ſurpriſing great the Sas, the e 
5 = arid. proſpects of real believers, which may command 
. not merely contentment with their lot, however hard 
and adverſe, but their gratitude and praiſe! Ther 
are the perſons whom the King. of heaven delights to 
honour and to bleſs. Is that man congratulated or 
envied who ſtands high in the favour of his prince, 
and is made to ſhare the fruits of his royal bounty? 
What is this, however, to your honour and felicity, 
who can call the King of kings your Friend, your Fa- 
ther, your God, and your portion; yours in the moſt 
. _ endearing relations; and by the moſt indiffoluble ties? 
55 Though you ſhould be more frequently deſpiſed than 
envied in the world, yet may you with joy congra- 
tulate one another, as entitled, by your heavenly ex- 
traction or new birth, to privileges s and proſpects to 
which the wor!d cannot once pretend, and which it 
could never yet confer on its greateſt votaries, Tou a 
ſhare Honours, joys, and pleaſures, of which the 
. world hath no knowledge, and with which a ſtranger 
to the life of faith cannot intermeddle. We have the 
| higheſt authority in aſcribing to you, even the poor- 
- eſt among you, titles far more noble and intereſting * 
than theſe pompous and high-{ounding ones which ex- 
eite human ambition, and throw a dazzling. luſtre 
| „„ 0 „ round 
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ound vb name' of kings. To none of theſe dk 
Jehovah ſay, Ye are my ſons, by virtue of your honour- = 
able extraction and high rank among men: but to 1 
his humble and deſpiſed ſaints doth he addreſs him- 
1 ſelf, 6 J will receive you, and be a Father unto you, 

1 « and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, faith the 

| « Almighty* *. o You have his promiſe to enjoy what 
is good, what his wiſdom ſees beſt for you here, and 
eternal life hereafter. Now are you. neatly related 
to. that King, who is the underived ſource of honour, 
power, and felicity, and will ere long be owned by 
him in the moſt endearing relation, and that before 
aſſembled worlds. Let the men of this world, then, 3 "of 
if they will, call the great, the proud, arid hondur- 
able of the earth happy; but how ſhall they be cbn- - 2 
founded to ſee the upright have dominion over them 2 
in the morning of the reſurrection 4!—to ſee thoſe 0 Þ 
hom they once deſpiſed, as unworthy, to uſe the 1 4 
language of Job, to be ſet with the dogs of their flockt, _ 
ſhine forth in the kingdom of their Father, like the 1 
ſun in his meridian ſtrength and beauty] For them 
that believe, all this and unſpeakably more is reſer- 
ved]; for ſuch honour and happineſs have all his ſaints 

in certain proſpect, which may cure them of every”. 
tincture of envy, and reconcile them to the moſt ad- 2 
verſe pants of Divine Providence. ''To Con. 4 
clude,” > 


* . 
# - F. * 5 Jy ** Fs © a 2 : * 
* * 


IV. While e 0 your an to 1 Nie 0 
ſus, and the privileges he has conferred upon you, a 
real, a laſting honour, and his name, characters, and 9 
relations, Precious, as ſavoury: ointment poured f fortl . 
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is were not rede 60 FAO that there n 
who to this hour have no cordial admiring thoughts » 
of him, nor feel the leaſt genuine affection for him? 
"Alas! my Friends, ſhould death overtake you in your 
Preſent ſtate and frame of mind, I earneſtly beſeech 
you to conſider what your ſituation and employment 
hall be, when the redeemed from the earth will j join” 
wi angels in celebrating the praiſes of their re- 
deeming God, and in participating a fulneſs of j joy 
and bliſs in his immediate preſence. Your ſentence - 
is already pronounced by the auguſt Judge of quick 
and dead, and except you repent, lay down the wea- 
pons of your rebellion, and ſubmit to the-ſceptre of | 
his grace, before the act of indemnity expires, inflex-. 
bi Juſtice, enforced by Almighty power, ſhall infalli- 
50 put that ſentence in execution. If your ſenti- 
ments of Meſſiah, the Prince of the kings of the earth, 
reſemble thaſe which the Scribes and Phariſees, his 
 implacable e enemies of old; diſcovered, when filled . 
with grief and envy at hearing the children in the 
Moya aſcribing hoſannas to him as the:Son.of Da- 
vid, :tremble at the thought of your preſent 1 
and Iuture proſpects ! Though band join in hand 
the wicked and impenitent, his incorrigible enemies, 
hall not be unpuniſhed; and though their ſentence 
thauld not be ſpeedily exechted, let not their heart 
be ſet in them to do evil. „ Surely it ſhall be welt 
. with chem that fear God, who fear before him; 
FH: but it ſhall not be well with the wicked, neither 
he _ «ſhall he prolong his days, which are as a ſhadow; 
5 © becauſe he feareth not before God. To the 
dee e and mens ok the earth, whe: or 


— 


J. viii. IT. 12. * 
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ener, and take counſel together again the 
-Lord; and againſt his Meſſiah, will he one day ap. 
pear terrible, as well as to the profane and irreligious 
Tabble. “ He that Gitteth in the heavens ſhall lang“ 

at all their unavailing efforts to oppoſe him: ©« The 
Lord ſhall have them in derifion. Then ſhall he 
4 ſpeak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in 


«his ſore diſpleaſure *” How will the haughty ſons 


of pride, who think they have a right to demand im- - | 
plicit obedience from their inferiors and dependants, 


and to puniſh all contempt of their perſon and au- 


_ thority with the utmoſt marks vf their diſpleaſure, 
ſtand then before the moſt high God? What dread 
and horror muſt ſeize them when ſiſted before his 
' tribunal who is no reſpecter of perſons, and in whoſe 


preſence all earthly honours and diſtinctions are abo- 


liſhed, to account for their contempt of his ſovereign 


authority, and violations of his righteous law ! Then 


hall they find, that Almighty power and ſovereign _ 3 


Majeſty belong to God, and that he will not ſacri- 


fice the claims of truth and juſtice, holineſs and ve- 
racity, for the ſake of thoſe who now reject the over- 
tures of his mercy, and deſpiſe the Author and the:- 
means of ſalvation, though they ſhonld be found 8 
mong the great, the honourable, and the mighty po- 5 
tentates of the earth. He is and will be God, while Fi 
they who ſubmit not tothe ſceptre of his grace fhall, 
like a potter's veſſel, be daſhed to pieces by the iron 
rod of his juſtice. Such may we addreſs, in the 
words of the Apoſtle reverſed, If God be againit 
© you, who, or what can be for you.“ Will their aſſo. 
ciates in TH ſinful courſes, and abettors in their wo 


* Pal. 4. + Pal. ii. 9. 
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1 Infidel principles,” comfort ſuch in a. dying our? 
Will their. wealth, honoure, and preferments in the 
= world, profit them in the dap of wrath? Will the re- 
= collection of theſe things. give them confidence- as: | 
"© God's enlightened bar, where they muſt ſoon appear. a | 
do render an impartial account ↄf the deeds done in 
de body? Beyond expreſſion the very reverſe will. 
1 Aaoubtleſs be the caſe — The haughty monarch of Ba- 
1 n is brought, by his own. experience, to {et ſuch | 
an example well worthy of their imitation, and ſug- 
geſt 2 caveat which merits: their regard, and to which 
they will, one time or other, be forced to ſubſcribe: 
. Now I praiſe, and extol, and honour the King.of 
cc heaven, all whoſe: works are truth, and his ways 
6x judgment: and thoſe that walk i in 5 5 he is able 
46 to abaſe % Would ſuch. but become timeouſly. 
Vile, and fly for refuge to the hope ſet before them: 
becauſe ſtern juſtice | will ſoon the place of {lighted ' 
mercy, and maintain her triumph for ever. Such, 
with all that truſt in-uncertain riches, does the A- 
Poſtie James addreſs, in language at once awful and 
expreſſive, „Go to now, ye rich men, -weep and 
4 howl for your miſeries that ſhall come upon you. 
« Your. riches are corrupted, and your garments are 
20 moth- eaten. Tour gold and filver is aer, 
« and the ruſt of them ſhall be'a witneſs againſt you, 
40 and ſhail eat your fleſh as it were firen ye have 
= * heaped treaſure together for the laſt days. Ye have 
4 lived in pleaſure on the earth, and been wanton. 
4 ye have nne your eng as in a 3285 of en 
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"Ms ye the word of the Lord, by his Prophet, al 6 
1 deſpiſers of Jeſus and his ſalvation—ye ſinners of 1 ; 
every claſs and deſcription, 'which, if mercy and re- 
e prevent not, ſnall ere long be accompliſhed | 
in your own experience: * Becauſe when I called, e 
«did not anſwer; when I ſpake, ye did not hear, 
« but did evil beſbre: mine eyes, and did chooſe that 
herein I delighted not. Therefore thus faith the' _ 
66 Lord God, Behold, my ſervants ſhall eat, but ye ſhall _ 
ec be hungry: behold, my ſervants ſhall drink, but E = 
c ſhall be thirſty : behold, my ſervants ſhall rejoice,”  # 
c but ye ſhall be aſhamed: behold, my ſervants hal 
'« ſing for joy of heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſofrow of 
heart, and ſhall how! for vexation of ſpirit. And 
eye ſhall leave your name for a curſe; for the Lord - 
, «© God-ſhall:ſlay you ®,” Here you have contraſted: i 
-: ths future ſtate and portion of thoſe who love aue? 
ſerre God, and of thoſe who love and ſerve him not; 
and if you believe it not now, nor lay it to heart, the _} 

day of the Bord, which comes as a thief in the night, 
mall affuredly* declare it. That irreverſible ſenteue 
Which he will then pronounce, and by wlüich your 
final ſtate ſhall be unalterably determined, not one of 
the vaſt aſſembled throng ſhall be able to tax with in- : 1 
3 uſtice. The heavens will declare his righteouſfneſs, 
and the moſt malignant of his enemies be forced to 
own the equity of his procedure: „As I live, ſaitn 
« the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and N 
*, tongue ſhall confeſs to God. 0 

Let me intreat and beſeech, in the 1 * 3 
Chriſtian compaſſion, all who now hear me, 3 . 
af thoſe who have hitherto ſought their kk" rod 
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. and. their happineſs here below, as you regard. the 
authority of the great God, the precious blood and 


5 gard your own peace and comfort in time, and your 
eternal felicity beyond it, to fly ſpeedily for refuge to 
+, the hope ſet before you to accept of Jeſus, as made 


$ of God unto you wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 


and redemption; and then to you too, as believing 
on him who is precious to his people, there will be 


*, unto you. Believe in the Lord Jeſus with the 
! in him. Devote your hearts to his love, and 


things, dear to your ſouls, and he will dignify you 
with great honour, and enrich you with the moſt in- 
" eſtimable bleſlings.———May the Lord himfelf herein 

gie you counſel aud underſtanding, and make you: 
iich in. faith, and heirs of theſe honours which ſhall 
or decay, and of chat . 9 ſhall never be 
_—_ moved. ee. 


2 r CER 
# 


* expiring agonies of the ever - bleſſed Jeſus; as you re- ? 


' honour, durable riches and honours; yea, glory, ho- 
nour, and imortal life. Acquaint yourſelves now 
. with God, and be at peace, and good ſhall come 


heart, and be not aſhamed to profeſs your faith and | 


f 


pour lives to his ſerviee, and let him be, abore all 
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FAITHFUL PASTORS THE SALT OF THE EARTH. 


", PREACHED AT THE ORDINATION or THE | 


Riv. Ma JAMES BONNAR, Avcatermucary®: 
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Har the Religion of Jeſis, i in its nature a 
tendency, is, in all reſpects, worthy of a Be- 
ing. of infinite perfection as its Divine Author, none 


will deny, whoſe eyes are not blinded by the god of 


this world. By the works he performs, and the truths - 


he hath ſpoken, God is and may he known, as well: 
as by the judgments he often executes in the courſe - 
of his providence, which verily declare that there is 
2 God who ruleth and judgeth in the earth; for all 


bear evident and indelible ſignatures of their divine 


original. As the ſun is, and indeed can only be ſeen 


by the light himſelf emits; ſo truth divine carries its 


1 own ace along with it, and, when viewed. by 
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the beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, i in whole _ 

+ light alone we can ſee light, cannot fail of reaching 

- conviction to the heart. When we conſider the 

daoctrines, precepts, and examples of Chriſtianity, _ 
which are ſo pure, ſo heavenly and perfect; the 
powerful inducements and liberal ſuccours propo- 
ſed and promiſed therein, and the glorious pro- 
ſpects it preſents to our faith with regard to futuri- 
ty to which no other ſyſtem “ of religion that ever 
co in the world ſo much as pretended; we- 


find ourſelves conſtrained at once to own, that it 
_ derives its origin from heaven, and is admirably cal- 


- culated, through the Divine bleſſing, to qualify and 
prepare ſuch as embrace it in truth and reality, for 
the exalted ſervices, and refined enjoyments of that 
ſublime abode. It muſt be owing to the depravity of 

the heart, and its native diſaffection to the goſpel of 
Chriſt, which is ſtrengthened and confirmed by ſinful 
- courſes, and not to any conſcientious ſcruples about 
its truth and evidence, or incurable defects of under- 
” Randing i in judging of theſe, if a candid and ſerious - 
inquiry into them does not happily terminate in ſuch 
1 conviction. It is well known, that men are al- 
Ways averſe to believe, yea, exceeding defirous to diſ- 
prove whatever muſt, in preſent ircumſtances, mi- 
tate againſt themſelves; and the influence of this 
fn their e of: conduct: is natural and 
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* Her the author woald be e 00 to tact the 
5 ber inſtitution, under which good men were animat- 
ed with the hopes of future. happineſs; yet ſo obſcure 
Were the notices it gave of a future ſtate, compared to 
the more bright and explicit diſcoveries of the goſpel, 
4 that this may be ſaid, with great propriety, to bring life | 
200 n to nd 2 
ä common. ; 


= 


gd 


Tur s SALT: or THE EARTH: 
common While ſuch; as have made it their intereſt 


chat Chriſtianity ſhould be a cunningly deviſed fable, 


" reſiſt its-facred: light, reject its venerable authority, 
and affect to deſpiſe thoſe who profeſs to believe 
and regard it, either as weak, ſilly, enthuſraſtic crea- 


tures, or as ſo many baſe hypocrites and diſſemblers; 


let us, inſtead of being hereby tempted to give up 


our profeſſion, or to return ſuch railing with railing, 5 
aw it as our ardent wiſh.and frequent prayer, that 
God would yet, by his grace, bring ſuch unreaſon- 


able men to believe and acknowledge the truth, that 


"this unworthy TY may not prove their i irretriev- | 
| able 8 "Io 
Does the goſpel of Chriſt, which brings 1 as e 
dings of great joy to the ears of men, confer the moſt 
precious and ennobling privileges on ſuch as in truth 
believe it, and ſtudy, through the aids of divine grace, 
to walk in all its commandments and ordinances 
blameleſs ? Does it afford the moſt firm and ſtable 
baſis for our hopes, and preſent the moſt glorious 
and extenſive proſpects? Are the privileges, the ſe““ 
curities, and the proſpects which a preſent world 
can proffer to its votaries, compared to theſe, tranſi. 
ent and unſubſtantial as the fleeting ſhadow ? Might 
it not then be reaſonably expected, that they wf 
profeſs and enjoy a religion ſo precious in its nature, 
and intereſting in its conſequences, would be exam- 
plary for the amiableneſs of their. tempers and diſpo- 
_*Gtions, and the purity of their morals; for the moſt _ 3 
unfeigned love and piety towards God, and difinte= -:. 
reſted benevolence towards men? Such indeed will © 4 
ever prove its invariable effects, when properly un- 


derſtood and duly embraced. When the profeſſors, 
your more re eſpecially the public es of our moſt 
; | | "oy 
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| holy religion, are. careful to be its ſpirit, and ex 
emplify its doctrines in their temper and practice, 
the moſt ſalutary conſequences will thence accrue to- PE 
- themſelves and. others. Hereby. they attain peace. 
and joy in believing, as. the ſure. pledge and earneſt. 
ol future felicity, and become real bleſſings to ſocie- 
ty, whoſe beſt intereſts are promoted by their Chriſti- 
an example and pious labours.. 
But ſhould ſuch, on the contrary, remain ſtrangers: 
to the life and power of godlineſs; or, by their pre- 
_ railing. temper and practice, openly contradict their 
facred profeſſion, will not this natively tend to hinder: 
the progreſs of the goſpel, to confirm its enemies, 
whether avowed or covert, in their groundleſs preju- 
=_ - dices againſt it tend. to expoſe themſelves to deſer- 
ved contempt from God and man, and to the final 
| and fearful doom of hypocrites and unbelievers ? All. 
this is evidently implied in the ſubject choſen for our 
inſtruction on the preſent important occaſion, when 
taken in connexion with the latter clauſe of. the verſe: 
Le are the ſalt of the earth; but if the ſalt have loſt. 
0 his ſavour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted? it is thence. _ 
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«forth good for nothing, but to be caſt out, and to- of 

_ Whe troden under foot of men.” Theſe words are a- tei 

15 part of our Lord's memorable ſermon on the mount, ma 

in which he deſcribes the Chriſtian temper and cha- ink 

racter in a variety of particulars, annexing to each a cov 

| promiſe of happineſs. ſuited thereto; and recommends. - | pire 

and enjoins ſeveral duties upon his diſciples and. befc 

. followers; and alſo vindicates the divine law from bec⸗ 

-  - the falſe gloſſes and perverſe interpretations of the | inde 
11 Jewiſh doctors, by which, and their own vain tradi -t out 
. 3 ; ere it was made, in a manner, of none effect as to 9 of tl 


. 1 * 9 on the heart and life. He. 
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upon that unalterable rule of righteouſneſs, in which 
he explains and enforces its ſpirituality, obligation, 


and extent. Though that part of it to which our at- 
tention is now conſined, may with propriety be ap- 
plied to all Chriſtians who deſerve that name; yet 
does it more immediately belong 40 our Lord's Apo- 0 


ſtles, and to the miniſters of the goſpel in every age, 
who are called by their oſſice to be the teachers and 


guides of others. How juſtly theſe firſt preachers of 
Chriſtianity merit the character our Lord here gives 
them, of the /alt of the earth, appears from the writ- 


ings. of the New Teſtament, particularly from the 
book of Acts, where we have a ſuccin& account of 
their numerous, painful, and aſſiduous labours, with 
the many precious fruits that reſulted from them, 
through the concurring influence of Heaven. By their 
means the word of God had free courſe and was glo- 
rified. Soon was the banner of the victorious croſs 
_ diſplayed, and the name of Jeſus made known, where 
the Roman eagle never flew, and where the Roman 


name was ſcarce heard of. By the inſtrumentality 
of theſe ſew illiterate fiſhermen of Gallilee, the ex- 


tent of Meſſiah's kingdom was, in the courſe of not 
many years, ſo enlarged, and the number of his will- 


ing ſubjects ſo increaſed, that no earthly monarch - 
could ever boaſt of ſubjects ſo numerous,—of an em- 
pire ſo extenſive. Thus, while the prophets that were 
before them were the ſalt of the land of Canaan, they 
became, as in the text, 2h ſalt of the earth, in a ſenſe 
indeed peculiar to themſelves; for their line went 
- out through all the earth, and their words to the end 
of the world; — became the mean of diffuſing the pre- 
cious, the animating beams of divine truth to the 
he”: TE ESA "moſt | 


r | 
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| the ſame time favours us with an excellent comment 
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moſt diſtant and remote nations, and of battle vaſt: 
numbers among them from darkneſs ta. light, and 
from the power of ſin and Satan to the knowledge 
And ſervice of the One true Gop. As our Lord's in- 
junction to his Apoſtles after his reſurrection, © Go- 
408 and teach all nations,” with the promiſe annexed 
\ thereto, and lo, Iam with you alway, even unto 
« the end of. the world,” is juſtly expounded, as like- 


wiſe; in effect, addreſſed to all whom he calls to ſu6-- 8 

; . ceed them in that ſacred-office to the end of time, in ti 
 _ which latitude the very mode of expreſſion teaches "1M 
Aàs to take it: So we are in like manner to conſider Mt 
=. the figurative language in our text as applicable to all, Ko 
mn every age, who are called by office to preach the goſ- | 


pel of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſignificantly expreſſive of their 
character when found herein faithful. In this view th 


ſi is meant to conſider it in the farther proſecution 1 
3 1 rl of the ſubject, i in which I ſhall Py amo ol * 
= | vine di ilaſtrate oa ts, N 1 12 

wl 


2k "Trs/Cliaratter bere giren to the faithful IM | For 
1 of Chriſt ; they are, ſays our text, the ſalt of od 13 
nd. ch e Ony nee . 44 7 'F AS. 


=» bes, ee of theſe uſed Fs our Lord; (56 4 ſiec 
a5 wer borrowed from an article in common life, the na- 98 
1 45 ture and uſe of which are very well known. It is well. 12894 
. A .  -- choſen, and very fitly adapted to repreſent and point | 1 
bout what: they ſhould be in themſelves, and, in virtue Jui 
of their ſacred: function, ſtudy, through the bleſſing- | 4onc 
of God upon their endeavours, to prove to others; of t 
and what they will ever be and prove, according to- | 
the meaſure of grace given them, while they act in FF 
e his faithful ambaſſadors, the W of the 0 0 


* 2 . 
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THE SALT. OF THE EARTH. _ 25x; 
4 


. . od, the ſalt, of the earth, and as ſuch are on- 
ce of him. In this view it is ſuited to the occaſion 
ol our preſent meeting, and . n drt _ 77 
unproſitable. | 
_ ._»Salt, you know, is commonly * for the pepe 31 
of ſeaſoning ſuch things as are otherwiſe unſavoury, © 
and to give them an agreeable reliſhz—and likewiſe 
as an antidote againſt putrefaction, to preſerve ſuch 
"aw as are apt to corrupt and putrefy. In both 
theſe reſpects faithful paſtors may very properly be 


5 ttermed the ſalt of the cartb. They are, by their mini- 

* ſterial labours, a mean and inſtrument in the hand 

F of God to ſeaſon the hearts and lives of men, who |} 
4 are naturally dead in treſpaſſes and fins, the deformi - 
+ | , corruption, and diſeaſe of the ſoul; and, when 
* thus ſeaſoned, to preſerve them from a:total and final 

EE relapſe into the ſame unhappy condition. The doc. 

:. | crines of the goſpel, accompanied by the power (f 

| the Spirit, produce effects ſimilar to theſe of the ſalt - 

I -which:the prophet caſt into the well“, by which its 

8 Former bitterneſs was removed, and a ſweet refreſh- ; 


Jen, ning quality imparted. By theſe the benighted mind 

| is enlightened, and the depraved heart renewed. 
From that poiſoned fountain, thus cured and puri- 

ws. |: ied by the. grace of God, now flow the _— 1 

. en, of Nute love, and n obedience.” Tay: ..-- 


1 EY 4. It may not, however, be improper here 1 to en- 
we: |. quire how the miniſters of the goſpel come to be ſe·- 
ng: ſoned themſelves, - hence they are fitted, as the ſalt 
TS 3+ of al ch alk which retains its TOO Tor W 
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mig others; ; for ſo they are not by nature, or 10 vir- 
ttue of any diligence and application of their own. 
1. This, no doubt, implies, That their own hearts 
are renewed by the grace and Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt. —_ 
This is-efſential to their ſafety and happineſs as Chri- 
ſtians, if not alſo to their ſucceſs as miniſters of the 
goſpel. I preſume not to ſay, whether God may not 
ſometimes employ. thoſe who are yet unconverted 
ö themſelves, as the mean of converting others; for 
herein he is certainly at liberty to act by whom he 
pleaſeth, —once, he fed a prophet by means of ra- 
vens *; yet this much may we aſſert from his own <5 
word, That them who honour him he will honour, 5 
ad they that deſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteemed 43. . | - 
and, like falt that hath loſt its anions, caſt out and = 
left to be troden under foot of men. Without the 3 
renovation of their own. nature, by the grace and 9 
Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, - let their external conduct = 
be ever ſo decent and uniform, the principles, ends, 9 
0 
t 


and motives which actuate them in the miniſtry, muſt i 
be materially wrong and defective; and as ſuch dif= | - 
approved of God, who will at length addreſs them 55 
Who hath required theſe things at your hand. © 

that ye ſhould-preſume- to tread my courts}? 1 
«to officiate at my altar, and take. my covenant || w 

« in your mouth 5“ Whatever talents, natural ors || H 
acquired, ſuch may poſſeſs, if deſtitute of this ſea- er 
ſoning, they are at beſt but ſalt that hath loſt 2 
its favour, which, even allowing it ſhould bé the th 
mean of ſeaſoning others in ſome ſenſe, yet will it= f| w 
| ſelf be-caſt out at length, as uſeleſs, yea noxious,” | th 
and be troden under foot; for the perſon who is | fic 
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TW | : mot kimſelk a real Chriſtian, » will : not de wierd and 
TEE "evi by Jeſus as a faithful miniſter, f in e 
World or in that which is fo come. 215 
But ſuch, on the contrary, as anſwer e 


„ 
, 


e Ad of he .carth, are vicaly anne the | 

By Lord Jeſus, by a true and living faith, through the 

t effectual operation of the Spirit, and of his fulnem 

_n "receive and grace for grace By virtue of this ſi- 

pl ritual unction, they mutually dwell in each other, * Ty | 

3 Tus in them by his grace and Spirit, and they in him 

* 3 the exerciſe of faith and love; whence they are 1 

a enabled to live to the praiſe of his glorious 11 7 1 

"ON ank the honour of his excellent name. ere. 

* by their ſouls become -his living temples, which 

4 he adorns and beautifies with all theſe various 

e- gifts and graces which form the Chriftian agg. 

4 And 2 85 for the proper diſcharge of the miniſterial 

_ + office. Hence the life they now live, in their private 

85 capacity as Chriſtians, is by the faith of the Son of 

T Bodi; and it is not fo much they that live, as Chriſt 

* that liveth in them the hope of glory, and the efficient 

1 } 5 cauſe of their advancing” meetneſs for it. In virtue 

d, of this vital union, and happy change confequent 

2 | thereon, they come to have the fame mind in them- | EY 

nt which was alſo in Jeſus, and are enabled to learn of . 

ox | Rim meekneſs and lowlineſs of heart, ſelf-denial, ant 

as | mortification to the world; virtues indiſpenſable in 9 

oft | the ſacred character, and of the laſt importance „ 

he the faithful diſcharge of the weighty truſt connected by 

it= f| with it. Their own hearts are caſt in the mould f 

as, || that goſpel which they preach to others, the en | 2» 

is || fon of which they receive as wax: from the feal. 3 7% 
: Their Experience of the wa of God upon their owe: + 

1 | ak © John 16, + Gal. i. 20. „ 

not N 9 en 1 1. 5 — Tal 


* Fouls, - in its various oper erations . 1 OT 


gay %. a +, 


8 cel own hearts, Sin, Satan, and the world have 
loſt the dominion there, and in rheir place a new 0 


Kingdom is erected, which js not 'in word—in mere 


n 


5 in the heart, ſo the powers thereof che underſtand- 
ing, will, and affections, are the proper ſubjects over 


part nor jot in him. In proportion to the power and 


ag. Cor, i iv. 20. 11 Rom. xiv. 17. 5 Mat. vi. . 
9. 


A 8 


7 
5 WT : 
1 888 

8 22 a 2 3 
2 wa 
= — 


of the. workings of the old man, the body of ſin and. 
_ death, fits them. for ſpeaking a word in ſeaſon to o- 
thers,— for direQing and comforting the people 'of 
Sed! in their different caſes and circumſtances. As _ 
© they believe, and in part have, felt, ſo they ſpeak and po 
© take ; knowledge of them that they have Neen 


= . notions: or external” forms ; but in pow. 


even in the, commanding influence of the 3 
5 Hime truths and great' principles of religion on their 
| tem pers and lives. This kingdom of God is not meat 5 
and drink, but righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in 
= Holy Ghoſt +; to ſeek which, and his righteouſ- = 
els according to our Lord's admonition 4, is their 
chief and prineipal c care. As, God erects his throne _ | 


dich he ſwiys the ſceptre of his grace; For till theſe | 
=_ are devoted to his love and ſervice, we have neither 


1 * 5 Inßzuence of religion on the heart, will be the health, : 
5 vigour, ; and beauty of the ſoyl, and their native e- 
= --. reſhons i in the external conduct. Theſe are the ge- 
=: 15 nuine fruits of 2 true knowledge of Chriſt, and the ; 
lively] heart-felt experience of his grace. Hereby they 
ate invigorated and ſtrengthened for the diſcharge of 
= 5 the. duties of the Chriſtian life and miniſterial func-- 
1 | 7 wr united to God, and reſtored to the poſſeſſion of 
3 ; 3 - themlelyes; and ſo acquire a dignity which will com- 
b 2 34 + reverence from even the wicked themſelves. : 3 0 
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2. Nl befides. bays thus Keel by the beer, . I Y 


5 tink Spirit of God, which is indeed the firſt and moſt 
eſſential qualification in a miniſter of the oſpel, in 
order to his being faithful and uſeful, or, in the . 
_ guage of our text, in order to his becoming he [alt of 


the earth, he muſt be likewiſe ſeaſoned, as ſalt which 


5 retains its ſavour, with the knowledge of the preci- 


ous doctrines of Chriſtianity. I confider this as con- 


ſequential of the former ; for though, in the caſe of. 
Private Chriſtians, a diſcovery of Chriſt, and ſome 
> degree of divine knowledge, muſt precede a cordial- 
reception of him as exhibited in the goſpel;" yet that 


oo 
« 
1 


I 


LE 


acquaintance with the truths and doctrines of rei- 


gion, which qualifies for the office of a public tesch⸗ 3 | 


er thereof, and is indiſpenſably neceffary to the pro- 


ceaſed i in the church, a competent meaſure of hu- 
man literature, or an acquaintance with the-learned _ 
languages, particularly theſe in which the ſeriptures 


es of human ſcience, hath, among almoſt all deno 


5 


nations of Chriſtians; been deemed a neceſſary qua- 5 
lifieation in thoſe who are veſted with the facred of» 


755 fice, in order to diſcharge it with Honour to chem: 


ſdelres and benefit to R 1 


* % 


Though p olite literature is far Voz 8 


dag needfal in 3980 yet is it not by wy means to 
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per diſcharge of it, ſhould ever proceed from, and be pw 
_ - grafted! upon that faith which works by love and pu- 
© _ rifigs the heart. To pretend to devote ourſelves to 
the work of the miniſtry before we have yielded 'the | 
15 government of the heart to God, or devoted our lives 
do his en and a 8 ow rd and 1 885870 
5  Rerous! 2 . . 
Since the extraordinary gik 1 th Spirit W 1 


Were originally written, and with the different branch- 3 4 


: eg] dz nor will it indeed be deſpiſe d b any 
- but theſe who: know not what it is. When hy 1s 
” | - "purſued with a view to expand the 


nes our ideas of the works and ways af v7 
= uſed as an bandmaid to the: ei ad. E 5 1 


= -:erudition e not. ;t merely an ornament in a es 

col che ſacred order, but an important qualification, 
. 3 ” OG to others a valuable bleſſing. © This, howeverz, 8 
3 falls not under our preſent conſideration. 13 


©; of God alone can make wiſe unto Camo and, 5 N 
5 eye muſt chiefly ſtudy to 1 
into the kingdom off | _ 
* Hearen'*, of in the dodtrines and-conſlitution of ie 1 
goſpel. Says God, by his Dana! The prieſt's. 4 
28 "hoe ſhould keep knowledge namely, the kau w. 
= lege of the divine law and teſtimony, as appears || 
© © from what follows, and they, to- wit, the-people,, x: 
1 _ * ſhould ſeek. the lau at his mouth; for he is the |} 
3 of the Lord of hoſts f.“ How can ther, 
2 s chis without danger of being miſled, unleſs be! . 
1 5 2 in that law himſelf? and, indeed, this is-eyvis || 
5 oſed in their obligation to conſult 1 . 
id plainly expreſſed in the foregoing verſe, as a leads © 5 
ing part of his character The law of truth was in 
mouth As the heart, with its various pro- 
 penGons, mult be ſeaſoned by the renewing and fane= 
_. tifying, grace of the Holy Spirit; ſo the mind muſt 
e likewiſe; in ſome good, meaſure, enlightened b 
Bis illuminating influence, or his diſcoveries of Chriſt 
in his word, we e e 1 
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1 * e They are, therefore, taught af God 
33 themſelves*, have an unction from the Holy One, 5 
5 which qhey know every thing neceſſary to falva- 1 3 
tion, and are endowed with that wiſdom Which is 3 
5 ftom abone 4, and is ſo pure and peaceable in its na- 7 A 
5 5 ture, and ſo precious and intereſting in its: effects, 


Jꝗ0ie all: this add, an aptneſs and diſpoſition to com 
| municate to others what. they. themſelves: know and 1 


| have: been taught, as above. Thus they become, as 1 ; 
the ſcriptures expreſs it, poliſhed. ſhafts in his quiver, _ 9 

HE  feribes well inſtructed into his kingdom, ſtewards of 
ifs me manifold- myſteries of God, workmen that as” 1 
N not be aſhamed, rightly dividing: the word of truth, ©} 
„ aud paſtors according to his own heurt, to feed his I 
people wich knowledge and found underſtandingy/and+. | 
I able to ſay; in- their public miniſtrations, with the 
Pe . Apoſtle, on a certain occaſion, What we have re. 
. _ " & ceived of che Lord Jeſus; that deliver we unto you 
Tui knowledge of God and divine things bebe - OY 
' eee by all who turn their vie ws to 
1 y miniſtry, in the diligent ſtudy of the ace k! 8 
I fac nich d were to make en "I 9 
PLN : - iſhed to benen. eee alſo by noſis) >: 
5 tion and prayer: - Andiof what is ſo acquired, Ro .: "on 
tt” | the Divine on theſe means, it may be fad.. 
as of faich, „ It puriſies the heart, and works b'ỹßße 
love“ and humility, in oppoftten to the Ipeculs. 
dies notions of unrenewed men, which ueber, GY 1 
7 [through the innate eee the heart, to puff up . 1 1 
. eee elf-co an tech- 3 


1 65 * n 46. . 1 its 25% 45 late. 5. For! 1 | 
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more racy Sie wlMters of the udp — er 


bpect, and ſhould feek after, does by no means ſuper- 


ſede the diligent uſe of the ordinary helps of which 
- Nee ſhould avail themſelves, as ſome fanatics would 
pretend; but then it may be affirmed, that all the 
| helps in the world, without the teaching of the Ho- 


th Spirit, will not qualify a perſon for preaching the ' 
_ . goſpel, with the approbation of God, to the edifica- 
tion of others, and the ſalvation of his own ſoul; for 
without this, even admitting he ſtiould preach it in 
its native purity and ſimplicity, yet would he himſelf 


de caſt away at length, as ſalt that hath loſt its ſa- 


your and become inſipid. Though it is not the 


3 province of man but of God to ſearch and try the 
hearts of others, and theif ſecret ſprings of action, 
any farther than theſe manifeſt themſelves in their 
F | outward conduct, yet are chureh-officers ſacredix 
bound to examine into the knowledge, 5 
ſoundneſs in the faith, of candidates for the mini- 


ſtry, that through favour or partiality, they may _ 
| hands ſuddenly on no man, as they would not chuſs to 


becom e partakers of other men's ſins, and ſharers at 


"length i in their plagues. —In all things be it the ſtudyx 
of Wiſdom's profeſſed children to ene, Mee 


Obtain her fanction and approbation- a: 


Bei eing "thus ſeaſoned themſelves by the grace of . 
God, and the knowledge of the truth as it is in Je- 
1, through the illumination of the Spirit, two things: 
been ere as prerequiſites for the” pro. 
per diſcharge of the facred office, _ are mn as. 
"the falt of the earth, to become 
Sod's hand for feaſoning others. *'To: this great as 
they are made ſubſervient three ways; namely, b 


declaring faithfully to others what they themſelves; | 
5 Jane ns — . S the We. 1 


* . 
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temper and deportment, life and converſation, and 


5 dy accompanying both with their frequent requeſts 
Ry and fupplications to God, · for that bleſſing which _ 


alone can render | theſe effect ual for the ae 
of thoſe that hear them. 


3. Under the ſolemn character of Miniſters of fs 


Chrit, and with a profeſſed regard to his ſervice and 


peak any thing in his name but what they verily be- 
eve to be ſanctioned by his word. The ſcriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament being the grand re- 
| poſitory, and the complete ſyſtem of divine truth, to 
. which nothing can be added, and from which no- 
. - thing: can be taken with impunity, to Wa ds 
TE. inculcate- theſe, will be the pleaſure, the chief 


ean bear, them witneſs in the fight of God, that the) 


* the truth, among thoſe committed to their care; and | 
b that it is their earneſt and frequent requeſt, to be en- 
t a abled by Divine grace always ſo to do. They are 
F not like many, who⁰ corrupt the word of God by n 
L Falſe, though ingenious gloſſes, by which they ungole 
"8 upon the ignorant and 0 or handle it deceit- 
5 ene xefling or diſguifing their own feal 
- | + ſeryiments, or theſe erachs of ſcripture. which would 


render them unacceptable to the faſhionable, polite, . 
"$7 and deprayed part of mankind; < but as of ſincerity, 7 
8 |” 7 ee hut as of God, i in the ſight of God, ſpeak they 1 in | "1 ; 


n -—« Chriſt, teaching and exhorting men to obſerve alt 
& 1 0 eee whatſoever he hath commanded them: bo: 
Well knowing, that every attempt t. to diſguiſe or ſof- 
en IRE: 2 or en ve Be goſpel, i in order 


x : 5 . f | 2 
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the eternal intereſts of precious ſouls, they dare not py 


eCare, and buſineſs of their lives. Their conſcience : 


defire and: intend to ſpeak the truth, and nothing bt 
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© they teach and inculcate- upon others, i in their own 197 . 
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_ difingenious.- and- unfaithful. conduct. What they 
have received fro 


deavour to· declare unto others, as he gives them time 
opportunity, ſpeaking the truth in love, and ap- 


IR knowing delivering nothing to which they can- 


| ſpeak- a word in ſeaſon to the different Da 
Gharacters to e ene he 


„ 1 | and fog . 1 2 


e ern and earneſt prayer. Mhether they beſcech men 
1% 5 by the tender mercies of God, or warn them by his 
terrors, from the warmeſt, eraotions. of love and ten- 
> derneſs for their precious ſouls, both alike proceed. 
| * Wills ee Maſter, they would not.break - 
the bruiſed: reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax, a 
are careful not to daub with untempered mo 
$ To Hs i fl "the Prophet expreſſes it, ſaying, Peace; peace; ben 
chere is no peace, and ſewing pillows to all arm-holes, 
thus oothing and flattering men in their vices 5 or, 
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unbelieving world, either to 3 avoid the diſpleaſure, or- © 
Th ocean favour wo Ge e e wand: 
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om the Lord, through the 9 
of the Spirit by the word, that do they wiſn and en- 


£ 4 17.55 themſelves to every man's conſcience, as in 
3 1 tte ſight of God, by a faithful manifeſtation a 


an, Thur ſaith tbe Lord, Te be died to 


rie and doubts, will. ba their e 
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9 beer we lifeleſs Gee of godlineſy e „ 
FF cometh the ambaſſadors of the Prince of Peace, they 
- 1 to adhere ſtrictly to their commiſſion and 1 in 

5 45 ſtructions, by the faithful delivery of their meſſage, 
FP And à fincere,. conſcientious: dealing with the ſouls 
3 committed to their truſt, by admonitions, rebukes, 

8 and exhortations, as occaſion. may require, warning, 
[55 beſeeching, and-intreating: men to be reconciled to 
- God, and perſevere in his ways; well knowing that * 

„„ when the at Lord, of the vineyard, and Maſter 
„ of the houſehold ſhall appear, they muſt render him a 
5 ſtrick account of their ſtewardſtip: Bearing this i in 

_ 13 they dare not amuſe their people with: truths © 
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5 of a merely fpeculative, unintereſtiug nature, and vl . 5 1 


| | ill leſs wich ſubjects of opinion or doubtful di 
þ ; 2 tation, and dry cxiticiſm which adminiſter not to 
mda uſe of edifying; all which might be received 


N do their beſt intereſts; but ſpeak the ſacred truths 


% * 


„ 1 the goſpel, which are of the utmoſt i importance to # 


de welfare of immortal fouls both in time and eter- 
| nity. Knowing the wrath of man worketh not he 
|| ahteouſneſg of God, that his intemperate zeal with 


' || out knowledge cannot tend to the honour, or fur. 


* |. therance of che goſpel, they are careful, as the fer- 
- || rants of the Lord, not to ſtrive, © but to be gentle 
uno all men, apt to teach, 6c ſpeaking the truth 
- [| #*in love,” « patient; in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe” 
chat oppoſe themſelves; if God peradrenture wall 
+ || © give them-repentance to the acknowledging of the 
"HY et truth :“ Both their doctrines and practice ad 

d rep ſent and Tein e of en * 


5 ki without real advantage, or rejected without 1 7 wh ff is 
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the world, as. equally remote from the 6510 lifeleſs, - . 
En ſervices of the formal moraliſt * legal 8 
25 in which the heart is little or nothin g inte- 5 

Teſted, and the wild, incoherent, unmeaning reveries 2 

©. of the rapturous enthuſiaſt; tend to repreſent and re- 5 

dcommeéndd it as à rational ſervice, and ſubſtantial bleſ-= | - 


Ang, a heavenly fire kindled in the ſoul by God him- 
ſelf, and often raiſed, by the animating breath of his =) 
Spirit, into a pure and ardent flame; and a well of | 1 
e in the heart ſpringing up into everlaſting life *. | 
1 How much the faithful diſcharge of this 1 import- 
F © ; - tant part of their duty tends, through the bleſſing os. - ; 
the Moſt High, to reform the world, and promote 1 
3 . 1 py the love and practice of univerſal piety and righte= FF _ 
E * ouſneſs,” the hiſtory of the Church of God in Ä 1 ; 
$a age can atteſt ; - and theſe} parts of the world which | | 3 


85 1 are yet deſtitute of this ineſtimable privilege afford © 


ant too melancholy a proof of it. It is dy ine the. _ 7 
- . deems the foolifhneſs of preaching, that God 
2B 2 "  faves'them who believe. This is the ſword: of the 
Spirit by which he puts to flight the armies of the | 1 
aliens, and diveſts the ſtrong man of his armour and 
prey; the rod of his ſtrength, by which ſinners ae 5 fa 
made willing i in the day of his power; yea, his very | 
"power and wiſdom to falvation.” As this is the TOUS 
ſecrate and catholic mean of reclaiming ſinners from 
3 „5 "HE error and evil of their way, and building them "2 
Ap in the faith, hope, holineſs, and comfort of the | _..: 
; goſpel to eternal He; ſo, even ſuch as refuſe to be 
converted and healed thereby, and to whom it will 
== conſequently prove the'favour of 1 piritual death unto - | 
Xx ed 10 re are, notwithſtanding, in general fo tor 1 
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f 4 | 1 - nanght upon by it, if they attend nc its ſtated. 
- - adminiſtration, as. to be kept from running into the 
FF fame exceſs of riot with others, and to which they 


| 74 £ might otherwiſe run. 7 The great truths of the Chri- 
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| ftian ſyſtem prove quick, powerful, and penetrating, 


like ſalt, pricking and inſinuating itſelf into the hearts 
and conſciences of men, have a purifying, reforming, 


and preſerving efficacy, when underſtood and em- 


braced in faith and love, and tend to ſeaſon the heart, 
and to make the converſation ſavoury. Hence we 
5 read of the ſavour of the knowledge of Chriſt, a ſa- 
_ -vour without which all other learning is inſipid and 
ineffectual *. As ſalt ſerves to render unſavoury ſub⸗ 

ſtances grateful and reliſhing to the palate, and to 
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tiful connexion, are "the appointed mean, where thus 
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them, and laying reſtraints upon their irregular ap- 


faithful, . be e as. in the text, The Salt 7 2 
8 

4. It was farther Mira. That Us character 

8 1 es likewiſe given to ſuch on account of the ho- 

bneſs and purity of their lives, in which the doc- 

trines and precepts of Chriſtianity are exemplified, 

or reduced to practice. Perſonal religion, and a vir- 

tous. deportment, is a neceſſary, an indiſpenſable 
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petites and paſſions, whence thoſe who herein are 
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preſerve others from putrefying; ſo the doctrines of 
the goſpel, declared in their native ſimplicity and beau- 
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enjoyed, of making bad men good, and improving n 
ſuch i in all Chriſtian graces and virtues, and alſo BE NE. 
preventing even the worſt from becoming ſtill moe 
vile and deteſtable, by arming conſcience againſt , 5 
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; | on Fe ER wg character of thoſe who dif. 
| penſe them; yet are we authoriſed from ſeriprure 9! | 
ay; that wicked irreligious miniſters run unſent, and. 
2 cannot be expected to proſper, but to de- 
rive a curſe inſtead of 2 blefling upon their labours. 
Dean we ſuppoſe fuch will have a concern for the glo- 
Wt „ and the ſalvatiom af others, or be at any . 
X 1 pains to promote theſe, who' never yet felt any _ 
"Ib proper” concern, and are at no due pains ts ſecure 
| 80 falvation of theit own ſouls? The Apoſtle de- 
 {figns Timothy a man of God, and ſuch he indeed 
was by profeſſion, as a Chriſtian; but more elpecial- . 
hi in virtue of his facred office, as'a miniſter of the 
Seipel? *, 'If this deſignation is allowed to import 
: cipation of his grace and Spirit, devotedneſs 
to his ſervice, zeal for his honour, conformity to his 
Sage, and admiſſion into communion and fellowſhip 
E was bim, all which it ſeems evidently to imply; 
; mak Ry * en, 3 in this reſpect, ordinary miniſters are all ſacred- 
N "I bound to'be men of God. Such, however; they 
cannot be, and yet live without God in the world, 
| itabibing i its maxims, imitating its cuſtoms, and walk- 
, Ing i in its ways. Such they cannot be, and yet have 
their affections earthly, ſenſual, and diabotical, ſcek- 
ing the things that are their own—their gain; their 
pleaſure, and their h honour, each one from his quar- 
9 ter; and not the things which are Chriſt” g—what 
males for his  glery and the ge is of his Chur h. L. 
vm 7 be | ſelves be clean and — kom all fkkinehvof 
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e God. For 1 are yet the flaves of e 


and under the domineering ſway of unbridled appe- 
Fe tites and paſſions, the ſalt of the earth, and the light 
oc che world, are epithets. by far too honourable. 
| Theſe whom our Lord ſo deſigns, and who are en-. 
23 bled by his grace to maintain a correſponding pra- 
zee, (are of the circumciſion, that worſhip God in 
„ che Spirit, rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have ne 
Ic confidence in the fleſh.” They turn thetr thoughts 
cp, and at length engage in the work of the miniſtry, 
* not ſceking their own profit, but the profit af many, 
that they may be ſaved; and take the overſight of 
- *the-flock, © not for filthy tucre, but of a ready mind*.” 3 
Animated by the ſame noble ends and motives which * 
Krſt-induced- their choice, they are enabled to be vi- 
gorous and active, diligent. and unwearied in their 
Divine Maſter's ſervice, counting nothing too great 
to do or te ſuffer. for his 8 in as much as thay. 
Ana that their laboury and ſufferings ſhall not bi = 
Vain in the Lord. They are [not of thoſe who Wn 
And do not, who bind heavy burdens for other men's 
 _ ſhoulders, while themſelves ſcarce touch them with 
dne of their fingers. So far is this from being the 
cafe; that it is their deep concern and frequent re- 
| queſt: to God; to be enabled by his good Spirit to 
maintain a conſiſtency of conduct, that their life anld 
| Adoctrine may harmonize, and mutually illuſtrate eck 
at || other. They will not attempt to pluck the mote out 
1 of their brother's eye before the beam is caſt out of. 4-18 
' their own. They not only point out the way to 
eternal life by the doctrines they preach, but, 26 — 
1. en * conduct their people to aud * 
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=7 by Wes examplary deportment, b wall 1 in 
au God's commandments and ordinances vices al 92 
uus can they ſay, in their meafure, with the Apoſtle, 
4 Be ye followers of us, as we are of Chriſt,” They 
take heed to themſelves as well as to their doArine, ; 
= thatin all things they may ſhew themſelves patterns 
of good works, and be an example of the believers 
in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
_ - Ir purity, that thoſe who hear them illuſtrating the 
native influence of the doQtrines of the goſpel, in 
=. promoting Holineſs of heart and life, and recommend- 
ning the obſervance of religious and moral duties from 
|. - the motives propoſed therein, may never find juſt oc- 
cCeaſion to retort, « Phyfician, heal thyſelf.” They. 
are not of thoſe who can appear at times warm and 5 
zealous in recommending piety towards God in all 
its branches; while, notwithſtanding, if you follow) 
them to the family and cloſet, there ſcarce the very 
is to be found. Their cloſet is an orgtory, and 
"heir family a little ſanctuary, where an altar is erect- 
ed for the Lord of hoſts, whence the inſence of Pray- 
er and praiſe daily aſcend. In this reſpect, the re- 
=. penny of pious Joſhua is alſo theirs, Whatever 
c thers do, as for me and my houſe, We will ſerve - 
_ che Lord.” The voice of Joy, and ſacred melody 
z heard in their dwelling ; and che - homage of the 
© Knee, and tribute of the heart await God in their ha- 
bitation. What they appear when officiating at the 
Altar, do they ſtudy to be, through the aids of Divine . 
= grace, when retired from the world, yea, even. when | -: 
| | no eye but that of the Omniſcient is upon them. It "0 
| (Eco rior trade endure in all things 9 
As ſeeing him who is inviſible, to ſet him ever before 1 
1 7 85 Wü witneſs and Judge, en r 
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ways to acknowledge him. Religion with chem is 
ſuch a leaven as leavens the whole man, and ink. 
nuates itſelf into their temper and cond uct— their 
| thoughts, words, and actions. The goſpel of the 
—— grace of God teacheth them - effectually to deny all 
— | ungodlineſs and- worldly. luſts; and not only ſo, but- 
' alſo to live ſoberly, by the practice of all the virtues 
of temperance- and moderation; righteouſly, by the 
| obſervance of all the duties of juſtice and equity in 
their carriage in civil life z and-godly, by an uniform 
and ſteady regard to all the offices of piety and de. 
votion which have God, for their immediate object. 
FHereby they are taught, as the Prophet expreſſes it, 
5 To do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
II * with their God; endeavouring, by an uprigbt, i 
= | . watchful, circumſpect, and pious conduct, to main- 
| tain upon their own minds 4 lively ſenſe of their in- 
E ttereſt in his love. True religion, as embraced in its 5 
PEE 5 Ufe and power, will thus promote in miniſters a 
dus and examplary deportment.- They are--taught® © 
and diſpoſed of God, to maintain good works, and 
abound in theſe fruits of faith. and love which are 9 "I þ 
to his glory. With all that humility. and ſelf-denial,, 
- | which are eſſential to and ornamental of their cha- 
racter, like a city built on a hill they cannot be hid. 
Does Chriſt make them burning and ſhining lights? 
it is in order to de placed in a conſpicuous ſtationn, 
that their light ſhining, before men, and good works 
ſieen by them, may induce them to glotify their Fa= 
ther in heaven, and acknowledge that he is with them | 
of a truth. If by their converſation, as well as-doc- 
ttine, they hold forth the word of life, and practiſe 5 
vubhat they preach; if they poſſeſs the graces and vir= _ 
1 0 * eee and inculcate upon others; 8 
1 | 1% 8 | 2 2 | 5 are 
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are ; affable: + See Kind mt Wa 
grave and ſober, without verging towards a ſullen 
moroſity; and maintain the dignity of - their ſacred - 
character, without deſcending! to fuch levities on any 
oecaſion, or even innocent freedoms, as are found 
incompatible there with; in fine, if they are indeed 
|  - blamelefs and harmleſs, the ſons of God without re- 
duke, ſhining as lights in the world, while the law - 
of truth is in their mouth, and no iniquity found in 
their lips; may it not be expected that God will ow. 
and honour them as His ſervants; while others are 
engaged, by their amiable: example, to become fol- 
' lowers of them, even as they are of "Chriſt ? A be- 
Haviour correſponding to theſe graces, which are the 
fruits of the Spirit, and the effe& of his gracioits. 
- , "operation on the ſou}; ſuch as meckneſs and gentle- 
neſs, charity and compaſſion, candour and modera- 0 |}: 
dien, patience and forbearance; modeſty and humili- 
A 5 35 catholic love and benevolence, unfeigned 'piety 
5 : devotion, muſt needs adorn their profeſſion, en- 
"force their inſtructions, give weight to their re- 
4 proofs, ſtop the mouths of calummy and gainfayers, || - 
jj EF  -over-awe and command the reſpect even of the moſt. 5 
| 8 profligate, and fill the hearts of the pious with ſenſi- Eo 
le joy. While their public inſtructions and private 3 
conduct go thus hand in hand, and lend aid to each 
if F 5 N to the intereſts of religion and Chriſtian 
3 - - "morality, how' intereſting the confequences ! Here- 
by, the godly are made glad, and encouraged in 5 
the good ways of the Lord, the mouths of gainſayers 
ſtopped, and the prejudices many are ſo apt to en- = 
tertain againft the doctrines of free grace and impu- * 
ted righteouſneſs, as if they flackened the reins of du- 5 


. _ to a n 0 e Happily! Tk "| WW: 


; , 


: n he the miniſterial l. our . a the Nenn, 
1 of God, cannot fail to. produce fome good effects on 

is 5 all deſcriptions of men. So much is implied i in chat 22 
4 | - expreſſive charafter, which God himſelf gives thoſe 8 
1 in the Jewiſh: prieſtliood that were faithful in the 

diſcharge of their important function: © The lar, 

. of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was noet 
Þ . found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and 
* 4 equity, and did turm many away. from iniquity®*;” 
4 1 That this ma be jaſtly app lied to the Chriſtian 
Ky | prieſthopd 5 is evident4- for the be <ſſoatial qualities ne- 
: ceſſary to both are tlie fame; and when theſe as 
Y 25 poſſeſſed, can we ſuppoſe the conſequences leſs i im- N 
| portant and beneficial to themſelves and others, than 
4 in the former:-caſs? White it reſfects honour upon e 


cdghemſelves to exemplify in private life what they 3 
" | -teach in public, to the church of God the happy con- 
8 ſequences are mauy and intereſting. I is n 3 
" || that the life and practice of miniſters and profeſſors, - 

” | | have more weight with the enemies of Chriſtianity, - 
F UE for or againſt it, then all the arguments . * 
dan produce in its defence, for the candid exantinas - 


tion of which they have little inclination, and per. 1 


. 25 haps, in general, as little papacity, through. the con- 
| tracked blindneſy of their minds with regard to Di-. 
" || vine truths. But when theſe, as they ever ſhould, .- i" 4 
2903 are founded upon, and regulated by the maxims. and A 
5 precepts of the goſpel, ſuck as might otherwiſe prove” * cl 


ah deaf to the voice of reaſon and Heavenly wiſdom, and 
I HVlind:to all che charms of religion in theory, may yet. 
5 be won, by the perſuaſive eloquence of a holy Con- 5 
| W, to die e _ tend of- whaterer 1s " 7 
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quirer, coming not in word only, but in demonſtra- 


2 tion of the Spirit and with power, with what amaz- 


ing energy does it pierce the oonſcience, raviſh the 
e and ſtrike conviction into the moſt ob- 


duate heart. While Chriſtian teachers, of this hap- 
1 a ” py deſcription, , make the light of ſuch a converſation 


to ſhine before men, may it not be reaſonably ex- 


| BY = that others, ſeeing 'their works of faith and 


urs of love, ſhould be led to glorify their heaven- 
2 Father on that account; while they themſelves are 
elt and owned to be, in the language of our Lord 
in the text and context, The ſals of the earth, and the 


4 F 5 " light of the worlt. But ſhould this ſalt, in this re- 


* theR, hoſe its favour, and become inſipid or unſa- 


_ youry, what is it henceforth good for, but to be caſt 


mut and troden under foot of men I Though the mi- 


niſters of religion were to poſſeſs the tongues of men 
and angels, to be able to trace alt myſteries, and ſpeak 
in all languages; yet, if deſtitute of vitab religion and 


nent talents only put it in their power to be more 


ad render them more like that intelligent but apo- 
0 Nate ſpirit, who rules in the hearts of the children 


of diſobedience, and whoſe cauſe and influence they 


| promote. - Though ſuch ſhould be eager to graſp at 
the honours, power, and emoluments, which may be 

- annexed to the facred office, while they, perhaps, | 
' poſſeſs very little of the character but the name; yet 


© .,an unholy, or immoral. miniſter. is, in the very na- 


| . hands of ſuch bright and poliſhed ſhafts from God's 


extenſively hurtful to the beſt intereſts of mankind, 


* 


1 8 9 in terms; and Yeu ; 


%. 


** 


1 3 5 . real holinefs, what are they but a founding braſs ani 
3 a'tinkling cymbal? for all their knowledge-and emi. 


| 
5 W 
* 
. 


4 


W E AE or THE EARTH. 27 


an fuk prove; with all their mewy gifts and SS 
ec attainments, but troablerg of Zion, and woun- 
ders of religion in the houſe of its profeſſed, frĩends 7 
From ſuch peſts may the good Lord deliver and pre- 
 ferve his Church ; for they are but ſalt, which hath loſt 


: its favour, in all probability beyond recovery, nd... Ds 
|| therefore only fittobecaſt out, not merely as uſeleſs, 


8 dut pernicious, and troden under foot of men. May * 


<2, + Jove to the ever- bleſſed Jefus, the friend and Saviour he.” 


5 of loſt men, ſo overflow the hearts of all his ſervants, 
: as to make his yoke eaſy and his burden light, 
: his ways pleaſantneſs and peace, and even AP 
|. | ings for his fake an occaſion of j 107 in ki; «ng in 
. the hope of his glory. 

II. I farther faidthat the faithful S of chr 


- were the falt of the earth * ou 255 Len. 


8 : which avail much. | 
. As vital motion is ever the 5 2 eri - 
"dence of natural life, ſo is prayer of the divine life 
in the foul; for it is the breath of the new creature, 
without which it cannot ſubſiſt; the native motion 
and outgoing of the renewed heart towards God, 38 
its centre of reſt, and ſource of life and action. No 
doubt, the external obſervance of this duty may be 
found where there is no inward vital principle of re- 
klgion; but it is equally-· certain, this hath never yet 
ſubſiſted where that is. habitually neglected. As the 
_-exerciſe of prayer is an eſſential part and expreſſion 
of the Chriſtian life, ſo is it alſo abſolutely neceſſary to 
_ | —the' faithful diſcharge of the paſtoral office. For a 
miniſter of the goſpel to neglect the private duties 
of piety and devotion, Zeſtraining prayer before God 
an the family and. cloſet, is to contradict his profeſ- 
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5 9 - PAITHFUE PASTORS: 
in dect EINE; to the important ends of his "ah 
RS function. Be their character and ſtation-in the 
church what may, God will claſs them with the hea- - 
then that know him not, and pour out his fury up- 
on them as the families that call not on his name; 
yea, turn them at length into hell, with the wicked, 
3 3 the impenitent workers of iniquity. Such are ſalt 
* * 5 That hath loſt its OR and Mall therefore be © aft, 
die Do areas * 4 ewe who have” 
1 eee eee eee e upon 
dais name in faith, truth, and ſincerity, will gire __ 
- themſelves to prayer, as well as to the miniſtry of 5 
the word. Perſuaded- that all their fitneſs for their l 
Work, and ſucceſs in it; muſt come from himſelf, * 
8 nt 8 wich humble importunity and confidence they im- l 
4 5 . plore the Divine aſſiſtance and bleſſing. Like Ja- - g 
1 


cob, they wreſtle and make ſupplication; and, as 
princes, have power - with God, and prevail. All 
their intereſt in the court of heaven will they im- 
©, -provefortheyp od of thoſe who are committed to their 
mruſt, and for the ſucceſs. of the goſpel in general. 
I Their heart's deſire and prayer to God, for one and all. 
5 | of them, ie, that they may berſaved. Will not requeſts + 
2 i by ſuch motives, and directed to ſuch ends, - 
Fx vail much with him who never required any of the 
cee of Jacob to ſeek his face in vain? Such fervent” 
TELE: > ſupphications, open the windows of hea-- 
71 ven, and bring down an eniriching bleſſing. Hereby 
dome have been honoured · in ate bete do much 


tee is directed towards God, cats 
fſervant to the hand of his maſter, for a ſuitable and 
r e! to 17 a ue their bumble|. 
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. on him, ſo often as called to addreſs 7 
them in the exerciſe of their office, is there not rea- 
fon to hope, that, according to his promiſe on which 
he makes them to reſt, he will clothe them with fal- 
vation the doctrine and power thereof, bleſs: the 
| proviſion of his houſe; 2s diſpenſed by them; and a. 


tisfy the poor of his people with the bread of life? 


_ While acting in character, will they not be ready to 179 
ſay, in the view of engaging in public ſervices, 1 
M oſes, on a certain occaſion, * Lord, if thy preſence 125 
go not with me, carry not up hence; for their 
Bearts recoil at the very thought of being left alone in 
ſuch ſituations k As a regard to the glory of God, 
and a deep concern for the ſalvation: of their people, 
will give life and animation to their public inſtruo- 
| tions, diftate the moſt moving and pathetic forms of 
| addreſs, and, ſometimes at leaſt, infpire with an elo- 
quence divine and: almoſt irxeſiſtible; ſo will this 
| likewiſe often lad; and effeckually conſtrain to pour 
out their heart before God, for the concurrenceof the 


powerful influences of his · grace and Spirit to attend 


. theſe, from a conviction that he alone can gire the 
nereaſe, and that without him all human efforts muſt 
Prove vain and unaralling. Their hearts defire an 
prayer to-God: for Iſrael is, that they may be favedj | 


that the flock they are called to feed, and over 


which they are bound: to watch, may be now waſhed, 
fanQtified, and juſtified: in che name of che Lord Je- 


bus, anch by che Spirit of the living God; and when, | 


ke, as the great Shepherd, ſhall. appear, be honouretl 
with a. place at his right hand, and welcomed by 
him to his. heavenly reſt. When thus enabled,” in 
any meaſure, with Paul, to travail as in birth till 


Chriſt is formed in. their Heares the: Cone of 1 
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£ SO * FAITHFUL PASTORS . 5 
| Bleſling of God on their Iabours, in anſwer to their | 


own and their people's prayers, they ſhould, like ſalt 
which retains its favour, become the mean of ſeaſon- 
ing, or reforming and improving many? Does the 
energetic fervent prayer of a righteous man, in any 


' Ration, avail much? and will God ſhut his ears a- 
gainſt the ſupplications which his own ſervants pre- 


ſent before his throne, in behalf of thoſe over whom 


he has made them overſeers ? From theſe, if not 


wanting to themſelves, they OE N the won © : 


cious fruits. 5 f 
Where ſuch 5 Is their pious concern Ing nan 


Fo there not reaſon to believe, that God alſo oſten 
pistects from imminent dangers, and grants tempo- 
ral deliverances in anſwer to their requeſts? Of the 
| efficacy of ſuch prayers this way, we have ſtriking 
_ examples, i in the caſe of Abraham interceding for 
the cities of the plain; of Moſes, for the children 
of Iſrael; of the prophet Elijah, who was thence - 
eulled the chariots and the horſemer of Iſrael; and of 
many other pious men. Deplorable indeed, and paſt. g 


2 hope is that people or perſon's condition, in 


Whoſe behalf God refuſes to hear his ſervants, as ap- 
pears from Samuel's ſupplications for king Saul. In. 
this reſpect the ſervants and ove of are the 


Pillars of the earth, and che of a und, by and 


on account of which it is preſerved / from deſtruc- 


tion. How often does it fare the better, even with 


8 worſt of men, on account of the righteous ? for: 


DT tares are ſuffered to grow up among the Wheat, 
leſt in exterminating them the wheat ſhould ſuffers 
_ the wicked among the godly, till the plan of heaven: 
3s. conſummate, and: the univerſal harveſt come. 
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An inſtance of the remarkable efficacy of EA 
| Ez "Mi more modern a times, permit me to mention, as be- | 
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; ing to our preſent purpoſe. If 1 remember well, „ 
is recorded in the life of a certain eminently pious 
and godly Miniſter *, that, being on a time led out 
to be more than ordinary earneſt in prayer for the 
protection and preſervation of a number of ſeamen, 
in the hour of danger, who belonged to the town:. 
where he was paſtor, and ſo many of them to his 
own congregation, who had been preſli ed on board 


the royal navy; he afterwards found, that on the ve- 
ry ſame day they had an engagement with the enemy, 
in which they: gained a ſignal victory; but in which, 


however, not a ſingle individual belonging to that | 
place loſt his life, though many fell on all ſides. 
How much a people are in this reſpect indebted to 

faithful paſtors, will never be fully known till the 


chief Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls comes to acknow- 


| ledge their moſt private works of faith and labours of 


love before an aſſembled world: and, indeed, this 
moſt eſſential expreſſion of Chriſtian friendſhip and 


2 ee. affection, becauſe hid from the eyes of men, 


3s by moſt overlooked or diſregarded. Where little 
or nothing of this is to be found, where all their 
prayers, and ſeeming concern for the. beſt intereits 
of their people are confined ta the pulpit, and their 


viſitations from houſe to houſe, very little good can 9 ö 
be reaſonably expected from their miniſtry, let their + 


talents be what they wall; or, at leaſt, they themſelves ' 


will be found awfully deficient in the ſight of God. 
Would they herein act in character, as the ſalt of the 


earth, and approve themſelves faithful to the ſouls 


committed to their paſtoral care and inſpection, they 
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grateful and agreeable to the taſte, the real ſervants. 


” Fa 4 6 
+ ET _ 8 8 i l 
y —— . AEDs LE _— | 
b — — 
* _ yuey . — — 3 a — — _ — — = _ = — —— — — 3 
* — AG Lat vl BG 147 r * 1 — — Y —— 2 INS — — — b 4 
5 = g 3 8 1 D — 1 — — 
r ** n , a e 4 73 
Ko . " * e nnn * A 1 OT. nnn " 2 *. 4 — 
8 « * ph : WT # * ann ok „„ — * * 5 0 
* , 4 1 9 Y av, #17 7 8% 1 * fr _ 5 _Y , ” 6 * — n NP l 3 a 
J Ret mY "YL | * eee Ei 2 . „ 4 9 e PAS 5 P — 
7 o ; \ : * i . ; MIA TY x bf e WO 2 * 9 = * — - 
ws 94.58" 14 > - 4 * * 1 * 1 $ * 9 o 5 8 MW *: * 3 FE. L « . "NY i ee — nn n . 
X ” 2 N 9 mY 5 8 5 . 1 ,% N my”; 5 van; e - £8 "OR * 1 
1 4 » N * d . * * 4 : 2 y * 
% ” 2 t * 4 7 a> # , * 2 * 0 * 4 1 p ? N 7 
t « * Wy ? . 1 2 1 « / * Ar. * * 5 W : 22 1 e a 72 £ \ 
; 0 , - s * Ty N 21 8 
p * 2 f * x 4 9, : % 2 
2 by * 5 c * ö * * by e pa £=Y I 
EW * x * s - off 2 , * 2 7 
7 51 6 ; 1 ens K+: NS . e 
— 3 5 - BURST « * 4 a x 
, : * * . * » ka x 4 4 4 ; — 
5 us 4 5 . — - La 
ee ; ry 8 i. 19 
” I 0 Yy . a D G * ” 4 hs J 5 * * wi 
" : / Y } 4 ; 
* x 3 5 * 2 
J * 1 . \ . xs A 
8 ˖ . N „ 
4 : . 3 1 
3 ;- + - 65 
4 % + 
* _ 2 2 
o 7... 5M 2 
* f >, po 
. ö 4 
Ji ” * * 7 b 
wut -.. 4 
2. . & 2 
- = 3 
* 1 
% c of 
x 3 3 
m 8 8 = 2 
SA —— 
o WL I — 
* EO 4M 
"= 
Ry” 
_ 8 
- 
* == 
* 7 ”" = 
4 We - 
* * "I 
* 2 
— =_— 
7 8 A 
i 4 
. 
2 
20 
ad 
3 8 
4 7 
x 1 
* 82 
_— 
- * * 
- 3 12 
- 4 
2 
3s 
* . 
av 7 
7 


” =_ 
—— —— a EE TD —ͤ— —_— 
wu 


ORE. $5; Vet, 
Sl * 


* -7.M 
in all their approaches to the Lord, at the throne of 
his grace. Would to God that all inveſted with the 
ſagred office poſſeſſed ſuch a heart, and gave ſuch. 
N their Chriſtian benevolence; and that all in- 
_ truſted: to their care ſtrove together with them in 
their prayers! What happy conſequences. would. 
thence accrue to both? Thus, as Talt which retains its 
| favour is uſed to render food, otherwiſe unſarouhry, 


of God become à mean in his hand, by the faithful 


exhibition of the truth as in Jeſus—by the examplary 


- purity and holineſs of their deportment—and- by 
1 fervent prayers, of ſeaſoning the hearts and lives 
of men with the e « true eb enn 


— 


7 mn But I ao obſerved, that there is OR 425. | 
in which the alluſion holds, which is, That as ſalt is 


aſed as a preventive, or antidote againſt putrefaction; 
fo God makes uſe of faithful miniſters as a mean to 
preſerve his people from pernicious principles, and 
corrupt practices. Errors in doctrine are not ſuch. 
harmleſs things as ſome would repreſent them; for 
it is a well known fact, that corruption in practice is 
© the native and almoſt neceflary conſequence of de- 
fection in principle. Under the Moſaic inſtitution, 
no leproſy was deemed more dangerous and incur- 
able than that in the head. It is certain, oppoſite 
doctrines cannot be true, nor revealed by the God 
of truth, whoſe works and ways all harmonize, To 
- ſuppoſe it a matter of ſmall moment, whether our 
views of the great-truths of Chriſtianity be agreeable 
'® the mind of the e who l the facred 
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onement, carry their be e a | 
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| penmen, or not, would be to offer him che groſſeſt 4 

1 inſult, as if he were indifferent whether we believe!!! 
What he ſpoke, or affixed thereto a quite different 
ſenſe from what he intended, and as if his revealing 7 
ſuch doctrines, rather than others, as leading to and 

in influencing a certain line of conduct, was not the re- 

id ſult of inſinite wiſdom; for they in their wiſdom can 

: aſſure us, that other, yea, the very oppoſite doctrines, 

ry, are equally productive of the "ſame effects. In the 

nts.  facred writings, however, w whoſe, dictates are infallible, ' 

ful and wiſely adapted to promote holineſs of heart and 

ary 

by 

ves 

ian 


9 
; 


life, much more ſtreſs is laid upon orthodoxy, or 

- Coundneſs in the faith, than many ſeem willing to 

allow, who, in this reſpect, would treat the ſeriptures 

as a-noſe of wax, which every one may ſo mould and 

faſhion as may beſt comport with his own precon- 
I cCeieived opinions. The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
nic | - who finiſhed his education, begun at the feet of Ga- 


tis | maliel, in the third heavens, not only.inſtzxutts his ſon- 
onz Timothy what to preach, but alſo commands him to 
ito. charge ſome, that they teach no other doctrine; to 
and withdraw himſelf from thaſe who do, and conſent. 
uch not to wholeſome words, even the words of our Lord 
for Jeſus Chriſt, and to the doctrine which is according 
de is | to godlineſs; to avoid theſe oppoſitions of ſcience, _ 1 | 
des | falſely ſo called, which ſome profeſling have erred © 
jon, concerning the faith; and to hold faſt the form ok 0 
cup ſound words which he had heard of him. Titus is 
olite likewiſe informed, that a biſhop, or overſeer i inthe,” =. 
God | church, muſt hold faſt. the faithful word as he. has 
To been taught, and ſolemnly charged to ſpeak the things 
our +which become ſound. doctrine ; in doctrine ſhewing 
able  m— rants: BR; found 58 at 
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= Hs FAITHFUL PASTORS” e 
1 candor” be condemned *. Shall any ve 1 this . , 
” though neceſſary in the apoſtolic age, now conti- 
nues to be no longer ſo? or that a perſon, who is 
FCtctroneous, or unſound in the faith, may yet poſſeſs |} 
theſe Tg: ane mY with theſe a : 
tions ? 
As theſe who vent errors are very pvilty in the 
308 night of God, and pernicious to men, as ſalt which 
Hbhaaacth loſt its ſavour; ſo thoſe who own and counte- _ 
nance them are far from being innocent. Both are 
"= guilty of contemning and violating the moſt poſitive 
ts, as appears from the above, and from'Solo- - 
mon's addreſs to his ſon, and with him to all to whom 
WH the word of God comes, „ My fon, ceaſe from the 
=. « inftruttion, which cauſeth to err from the words | + 
of underſtanding;” and alſo from the ſolemn and | - 
. 5 repeated declaration of the Apoſtle, „Though we, $4 
or an angel from heaven, preach any other goſpe! 
Vento you, than that which we have preached unto 
= < you, let him be accurſed. - As we fajd before, ſo 
4 f I now again, if any man preach any other goſ- | 
1 . - . pel unto you, than that ye have received, let him 
u de accurſed f. Hence learn the. awful guilt and 
Anger of all erroneous teachers, which evidently im- 2 
_ plies, that they cannot be innocent who o and hear 
dem. Are we to deem that perſon a ſervant of Chriſt, | 
| if * ven kim in that venerable character, whom an! 
bo | | Apoſtle accurſed; and whoſe life arid-doc- | - 
eee oppoſition to the goſpel of Chriſt, 
though he ſhould poſſeſs the talents of an angel 7; or | | Bo 
| F „ Can we 5 bid him God-ſpeed in promoting 
1 ſts of the Sag of darkneſs? en 006 = 
| { 
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 siſpen{&it;-this, to ſay nothing of the glaring; nope | | . 5 | 
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che e the goſpel recommends, but the deck 
perverſion of it, and the confounding what is as ops 
Fpoſite, and. inconſiſtent with each other as light and 


who abet his cauſe and bear his mark on their fores. 

head, known and read of all men. To alledge that 
roneous preach better than we can make uſe of, and 5 
have many good things in their public exhibitions; 1 
that if they retail error for truth, or artfully blend it 
_ therewith, they alone are accountable for the conſe- 6 
| quences, and we may take what is agreeable to truth, 
without concerning, ourſelves about the reſt, —reaſons 


wicked men may declare the truth, and the moſt er- 25 


where with ſome ſatisfy themſelves who loudly con- 


demn, in the general, what they hear, and thoſe who 


ſiſtence of ſuch a conduct, would argue profound ig- 


norance of the will of God and our on hearts; yea, 
uch a profane indifference about matters of infinite 


nioment, in which the glory of God and the ſalva- 


tion of men are deeply intereſted, as are incompatible 


with the love of God and of truth, if not deſeriptive 2 . 


of the children of the father of lies. Where the 


health, or the life of the body is at ſtake, do we ever 


| 


hear any thus reaſan? Who, in his right mind, would 


venture to take poiſon into his ſtomach, though mix - 
ed with the moſt delicious liquor, or the fineſt viands 
ſerved up in the moſt elegant manner? and yet oy”; 


8 is not more fatal in its nature, and certain in its | 
- conſequences, than errors, eſpecially ſuch as ſap the « be: 1 


foundation of Chriſtianity and goſpel holineſs, When 
they aſſume the ſpecious garb of truth, take ſhelter . 
under * and are. dexterouſly blended therewith. 
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+ darkneſs; for the tree is known by its fruit, and 248 4 
Chriſt can have no fellowſhip. with Belial, of thoſe* . 
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5 Every attempt to afſix the ſeal of the God of truth. 
to a falſehood, how criminal in itſelf ! how perni- 
| ious to thoſe who are deceived thereby | Should any 
. deny the Divinſty of the 8on of God, or attempt to 5 
impugn the important doctrine of his viearious and 4 
erxpiatory ſufferings 3- ſhould any entertain wrong no= | . 
tions of theſe truths, whereby the Holy Spirit ordi- | 
narily begins and carries on the divine life in the ſou}, 
or refuſe the neceſſity of his divine agency in order 
do render the goſpel effectual on the hearts of men, 
or go about to explain away his eſſence, and diſtinẽt 
> perſonal ſubſiſtence, into a mere influence; can we 
fſuppoſe God would make choice of ſuch to be work». 
cee.rs together with himſelf in the weighty buſineſs of 
flabation, upon which his own glory fo much depends ? 
Wiul be not rather frown upon their perſons, and.! 
belaſt their labours, as adding hypocriſy to-rebellion, || 
- by pretending to act from his commiſſion, and with 
an eye to his glory, while they are in arms againſt 
him, and habitually oppoſe his authority? Such a8. 
- embrace principles that ſtrike at the vitals of religion, 
and ſap the very foundations of Chriſtianity, —princ=. | 
7 adapted to flatter the pride and vanity, or to : 2: 
the floth and fenſvality'of: our depraved nature, if 
4 promoted to the office of publi teachers, what can 
e do, but corrupt men from ie ſimplieity that is in 
Cbriſt, and remove them noche goſpel ?!——Such 
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8 1 would come in with greater propriety on the = 
_ | Jatter claufe of the verſe, was it under conſideration ;: *-£ 
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but as it is not intended to proſeeute that at the time, 
» 7 thought proper to give them a place here, as ſuch: | 
errors and damnable hereſies have gone abroad into 5 
"1 "the world; and are publicly and avowedly taught both. - 0 
from the PEN and * W in the * and 2 1 
| in ns: 
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R * hich 6 Moe Git whe profeſſed lovers and · 

is teachers of ſacred truth read what the Apoſtle A bh 4 
y ſays, and yet remain indifferent about theſe things? | 
to. © Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto N 
id 6. you of the common ſalvation: it was needful for . 
— . « me to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye- 

„ . ſhould earneſtly contend for the faith which was onee 

ih 5 i delivered to the ſaints.” Does not this evidently 

er imply, that they who give up or deny fundamental 

Ny. articles of the Chriſtian creedz are i in extreme danger 

ct: of miſſing the common falvation,/ if not abſolutely - 

ve excluded from all intereſt in it? — enough to awake. 

k - our zeal in ens 9 che faith once dee 2 
of che ſaints » = 
$7 Z3o various wi errors which hs Hank 1 = 
nd: n e church, and are eſpouſed and induſtriouſſ 
nm, prepagated by many, and ſo ſpecious and plauſible 2 
th the arguments and reaſonings by which they are de-. 
iſt, fended and ſupported, that what is ſaid of falſe Me- 
8. ſiahs may be applied here, If-it were poſſible, they, f 
n, | would deceive the very ele.” . Agaiaſt theſe,,, -, 
c- F however, the goſpel, exhibited in its native ſimplici 7 
er | ty; is an effectual antidote. As the ſhades of night 
SE - di ſappear at the approach of day, or the twinkling — 8 
an ſtars before the meridian- ſun, ſo the miſts and darks' 3 
in neſs of error that ſmoke from the pit, are ſoon over» 
ch | powered by the light and evidence of divine truth, 
he 5 which, like the ark of old, make every dagon | 
nz: I fall proftrate before them. It is promiſed, with res 


ſpect to Zion's children, and with a particular refe- 
rence to goſpel days, „They ſhall be all taught of. * 
« God,” and. that the Spirit will take of the things 
of Chriſt, and ſhew thefe unto them; all which he 
1 Goes by the public miniſtry of * word. 8 W 
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Fan of every faithful miniſter to guard his peo-. 
ple againſt errors in principle, eſpecially ſuch as fap 
the very foundations of vital practical religion, anjd 
have a pernicious: influence on Chriſtian praftice,— 
_ their concern, that they may be ſound in the faith, 
and able to give a reaſon of the hope that is in them, 
wich meekneſs and fear; and that they fall not off from 


| their ſtedfaſtnefs through the error and ſubtilty of the 


Eh by which they lie in wait to deceive. © 

- Notwithſtanding the lefler miſtakes into which 
7: Milky Koppen to fall; for the beſt ſee but in part, 
I ane ere that, though called to be 
teachers of others, themſelves have need to be taught 
mme firſt principles of the oracles of God; yet, having 
Aden merey, upon the whole to be faithful, and 
_ Juſt notions of theſe doctrines of ſcripture, by means 
of which the holy Spirit for the moſt —— . 
and converts finners from the error of their way, to 
the wiſdom and obedience of the juſt, and builds up 
1 in faith, holineſs, and comfort, till tranſlated 
10 theſe abodes where that which is perfect ſhall 
come, they may be conſiderably uſeful in preaching _ 
- Go goſpel and edifying the myſtical body of Chriſt, 
While the happy tendency of their pious endeavours | 
| Herein cr app recs os eee e, der 


In he Faithful miniſters wn be ew 

t to guard their people againſt corrupt and i immo 
kal practices, which are inconſiſtent with the faith 
. of the goſpel, and, in proportion an they 
7 OM ſubverſive of the beſt intereſts of ſociety,'as 
5 5 as of aan] TINY Wy Is 
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: "THE SALT: or THE EARTH. = fe 3 
E63 by the faithful exhibition of is 


os +: 7 © SOR truths; ſo are they alſo appointed, in vir- op 
* tue of their ſacred office, to be the inſpectors ana 


1 | guardians of the people's morals. To this do they 


oe. cConduce, by declaring and denouncing that wrath of 


„ || God which js revealed from heaven againſt all un- 


© godlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, as a powerful 
motive to break off their ſins by repentance, and their 


8 iniquities by doing righteouſſy; by private admoni- 


* 


ample; thus reproving, rebuking, and exhorting them , 
as occaſion may require, with all long-ſuffering and 


precious and the vile, thoſe who apparently fear and 
ſerve God, and thoſe who fear him nder but, perhapes | 
carry their mark on their fore-head, known and read 

of all men. Whatever others do, they cannot find 
in their heart, nay they dare not, e ee 
God's diſpleaſure, take the children's bread and caſt 

it unto dogs, —proſtitute the ſacred ordinances of the 

_ © goſpel to the ignorant, the irreligious and profane, 
hereby making the table of the Bord contemptible, 
grieving the hearts of the godly, and hardening the 
wicked in their impiety, Remiſſneſs here has a fatal 


tendency to ſubvert the power of godlineſs, and in- 
troduce in its ſtead a lukewarm empty profeſſion, 


* 
e 
& 
8 
3 
5 
* 
p 
7 
„ 
le 
m 


= 
> 93. . Bo 
i As. : 
** 
9 
. 
* 
le- 
= 
: {4 
a ; 
4 


f 


> 


: _ ciſm, infidelity, and a total indifference to all-relig 
© which are its native its viſible effects wherever #* 
_ prevails. As all this, by a natural, an almoſt neceſſary 
tranſition, leads to corruption in morale ſo they who _ 
Herein ſtudy to approve table to God, by a con- 
ſcientious diſcrimination of characters in their atl- - 
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tion, when neceifary, and the ſanction of a holy *. 


doctrine. They will make a difference between the : 75 


and, with à certain claſs of men, to promote ſcepti. | 175 
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this exprofive title FO them FE” Lark, The Tv 
alt of the earth, by which God mkintains the purlty- | 
of his Chürch. and nen che reformation of a. 
people. . 1 
But, as ae and moſt ks 9 1 
Vntages, offences will come, thoſe who offend, and * 
© occaſion ſcandal, will they proceed with according tw. 
che wholeſome rules of diſcipline enjoined i in the un- 
erring word, and obſerved by all reformed and well- 
regulated churchee, that, througł the bleſſing of God- 
; . on this mean of reclaiming delinquents, they may be: 
brought to a proper ſenſe of their guilt and danger, 
and recovered-from their evil ways; and that others. | 
may thence: ftand in awe of ſinning againſt God by 
the like practices. Nor is this to be corifined to cer-- 
tuin claſſes of open tranſgreſſors, while others, per- 
| haps equally, if not more offenſive to God and per- 
nicious to ſociety, are ſuffered to eſcape withbut a- 
nimadverſion, it may he without the leaſt public no— 
tice. Such as in this reſpect offend, will they re- 
prove before all, according co the apoſtolic injunction, 
without partiality or reſpect of perſons. The omiſ- 
Fon of this, from whatever pretended -motives of. 
I prudence or policy, inſtead of: recommending reli- 
Zion to the more looſe and profligate part of man- 
= kinds and procuring reſpect to its public teachers, has» 
te direct tendency, as experience ſhews, to dring | 
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both into diſrepute; whereas the prudent and im- 1 

| * . partial obſervance of eccleſiaſtic diſcipline would, 1 
- through- the bleſſing of God who enjoins it, prove. 9 

- the mean of reclaiming ſome, and of admoniſhing ot 

and confirming. others; and ſo, of conſequence, of | th 

A preventing many irregularities in ſociety. Such as "ff 
E | Rye refuſe Os to be re · . 
1 #5 y 1 e claimed,,” 1 


OD 


Tre SALT" © OF THE EARTH, | W. 


aw are they to cut off from all the privileges of 
_ church-memberſhip, as troublers of Zion, by whoſe 
leaven and root of bitterneſs many may be leayened 


nud defiled; for much better ſuffer the amputation 


of a gangrened limb, than that the whole body ſhould 


Wh ; © +periſh wit ith.——- Thus have Iconfidered the Cha- 


racter given by our Lord, in the text, to to good and 
Faithful Paſtors, as OR theſe words, 4 are 2 
Lok 5 the OO | 


8 now remains _ 2 mould m0 * ſubject. 
with ſome Practical Inference. And ĩ 
1. From the character here given to faithful Paſtors,” 
we may juſtly infer the importance and neceſſity of 
- their office. While they act in character, and walk by 
their inſtructions, they are to be viewed as eminent 
dleſſings to ſociety,.—as the ſalt of the earth, and the 
light of the world, by which God „ 
lightens the hearts and minds of men with the ſa- 
vour of true piety and ſound wiſdom. Though the 
inſidel, the proſſigate, and profane, may deem their 
office unneceffary, or, at beſt, but 2 piece of prudent. 
- ptieſtcraft to keep vulgar minds in awe, and the 
_ exerciſe of that office fooliſhneſs yet by this fooliſh- - 
neſs. of preaching it pleaſeth God to ſave them that 
ae while thoſe who deem it ſo ſhall periſh in 
their wiſdom. To ſuch as believe they prove the ſa- 
vour of life unto life; for their beſt intexeſts are pro- 
moted by their means, and themſelves reſcued from 
theſe errors, vices, and follies which prove fo fatal to. 


theſe paths of pleaſantneſs and peace. Salt is. not 
more neceffiry to ſeaſon what is A ati and to 
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others, and are led into the ways of truth and wiſdom, 5 Fs 
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 Faikhful adminiſtratidn of 0 goſpel is to feafon A 


dignity and excellence of the paſtoral office, which 


time own. een GO unworthy: to inert | 


reform the world that lieth in wickedneſs, and to- 
keep thoſe who are thus ſeaſoned and reformed * 
velapſing into their a dec corrupt ſtate. All the 
cients; all the philoſophy of Greece 
and Rome, with: all the boaſted refinements: of no- 
dern times, are utterly inadequate to this important: 
taſk. Notwithſtanding of theſe, the world winds: 
main ignorant of the true God, of the nature of that 
._ worſhip he requires, and the way to ſolid and per- 
. manent-felicity in a ſtate of immortal exiſtence, hack 
he not himſelf revealed theſe in the goſpel, which is- 
ah fiining in darkneſs—a light to guide our feet: 
and a lamp ao are eee bee 
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. ſubject 121. ee ee 


we ſhould erer magnify, while we muſt at the ſame 


8 » 8 


8 


—ͤ—— of. a rf n erer 
reſpect to thoſe who believe, muſt we not own, that 
der who' obtain merey o be faithful therein are 
—— in love for their work's ſake ? 
However meanly the great and opulent of the earth 
may think of it, it reflects real honour upon the moſt 
ae character, independent of all theſe ſecular, 
but foreign advantages, which the world may ſome- 

times attach thereto. They are employed in a ſer- 
Wes the moſt noble and intereſting of which human 
nature in the preſent . ſtate is capable. Is it deemed. 
honourable to ſerve earthly princes in offices of power, 
truſt, * extent ve influence, or to 3 cepreſent their FF 
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miniſter of the goſpel ſerves one infinitely higher than 
the kings of the earth, and that in the moſt honours = 0 
able, and, to his fellow-men, the moſt beneficiaeapas —} 
_ City. All of that honoured deſcription are ambaſſadors , - 
for Chriſt, to beſcech guilty, periſhing men to be recon-„ 
Ciled to God, and that in God's name, and in Chriſt's + 
ſtead, whoſe word and honour are engaged to con- . 
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| LonDs; yet we hear him ſaying, by his prophet; and 


- EARTH. „ 
nerſon on important occaſions? Why, every faithful 0 


firm his meſſage in their mouth, while they ſtand in 

his counſel, and act agreeadietohictufionAivng Nay - 
more, they are called workers together with God 
Himſelf, in a work which engaged the attention of 
a whole. Trinity from eternal ages, and which in- 
volves the moſt intereſting conſequences to all rankẽs 
and deſeriptions of men. When the Son of the High- 
Eeſt appeared in our world, it was in the character of - 
A preacher of righteouſneſs. Though the Prince of 
the Kings of the earth, by whom they reign and de- 
Cree juſtice, and having on his veſture and thigh a 
name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LoRD oT 


afterwards in perſon, at the opening of his own mi- 
niſtry, * The ſpirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
s becauſe the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
40 tidings to the meek, to preach the goſpel to the 
46 poor, deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
4 ſight to the blind; to preach the acceptable year 
« of the Lord *.” Well might Solomon, then, though 
the greateſt of men that ever filled a throne, prefix 
the title of Preacher to that of King in Jeruſalem, as 
one in which he no lefs gloried, and by which ws: 
nenen be tranſmitted with _ ee to . 


* 
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Feb e - When' the n e le 
no more, and all their pomp and pageantry vaniſh-. 


eld as a dream, the effects of a goſpel miniſtry ſhall 
remain, yea, prove a ſource of inconceivable bliſs or 


endleſs wo to countleſs myriads of our race. What 


reſpect chen is due to the meſſage of grace in the 


Boſpel, and to thoſe that bring it, while they act a- 
greeably to the ſpirit,. obligations, and ends of their 
ſacred office? for, ſays the prophet, « How beautiful 
«© upon the mountains are the feet of him that bring- 
_ << eth good tidings, that publiſheth peace, that bring - 
© eth good tidings of good, that publiſketh ſalvation, 
t that ſaith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth * which 
the Apoſtle quotes, when writing to the Romans, 


and incorporates with the New Teſtament f. Though 
it hath, pleaſed God to put this ineſtimable treaſure, 


not indeed into ſuch precious golden veſſels s an- 


ages but into frail unpromifing earthen ones, yet is 


| E - this in order that the excellency of the power may | 
be felt and acknowledged to be of God and not of 
man; not by any means to diminiſh the authority of 


his word in their mouth, for theſe miniſtring ſpirits, 
in their embaſſies to men, could not pretend to a 
higher authority than that wherewith Chriſt inveſts 
his ordinary. ſervants. They are by office he ſalt F 
the earth, and the light of the world, and while they re- 
tain their ſavour, and ſhine as ſtars, by the reflected 
bears of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, how dignified 


their — now e and Extenſis * 


influence | - 


3. From this tubject it is mnie very 7 natural 10 | 


ere. That ms faithful diſcharge of the paſtoral 
ere, Eeel, ir 1. li. 7, Ron. 75: 2 
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* rel eee eee and applica - 


tion, che greateſt prudence and patience, and the 75 


moſt unſhaken reſolution and firmneſs of mind: - The 


_ Conſideration of this led an apoſtle to cry out, Who 
4 ig ſuffcient for theſe things?” What betwirt the NYE 
obſtinacy of ſome, the humours and caprice of os 
chers, and the frailties and imperfections even of the 


beſt, with the concerns of their own ſouls, and the 
pppoſition that ariſeth to all from their own hearts, 


they muſt lay their account to 'mett with many hard- 


ſhips and difficulties, many thing grievous to fleſh 


und blood. Perhaps the ſtrongeſt proofs and expreſ- * 


ions of their Chriſtian love and paſtoral mie we 
. -excite hatred, and procure reproaches; for admoni- 
tion and reproof, however neceſſary, are, to the wick 
ed and unconverted, like ſalt lighting upon a ſore, 


1 Ane, cauſeth 2 See ſenſation. Yet need they. - 
_ A tor their Helper 4 is mighty, and as their dax 
Q of duty or trial, ſervices or ſufferings is, fo ſhall their 

Arongth alſo be. That God, of whom all their ſuf- 


or give way to deſpon- 


icieney is, can make them able miniſters of the New 
- Teſtament, wiſe to win ſouls, and crown their la- 
bours with ſucceſs on earth; and an ample reward of 
grace im heaven. The Maſter they ſerve ſends none 
à warfare on their on charges; for theſe whom he 
cCulls to labour in his vineyard will obtain merey a 
kim to be faithful, and the powerful ſupplies of is 


grace and Spirit to help in the time of need. He 


he walks amidſt the golden canilleſticks, holds the 
ſtars in üs tight Hand, directs their motions, and 


| makes them ſhine by his.imparted light. Relying. 


miſe, and 'cleaving'to him f in dhe pott of 


EE. 


wo PRES OY Full 1 de 5 9 arms 
2 his power, mercy, and faithfulneſs, ſhall be under- 
= neath and round about them; while his grace is made 
ſufcient for them, and his ſtrength perfected in their - 
 — weaknels,, May, they, not then glory in their very 
FO cnfirmitics, that the power of Chriſt may — 
ſdtmeq, and ſay, wich the Apoſtle, We can do and 
derer all things through Chriſt ſtrengthening us ? for 
= their fidelity. and ſucceſs in his goſpel is-not owing 
do any power or might of their own; but to the Spi- 
rit of the Lord God of hoſts, as himſęlf aſſures us by 
* bis Prophet. Who would not then be cordial and 
1 hearty in the ſervice. of ſo good a Maſter :—a ſervice 
Fo, initfelf fo honourable, to precious-fouls ſo intereſt- 
| ing, and uo the faithful therein attended with ſuch | 
_ liberal Auc@ours and. happy RR 7 on 
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But will always with. to render 
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never abſenting from theſe but when the rea · 
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ternal life, prove to others the ſavour of ſpiritual | 
:ath into eternal death and that as the native con- 
ſequence of the different diſpofi tions wherewith they 
_ are heard. That we may become wiſe unto falva- ©. 
© Hog! Y 
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hearing the word, profeſs hat we Will, we are none 
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or rejecting: truths impreft with the ſame authority, 
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1 i ready to quarrel with the ſpeaker, as af he had them 
in his eye and meant to mark them out; but will 


have an ear for the reproofs, warnings and admoni- 


£ Hons of the word, as well as for its promiſes; and 


in regard of both will be ready to ſay, « Speak, 


| - Lord for thy ſervants hear:” Suchdiſcourſes meet 


their warmeſt approbation as find them out, po 


them to the quick, and in 4 manner diſſect the inner 
man, and difcl6ſe' the moſt latent thoughts, defi; res, 
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people, and the Riputation implied! therein being mu. 
1 As. the former cannot in duty and conſcience i 
|  -relinquiſh his charge, whatever trials he may meet. 
1 « with, without a regular demiſſion from it; fo nei- 
1 " ther can the latter decline or deſert his miniſtrations, 
de their complaints what will, without i incurring'the - if 
+ 1 of him who hates putting away, ſo re Hh 3 
1 as his relation to his flock continues firm and vad; 
| "For God is the God of order and not of Ro eiong Ss 46 5 
N in all the churches of ilk Ons a 
When any grounds of fuch a bet occur, 1 
_ occur they may at times, in_the-preſent” imperfect. = 
| Rate of the church, notwithſtanding every precau- | | E 
tion to prevent them, nothing but the refuſal of Ju-:// 
N on the part of thoſe whoſe province it is im- - 
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and delays, and that after every conſtitutional me- 
thod hath been tried to Obtain juſtice and tedreſs, 
can warrant ſuch a ſtep; ; and not eyen that in ererx 
caſe, unleſs we would open a door to anarchy” and = 
ſchiſm; for a leſs evil is often to be patiently born, 5 1 
* order to prevent a greater. Here, as in all other 
. caſes, the Wiſdom from above is profitable to direct, Ml 
_.and all her children will ſtudy to juſtify her in moe” 5 = 
1 conduct, by conforming-to her unerring maxims. = 
4 2 "I Brethren, I need ſcarce obſerve, and that 
"you will bear with * while 1 do, that it is your in- 
_ Uiſpenſable duty to maintain your miniſter, according | 2 
to his ſtation and your ability, and that not by can- 
5 ſraint, but of 3 willing mind. It is evidently 'the / 
Will of the great Lord of the vineyard, and who'may * | b. 
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3 1 þ 5 | poſure and cheerfulneſs; attend to the more imports 
_ bares of their ſacred function? From the pallage | +14 
weine to above; as alſo from ſundry | others, it plain- - "0 
. I 333 'H appears, that it is not the will of Zion's King that 
we ſubjeQts ſhould be eaſed of this burden —this 
44 - tribute of gratitude and love, and the earth left, in 
| this reſped}, to help the Woman. Whatever, ſecular 4 
1 5 e legal ſecurities may here give, and ho- . 
3 i _ © ever much a fordid illiberal ſpirit, when it prevails | 
- | among profeſſing Ohriſtians in periods of declenßon- 
= lukewarmneſs,.may ſeem to render theſe en 
ble; pet ſuch advantages appear not to have Chriſts 
ſbonction; for they comport not with the mode E 
Ny maintaining his ſervants under the Old Tae, 
| - av inftituted by Moſes, nor with that prefcribed by, 
4 4 dur Lord himſelf and his apoſtles under the New, 
1 exemplified 3 In the Church, till outward eaſe ao 
- S 1 under the Emperor Conſtantine, had marred 
die emen beauty of Zion, 3nd inſpired the vrais 
3 _ miniſters 15 the 1 Jeſus wich pride, avarice, and 
baſic came to be model- 
of the empire, till it gra. 
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© ſoweth, whether good or bad, baths he be liberal or 2 
_ paring in it, his return ſhall correſpond thereto, and NET 
Mm that both in kind and degree. If this holds true, no þÞ_ 
wonder theſe live at a poor rate in the Chriſtian life, Pre 
* be | AM they are not. total ſtrangers thereto, who can expend. | 
; I 3 5 wich greater cheerfulneſs and liberality on the ſuper- 
. luities, the vanities, or follies of life, than in contri- 
buting to the ſupport” of a goſpel-adminiſtration in 
5 the world, and to the ſupply of their needy brethren. 
Ex - of 4 The liberal,” ſays the -prophet, <« deviſeth Uberal „ 
1 things, and by liberal things ſhall he ſtand t _ 
: 7 '*$ | 22dds the wiſe king of Ifrael t to the. ſame effect, « The | 
e liberal ſoul mall be made fat: and he that water- jo, 
. — « ech, ſhall be. watered alſo himſelf t:”: for « God lo- | 
* e veth a cheerful giver gj. Does he not, in the courſe ' "WM 
2 his providence, always verify, if not in a temporal. 1 
at leaſt in a piritual denſe, which. ſtill mote merits | 
our regard, what he records by the pen of the fame 
+Bluſtrious writer, 28 introductory to what he ſays a- 5 
hore, « There i is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth; | _ 
and there is that with-holdeth more "than is meet, | 
46 « but it tendeth to poverty |?” There i is that ſcatter | 
$6 that is, for pious and charitable purpoſes, wherein 
bee. God and the. good of his people are con- 
cerned, and yet increafeth ;' ſor they find i in experi- 
ence, that the more they give this way, the moxe 
they have, and the e the .pleature, where uh 
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that they may grow thereby. This hidden man of 1 fk 
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of the Godhead dwelleth in him bodily;” and elſe- 
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-* ſhould all fulneſs dwell” That his fulneſs as Me- 
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tres, and ke is the Author of exiſtence and the ſourcdre 
of life and happineſs to a whole univerſe of beings. n 
His throne is eſt | of. old, even from everlaſt, © 
ing, and of his dominion there is no end or limits. 8 MY 
When be thundereth, "as Se God of glory, "with et 
feldes its pes accents | Does it not t beſpeak E 5 ts, 4 
che God. of nature, who is glorious. in power anke 
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terrible in majeſty l. Such is thy Saviour, O Chriſtian, : | Ts : AY 
and. they ares it not nnn grace. and conde . 
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is him to ſtoop 10 low, as.to make his bed 
3 fora time in. the duſt of degth |. The moſt remark- 
, _ able inſtances af human candeſcenſion, cc 7 
5 * — this, ſcarce deſerve our notice. As the, ſtars hide 
| | their diminiſhed heads before the blaze of noon; ſo 
-— all the gracious and renowned actions of the greateſt 
cor men, placed in this light, become obſcure. and diſ- 
= appear. Is it poſphle 15 oonceive a contraſt more 
© wonderful and ſtriking; Jeſus ſhut up for a time 
the cloſs priſoner of e juſtice, a breathleſs 
mangled corpie in the tomb: and ſeated an an imꝑe · 
rial throne, in the third heavens, giving laws to, and 
'-_ geceaving the homage of the univerſe “ To. ire kings © 
ndnd emperors reſigning their, robes of ſtate, their 4 
| | crowns, ſceptres and mz palaces, and 
uin in rags, lodged in the meaneſt cottages, in ande; 
t promote the good of their loyal ſubjects, though 
= Condukt ſo full of grace and condeſcenſion, as ſo 
once once to be met with among men; yet, when. 8 
8 eee ee not our wonder at once ceaſe? 
Nay, what would be till more ſurpriſing, ſhould all 
_ On he angels of heaven be degraded into mere inifects, 
in order to anſwer ſome e and benevolent 
| purpoſes, yet. even this would he no more than 2 | 
_ tranſition from one: ſpecies of creatures into another, 
betwixt which the diſtance is limited and eaſily tra 
- ced:;- But in Chriſt the condeſgenſion.is infinite, for he 


EEE 


* WE ee Pa; 0 e 


* 
2. 
* 5 


82 


* 


Fg 


— 066 UP —̃ — — 


r 


2 3 


* 
n 


89 


hom he he bled himſelf, lg ang rar 
but enemies, beings of an inferiour order, whoſe na- 


bs watt > TEE bat 4. . o 82 , GE 3 , 1 ” 4 i 
3 4 1 * 8 õ ⁵ . ĩᷣͤ 97 45. Bs VVV »4Z 3 J #006 4 
«iz 1 Fx S345: bs MATE: * E s pabons It 0 413 FEET WO 29% 8; EF OR 2 W 

3 5 N . by 


- 


reſpecks, be indebted been meaneft of their Tabjeltsy « . 
but this univerſal Sovereign is not only exalted inſi- 
nitely above us, but like wiſe abſolutely independent 
i of us. In his fufferings, death, and deſcent into the 
manſion of mortality, we may therefore fee | 
buch grace and condeſcenfion as none but God coul 
entertain and expreſs. With propriety might che 
angel then ſay, 4 Come, ſee the place where the 
.« Lord lay” come and behold there a condeſcenſon 
truly divine, grace and mercy manifeſted to ME. 
1 and wege — gene” "Du. 


Prat 


| Ul; we may here, in . e as wel 
That Jeſus died, not in appearance, as ſome would 
have it, but in reality. Without this he had not un- 
dergone the penalty annexed to the violation of the di- 
vine law, which doubtleſs imports an awful reality: En] 
«x * The day Un Fee ee en ſhale ſurely die.“ : b 
he gue „ns hed Forſeidat fic, wank ul for B/ 
is worth while to live, into the hands of divine juſtice, 2 
he muſt not only deny himſelf the innocent joys and 
pleafures of life, hecome a mam of ſorrows ard ac. 
quainted n but alſo, as the INE 1 
| cally expreſſes"it, | ee e Wt 7 
pay the rigid ſatisfaction, , death for death 3 
Had Be not really "Fi he would not We an- 
ſwered the Moſaic typical facrifices, which evident: 
pl Prone to ben as the Tab fain from, the foun- WT”. 
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Dee which they \ were but ſhadows; for dale by 
_ divine appointment, were actually flain, and 
eee on God's altar, there to de con- 
ſumed with fire. « It 
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* many ſons and daughters to glory, to make the 
i - E'tain of their ſalvation Q” through death, as 
Wl . well as © through ſufferings.” He had power over | 
1 Amis oun irit, to retaig or diſmiſs it at pleaſure; 
Aud hence the ſtrong cry he uttered on the croſs,” a 
- * Little before he expired, plainly indicates that life 
| + + "was yet entire in him, and nature unexhauſted. 
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1 bead, i in token of ſubmiſſion, and 28 à ſi 
= to whoſe power he 7 and ſo gave 
His Spirit into the hands of his God and Facher in 
bee. N | ; ſome remains of life had 


. Ya 


= "a dine life the more certain and conſpicu- 
5 us. He lay fo long, that the reality of his death | 
e appear to every candid mind 
but lay no longer, that he might not, in the 


ö warm . e e braiſed 
as his was. Come then, O Chriſtian, and ſee the Pace 
— your Lord lay ſo long, as to evince the reali- | 
0 of his. dow: Te We OO e. 


"+. We kts Ae Frank Ns e 5 5 

2 gon in che tert, That Chriſt roſe · as really from the dead 
as he had ſome time before expired on the croſs. T0 
convince the pious women of this important truth 3 
vas the great object the angel had in vie w in adde. 
\ Ang them, as in the text and context, ©, Fear not ye: 5 - 
, for I know / that ye ſeek Jeſus, which was crucified: 
He is not here; for he is riſen, as he ſaid: Come, 

s ſee the place where the Lord lay. . And go quick- 

4 ½% and tell his difciples. that he is riſen from the 
4 dead; and behold, he ggeth before you into 6 e: i. : 
e lilee, there ſhall ye ſee him: lo, I have told you. 

2 Theſe devout followers of our Lord, during the pe- 
riod of his perſonal miniſtry, baving ſcen him taken 
down from the croſs and laid in Joſephs new comb, - i 
© when they had reſted-on the Sabbath, according to 5 + 
che commandment, reſorted thither early on the ert 3 
day of the week, with hearts full of love and pious 
ſlolicitude, expecting, no doubt, to ſind him ſtill there, 
and only anxious how the very large ſtone might be 
got rolled away. from the mouth of it; in all pro- 
bability knowing nothing of the r be 0 e 
had been placed there. The angel, having afſured 
them that their preſent fears were groundlefs, and 
their diſtreſs at their ſuppoſed diſappointment with- - 
out foundation, takes an effectual method to convine g 
chem of their miſtake, by inviting them to come and 5 Wo, 4 | 
n. or theaiſelres- ts ſpe ö . . Lord a : 


he was now actually riſen 
more, according to his own 
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* With his head was bound. folded · up in a 
4 all which: ma at once convince 
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ſaw, and believed an? 1 oth i, KEY 
'of the angels meſſage to the 
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A penitent believers, whom. the thoughts of guilt and 
wrath. diſtreſs; for Jeſus died for your 
fingz- ac to the ſeriptutes- Bear not yes. who. 
2 the. (ng and lament: the 
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inducements to holineſs, the ardent love of a dying 
* Saviour preſents the moſt powerful; for while cy 4 
BW motives. perſuade; and engage, this draws and cons 
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_ reſurrection” of Chriſt neceſlarily infers that of Mw”; L 
0 le; and the certainty. of theirs. granted, þ 4 
2 - be T ſuppoſed... Providence, ever wiſe in its 3 
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-where never man Peg was 484 mat there 
mia be no room to fuſpect any other than he aroſe 
2 They intended that he ſhould make his grave 
With the wicked, with the. two mals factors who were 
eechted with him; and probably, witfl this view, pre- 
© pared his along with theirs, allotting him the ſame- | 
tation he held on the croſs, the middle betwixt them. 
being im their opinion a greater criminal than 
_ - either; yet God ordained; that he ſhould make his. Y| 
Sraye with the rich and honourable, which perfectly 
reconeiles - what the Prophet foretold with this fact 
- Bs recorded by the Evangeliſts : He made his grave. 
 .4 with the wicked, and, with the rich in his death *.” 
Peter aſſures us, in his addreſs ty the multitude, who. 
vere ſtruck with wonder at the-miraculous goa 
1 2 the extraordinary effuſion of the Holy Spirit 
e Pentecoft, that God e | 
| whoa they had taken, and by wicked. hands. eruci- 
3 "ea d lain, having looſed the bands of death; 3. be. 
85 holden of it . n was impoſſible he ſhould be held > (/ 


© captive by death; for he had power to lay down his 
Mie and to take it again, and · no. man could take it; + 
from him without his conſtnt. E he hath not re- 
- iCamed the life he reſigned on the croſs, all our pain. 
in religion, and the hopes. to whirh it gives riſe, are 
Luan, delufive, and loſt. What a ſublime deſcription. 
does the Evangeliſt giye us, in the verſes preceding 
our text, of ſome of the concomitant circumſtances. 
of that ſolemn event, of the abſolute certainty of” 
Which the angel expreſsly aſſured the women l Behold 
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Lord deſcende: from heaven, and rolled jack the | 
«tons from the door of the ſepulchre, and fat upon 
itz his-countenance was like lightning, and his rai-—ñ 

ment white as ſnow ; and for fear of him the keep- | 
ers did ſhake, and · became as dead men.“ For theſe 4 | 
the angel had not one word of comfort, but to the _ 
pfious women be ſaid, in anſwer to their. diſtreſſing 
thoughts and anxious! ſolſcitude, ( Fear not ye: for ä : 
1% know that ye ſeek Jeſus which was crucified. - | 
«He is not here: for be is riſen, as he ſaid, Come, 2 
ee the place where the Lord- lay. 6 ns {3d 4 

The chief men among the Jews took the moſt; - 
 effedtual precautions which the caſe could admit, to 


eure che dead body of Jeſus i in the tomb, probably. 


reſpected then my theſe precautions were indeed quite 
/// ³ AA 2 
ger Sonde e 2 reaſen be apprehended from this quar- 
ter But ce guild often creates ne bY, 
fare A a leaves ſecure where real da 5 
lies. When the Shepherd -Was Fmitten by the un- MN 
kened ſword of Juſtics, the ſhasp of his lock were 14 
| ſoattered abroad.. The difciples'of out Lord had but 3 
2 little before forſvok him im the hour of danger, and 
dies each to his'own; and we do not find that they - 208 
_rafumec i courage. enough, John exiveptedy/t0' mix wk 

che crowd: of ſpectators to witneſs' the laſt ſolem 

ene of his- lifey or attend his remains to ihe om | 

ve truſted (laid they) it had. been; he w * 

—_— redeemed Nag but n0w;that he was dend, 5 3 J 
him. During ghar wa) ory period their chief . 4 


xs \ ” 4 nt 
4 g 1 5 . _ "Ry, 
4 bY * 8 x J I . þ# Y Þ - ” of 2». -j 


. 


Ws 


x 


. AIG ˙— «ß on 


— LS 


1 


1 —— 660i ESE IT ca-—<ern= 


eee 


oy 


— 


—K PPP — ANY Be 28466 a Hts Mes Ih PSAs $M. as 


rw 


. 


„ * 
2 + , 
* 


* 


3 
— 


*, 


e. ier 

* while they were faſt aſleep! . What is all-this, in I 
_ effe but hiring them to ſay that they knew nothing of 
de e eh l hay reflects-for a moment on the 


e men trained up under itz would al- 


Ret to'fleep on guard, or, if awake, would: 
+ the comb.ut which they were poſted to be rifle. 
IF; afew unarmed. fiſhermen, 
| to watch 95 
to by thus. e without re- 
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2" Wu what: evra pleafure 54 „ 
nay we'-view Jefus reviving from tlie b 
| phoving has tacks the Son of God with power, 
- 2 in the joyful dawn of an immortal day!; 


pot la ; whence we may: 
2 a hi impor an Lee re that he 60 


| manſion, to overwhelm your: 
recal to mind the words of Jeſus, how he fad 
for pour comfort, Fear noc, 1 have the keys of 
, am dhe 
tom and the life: he thati believeth in me, 
The were dead, vet ſhall he live: and 


+ for all his people; where each Han 
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1 ſerved, as ſd many ſtate. priſoners, a againſt the * 


grave is a dreary pit indeed 


rioner e juices, fo the graze is a frong 
a dark and deep dungeon, where they are xe. 


_ « of judgment and perdition of ungodly men, when. 
the irreverſible ſentence of their Almighty Judge-ſhall 
be executed to the full upon them. Vo ſuch he 
eedz a land dark and diſmat 
an the ſhadow of death if, for the pale horſe and 
Kis rider bring heil and dammation in their train. 


Chriſt's confinement for a time there, as the pri b 10 I 


er of lawand juſtice, © far from. yielding fuch: any - | 
comfort; or even the moſt diſtant dawn of hope, Gn. 
ly furniſhes the ſtrongeſt argument to prove the ut« . 
ter impoſſibility of their eſcape 3 © for if ſuck n 


4 were done in. the green tree, what hall be done i in F 3 4 


« the dry 2” But though the grave, that place f 
 Kulls and land'of deep. forgetfulneſs,' where the me- 
© mory and the bodies of the wicked rot together exhi-- 
« bits nouglit-to-the ungodly bat what, lie the pillar. 
of cloud of old to Pharaoh's Hoff, is dark, hidecus 
and terrible; jet to Zion's. travellers this- valley os 
Achor preſents dor 1 and W gba. 


" wal Pn may ene at the ee en. oh 
the lat. meſſenger, “ Haſt thou found me, 0 
mine enemy? and though nature is apt to re- 
oil, even in the very beſt, at the near” proſpect 
of that. event; yety. through faith in che once crcu- 
eiſied and buried, but now exalted and ever- living 
Jeſus, the weakeſt in God's houfehold,. eren babes 
in Chriſt, may play around the hole. of this 
alp, and put their hand upon chis cockatrice. den 


- fon of Built, death is in itſelf a king of Soc" 
che 9 A. IR Maint which never 1 
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of our peace was upon him. Wi 14 
declaration of God. himſelf 
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3 * ite? To be aſſured that. God hach done all this to 
and for his beloved Son, is a clear 
1 _ that he fulfilled all 3 be did. and ſuf. 


Y - 7550 . it is founded, * Who ſhall lay any thing to | 
5 10 be arge of God's elect? It is God that juſtifi- | 
5 eth: hol is he that oondemneth ? It is Chriſt chat 


e 


3 5 
a + Po N 


* 


* 


ꝓ , 


* 


* 


* 


3 


«BP 


boi 


* 
Pe Tn 
* 
E. 
> v7 "3, 
Om es "FL: 
75 g - N 
% 3 15 FS. 8 . "i + : ; - 
jo * . 7 \ 2 % » J by 5 : * * 8 x 4 
x 5 „ * % : 1 
YR.” 1 F A . * 
py > ” « » " % . 
g oY — * * e 4 2 
35 5 F 77 : - > : J Y : 
1 wad —_ 5; A 24 
1 A 94 — 6 > : { 
4 , 2 5 180 1 £ F415 2 a 
4 5 a P * hy * * a 
* D 5 a5 
BY 
2 


a you rather, that is key again, ne is even 
4 at che right hand of God, who alſo maketh inter- 
es ceſhon' for us.” In viewing therefore the place 


_ otherwiſe be ſeen in heaven, earth, or hell, the law 
_ magnified, juſtice ſatisfied, and mercy flowing. to the 


ven the law is indeed magnified, yet is it only by 
the obedience of creatures in hell juſtice, awfully 
incenſed, exacts its due, yet will never be ſatisfied z 
and on earth, neither by obedience nor ſufferings *- 


then all ye who are. deeply ſenſible of 3 your utter in- 


ich ability to ſatisfy either in your on perſons, and _ 

— Willing to be-wholly indebted to Jeſus, as the great 
6d BB - 12w-fulfiller, and the end thereof for righteouſneſs to 
t a thoſe that believe, come, ſee the place where he once. _ 
aft _ bay for you, and there behold, with growing joy and 

* gratitude, the moſt ſatisfying evidences that the ho- 

dus Iy law of God is fulfilled, in all its ee eee 

18 1 and extent, by his own eternal and beloved 

his BY Son; and ſtern juſtice not only fatjsficd, but com- 

at  mencing mercy” s guardian and harbinger to the ar. | 

his ON - ol men: whied leads me farther eee, 5 
{to Vi. That ia @ivits.revival, HERR addi 3 2 1 
on "ps where he once fo long lay, we have a ſure 
uf. plies earneſt, and pattern of our own ſuture reſug-, _ 
ce rection from the grave. As it is ordained for men 
on once to die, for the good as well as the Wicked, ſo. 
to Bf the grave is the long home of our race, the houſe 
fi- p >ppointed for all living... It is likewiſe ordained for . 
at | oe to wi one day thence; but then their reſur- 
d, | )) . * e ee | 8 


where he once lay, we may diſcover what cannot 


"ge 7 


_ chief of innersz and that by the incarnation, obedi- 
ence; and death of a perſon altogether divine! In hea- 
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can the law be magnified, or juſtice ſatisfied. Come 15 | 
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eddie, in its nature and confequences will be as 


different as their en! in life and exit from it 


Z |: Were. © The hour ſoys John, « is coming, in the 


4 which all that Et in the graves ſhall hear his 
. voice,“ viz. the voice of the Son of God, « and ſhall 
4 come forth; ; they that have done good, unto the re- 


4 ſurrection of life; and they that have done evil, un- 
4. to the reſurrection of damnation .“ Thoſe who 


no refuſe ſubjection to him in his faving characters, 
vill he indeed raiſe ap at the laſt day; but then it ſhall 


be in order to diſplay the glory of his power and ho- 


lineſs, juſtice and veracity upon them: © Behold, he 


„ cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall-ſee him, 


and they alſo which pierced him,” to whom he will 
alee from heaven, only in the character of 4 
Sovereign Almighty Judge, «to puniſh them with 
c eyerlaffing deſtruction from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power.“ The rignh- 
teous, on the oontrary, will be raiſed up by him in 
virtue of their intereſt in the new covenant, which in- 
cludes thewhole man, affd the happineſs thereof for e- 
ver, and of their vitalunion to himſelf, the ſurety of 
that covenant, as the members of his myſtical body. 
"While the wicked are reſerved in the grave for the ſo- 
lemn advent of the Judge to execute their gere ie 
che righteous are there priſonets of hope, and find it 
_ 5 Tafe retreat, and peaceful haven, where they ſhall * 
mein till all the ſtorms and tempeſts which infeſt 
this lower region are blown over. All this is ſecured: 
by the death of Chriſt, and his deſcent into the filent 
tomb. As he is the firſt-born among many brethren, _ 
"the movers of Para: who Deep i in the 8 of . 


EET» lan 28.29. 
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48 b Bere died in him; ſo * roſe. in a public charac- 


{ . as the head and repreſentative of the many ſons 


and daughters he will bring. to glory. As in his death 
we ſee the price of our redemption, ſo in his reſur- 


5 : rection from tlie grave, we may buhold the earneſt. 
and exemplar of our own, as alſo a bleſſed pledge 


and demonſtrative proof of a glorious itamortality. 
Were the firſt- fruits to the Jews of old a pledge and 


_- earneſt of the full harveſt à the ſew firſt ripe grapes 
of the Whole vintage? ſo is the reſurrection of Chriſt 
with reſpect to all his people. He and they have one 
Spirit dwelling in them, by whoſe powerful agency 


his human nature was revived and re- united, as the 


bY Head of tns. whole myſtical body, . and: whoſe efficaci-- 
dus operation will one day raiſe up all the aan.” 
complete in him. This precious and heart · anima 
ting truth the Apoſtle, in expreſs terms aſſexts; © If 

te Spirit of him that raiſed up Jxſus from the dead, 
- « dwell in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the 
dead ſhall-alſo quicken your mortal bodies, by his: | 


* Spirit that dwelleth in you#.” With him may 
3 therefore, ſay, ( But now is Chriſt riſen from the 
« dead; and bebome the firſt · fruits of themthat ſlept, 


. that: %%-chey, who cre fallen m- 


« ſleep in him carinot-periſh,” Hear him faying to 


His 1 by his Prophet, in language wes 7 


dated to the future reſurrection, of his peo 
N - exÞreſhve of its connexion: with his on, 
4 Thy dead men mall live, together with wy dead 
on body ſhall they arife : awake and ſing, ye that dwell 
« in duſt: for- thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and 


© the earth ſhall caſt. decent Slide 
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. iber babs ang thall no-more co; 1. The | 

- thavent blood, the blood of the faints and martyrs, 

- which hath been ſhed upon the earth like water, ſhall 
(> 8 Dongle to light in that day when God will make 
inquiſition for it. The ſaints may be ſaid to have a- 
riſen with Chriſt, or, as above, 2 with his dead 
body, inaſmuch as the reſurrection pf the head im- 
Th plies and ſecures: that of the members, and are indeed 
aid to be fet down with him in heavenly places: 


"believers ſhall riſe in virtue of their union with him, 
and fellowſhip. in his reſurrection, in which they are 


8 I I to be conformed to him. To this may apply that ſay- 


ing of the Prophet Hoſea, Let us return umto the 
|" Lord: for he hath torn; and he will heal us; hath 
mitten, and he will bind us up. Aſter mn 
e will he revive us; in the third day he will raiſe us 
e up, and we ſhall live in his fight f. Theſe e 
bave plain reference to Chriſt's: reſurrection; yet, 


ſtands inſeparably connected therewitun. 
What God ſaid to his ancient Church, in a ſeaſon. 
15 peculiar calamity, may be viewed as addreſſed to 
le pple in the proſpect of death: Come, my peo- 
7 Tales enter thou into thy chambers, and ſhut thy 
cc t thee: hide thyſelf, as it mens for a lit- 
| Alle moment, until the indignation he 
At the voice of Chriſt theſe doors will A 
thoſe who have ſiept, many of them for ſome t 
eee awake, and come forth from their ſecret 


3 133 freſh and active as the dee an Were 
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ff che is the 1 Baur 
 exemplar:of that 


zowthe ſeat af ſo many diſeaſes, and too often, alas l. 
the inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs, and which, will: 


8 ſoon be ſown in weakneſs and diſhonour, ſhall, by 
1 eſſicacious power by which he ſubdues all things ? 5 1 
do himſelf, be raiſed glorious, ſpiritual, powerful, and 


immortal, the very reverſe of what they now are; and. 
thus be faſhioned. after the reſemblance of his own 


- glorious body Something of that glory which will 
one day inveſt the bodies of the ſaints was-manifeſt- * | 
ed on mount Tabor, when our Eord's countenance is 2 | ; 4 
ſaid to have ſhone as the ſun, in his meridian ftrength,, 

and his raiment, through the beams of glory;which: . 
darted from his ſacred body, became mae and gliſ- 
tering as the light. Under the law if an earthen 
veſſel caught any ceremonial · deſilement, it was tobe 
broken; but if formed of more coſtiy materials to be 

ninſed with water or puriſied by fire. Man partakes 
of the nature of both, and-the mode of his guriſa— 
tion from moral. deſilement is hereby not unſitly ſha- 
dowed forth. His ſoul, that precious veſſel formed by; 
the immediate hand of God himſelf, having been de.. 
led by chat abominal thing ſin, muſt be waſhed in th 
| laver of 2 „and renewed by the Holy Spirit, 


ng eee UE are compared to a re- 
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his body, which is made and framed. 
of tlie duſt, 3 tainted. by the polluting ſtains of, 
. Iniquityz. before it can be perfectly freed from theſes : 
mult be broken as to pieces by the ſtroke of death, I 
and reduced to its firſt principles in the grave.. Here, , 
| however, their duſt is precious in God's ſight, as the, 
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2A +" at Dept, he exhibited a grand fpeci! 
5 I ble falvation of our fouls, and redemption of our 
_”—— s. As the new creature, the'workmanſhip of the 
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Fatlion into a a veto hono! 
5 He hath given con mmandment the ö 
of his. ſaints, and py ths: grave and — of 
of the ſea to keep their remains in fafe cuſtody un- 
til that day. When rocks, with coſtly gems, and moun- 
tains, whoſe bowels are filled with precious ore, are 
aVbandoned to the fury of the conſuming flames; theſe 
q wuo.iͤll be reſcued from the univerſal wreck, conſtitutes. 
+ Jehovah's peculiar treaſure and choiceſt jewels, tran- 


2 and the ſun for ever and ever. Hath God exalted 


ber 10 there is a conformity to him 


Lated into his heavenly kingdom, and made there to 
mine as the brightneſs of the firmament, as the ſtars 


© His Son Jeſus, by ſetting him at his own right hand, 
. ar” above all principalities and powers, and every 
. that is named in heaven and en earth ? To- 
mew how much he is diſpofed and determined to: 
mare this honour with his people, hear his o 


Words: To him that overcometh will I grant to fit 
„ «with me in my throne, even as alſb overcame, 
i} Cad am ſet down with my Father in his throne;“ 


* and 1 7: 


| unto you a kingdom, as my Fa- 


her hach appointed unto me. On that glorious and! 
ever to be celebrated morning on which Chriſt aroſe- 


m the dead; and became the firſt- fruits of them 
en of the com- 


Holy Spirit, is Chriſt formed in the heart the hope of 


ferior part of human nature ;, for that glory which his: 
_ heavenly Father beſtowed on him asman and Mediator. . 
- when he aſcended to the right hand of the Majeſty en 
bel aud which he . for. ever N as * * 
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©.” conſolatory' truths which may be feen and bean- 
5 at en corny; I would now _ add,, he 
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vn. That the farvey of it alto aftds a eas wal. 


ö ner den Lord's Divine Miſſion, and, indeed, 
af all the. doctrines which he hath. 
dee the place where the Lord lay,” fays the ange! 


,. O me 


to the women, and, wick chem, to all who enjpy the 
goſpel. Come, examine minutely for yourfelves, and 
© obſerve that he is not here, as you. expected. See? 
the tomb is empty, only the grave. clothes and the 
« ſpicery are left behind; whenee you mayanfer, that 


dhe is riſen, as he ſaid, Ne Cn. 


e pn GTP a at c OS that | 


and enjoyment, where theſe and every eee 

commodation are for ever ſuperſeded . 
Thu, witk all thoſe other circumſtances whic h e 

Evangelifts have recorded, as attending our Lords 


« 


-* As this Diſcourſe, in Aeg Mr this . 


| hath acquired conſiderable enlargements throughont, it 


| Peng not be improper, for the convenience of the rea- 


r, to divide it, though the plan indeed fuppoles the | 
whole was n the ſolemn Service, 9 
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- off the ſea to keep their remains in n fafe-cuſtody un- 
til that day. When rocks, with coſtly gems, and moun- 
tains, whoſe bowels are filled with precious ore, are 
abandoned to the fury of the conſuming flames ; theſe: 


4 Z will be reſcued from the univerfal wreck, conſtituted. | 


\. Jehovah's peculiar treaſure and choiceſt jewels, tran- 
Lated into his heavenly kingdom, and made there to 
wp mine as the brightnefs of the firmament, av the ſtara 
$ and the fun for ever and ever. Hath God exalted 
dais Son Jeſus, by ſetting him at his own right hand, 
-— af" above all principalities and powers, and every 
+ that is named in heaven and on earth ? T. 
mew how much he is diſpoſed and de 


% dne this honour - with his people, hear hie own. 


| words: = To him that rc wilt I grant to ſit 
wich me in my throne, even as Þ alſb'overcame,. 
nnd am ſet down with my Father in his throne” 
and 1 appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Fa- 
er hack appointed unto me. On that glorious and: 
ever to be celebrated morning on which Chriſt aroſe 
from the dead, and became the ſtrſt- fruits of them 


that Lept, he exhibited a grand ſpecimen of the com 
3 050 r of our Touls, and redemption of our 
bodies. At the new creature, the workmanſhip of the 
Holy Siri, is Chriſt formed in the heart the Bere 
3 ek ſo there is a conformity to him even in the in- 
3 ___ Feriorpart of human nature; for that glory which his: 
| Heavenly Father beſtowed on him as man and Mediator: - 
|  - when he aſcended to the right hand of the Majeſty on 
1 high, ang which he — for. ever e as Fe gee 
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0 at eee L would. now wy add,, 
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Pen Lord's Divine Miſſion, and, indeed, 


af all the doctrines Which he hath. taught. % Com 1 


4 ſee the place where the Lord lay,” fays che angelt 
to the women, and, wick them, to all who enjpy he = 
goſpel. Come, examine minutely for yourfelves, ane 
© obſerve that he is not here, as yeu expected. Seeg 3 
the tomb is empty, only the grave-clothes and e 
 «ſpicery are left behind; whenee you may infer, that E 
che is riſen, as he ſaid, to à glorious ſtate of _ w 
2 where theſe — duke 2 
Tn, With a1 f hi tete —— which as - * i 
Evangeliſts have recorded, as attending our Laras _ 
es Eh, een, e all an 8 that 1 
„A. this Diſcourſs, in tranſcribing for ah R 1 
hath acquired conſiderable enlargements throughout, M -:. 
mou not. be improper, for the convenience of the re:. 
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. . —— of theſe gpod ridings of great joy | 
= —- directs the attention of the women to two things, in 
proof of what he ſaid; —his on word now fulfilled, 
Wich tliey might recbllect on thts occaſion, © He is: 
=o © riſen as he ſaid; and his tomb now empty, which 
ne wiſhed them partic ularly to examine, in order to- 
„remove every remaining doubt of the abſolute cer-- 
fainty.of the event he announced, C 
| «place where the Lord lay.” Not finding Em in 
te ſacred ſpot, yet ſeeing; upon an-attentive ſurvey 
ſufficient proofs that he was not carried thence by: 
ſtealth, as the Jews had infinuated to Pilate, when 6: 
applying for a guard to watch his tomb, and after- « 
wWoards gave out, might they not ſafely acquieſce in 4. 
de truth of what they heard, eſpecially when the an- 
bel ſolemnly pledges his own-yeracity, i in. confirtha«- 
\. tion of it, lo, I have told you,” and who can ſay * 
E.  thatithe word: ſpoken by him was not ſtedfaſt ? Al?! «. 
mis Chriſt himſelf very ſoon confirms; for as the wo- 
5 A e eee e in es «ch 
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"ER The g of Chriſt, to "which the 2 refeizedi | 
Li > D the women. on this occaſion, for the confirmation of 
the joyful meſſage entruſted him to- carry to their: 
Sars, is probably what he ſpoke to the Jews and their 
n og demanded a . to e ay Haim, En 
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mind for what 1 to happen, and fortify: 5 He 
| againſt the ſcandal. of the eroſs ;/ or it may pollibly - 


include both. To the former he ſaid, % A8 Jonas 
4 was three days and three nights in the whale's bel- 
40 ly: ſo ſhall the Son of Man be three days AN” 
cc nights in the heart of the earth.. Deſtroy; or 
„ 4 (as it might be rendered) ye will deſtroy this dem. 
r « ple, (viz. the temple of his body, to which he, at 
he the ſame time, probably pointed) and in e 
in!: 4 days I will raiſe it up. To the latter, «From 
y» „ that time forth began Jeſus to ſhew unto his diſ- 
by Bl « ciples how that he muſt go unto-. Jeruſalem, 
en Land ſuffer many things of the elders and chief 
T- « prieſts, and ſcribes, and be killed, and be raiſed a- 
in, « gain. the third days“ And while they (viz. the 
a- | < Adiſeiples) abode in Galilee, Jeſus ſaid unto: them, 
. „The Son of Man ſhall be betrayed into the hands ef 
men: and they ſhall kill him, and the third day he 
mall be raiſed again; and they were ene 
> 40. ry v. From theſe paſſages it is evident that our 
Lord 145 a full and diſtinct preſcience of his own - 
death, with all its circumſtances; for while the event 
exactly correſponds to what he foretold, muſt he not 
have glearly foreſeen it? As he could not re- animate 
his own dead body, were he not truly and eflentially | 
; God, or the Authgs. and Fountain of life; 3 ſo WE can- 
not once ſuppoſe, that a being of infinite perfecti 
who abhors falſchood and diſſimulation, would mo 
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5 4 E fs: That the blefſed Jeſus kv 5 65 Tithe: 
eos there can be no doubt; for the ſoldiers ſent to 
Ae the crucified perſons by breaking their legs, 
_ © "Geclared to Pilate that . end feud dread, which. - 
- . made this, in his caſe, unneceſſary; —tliat he as actu- 
Ay roſe from the place where he was intombed, 18 
| Ehially clear and evident from the ſacred records; 
ever we mut allow; that either he had power to 
. re-al ume His own life, which Himſelf repeatedly aſ- 
ſerts, or that he was raiſed by the ppwet of the Fa. 
cher, the great Author and Preferver of life. That 
_ he had power to tevive his own body is evident from. 
-whit he more than once told the Jews, and cannot 
be called in queſfion if we admit his claim to Gbd- 
- that* furreQion-is afctibed to the Father. 
TL the Spirit is alſo manifeſt from ſeripture; and, 
; therEfote, all the perſons of Deity, by concurting in 
Hit event, are to be viewed As ſetting to their ſel. 
to the truth of his ſacred Miſſion, of all the doctrines 
be taught, and of his real and proper Sonſbip: An 
vn any preſome to fay; that they have annened their 
1 herein to ſanction falſehood and impoſture? Thus 
die whole Ohriſtian . Which aims Jefus for 
its Author, wa was authenticated by the feal of Heaven, 
Inf the rents which took” Plage at Ohrift's' revival 
fem the tomb. When God inverpo 


tied to break the bars of the Stabe, And reſteré from 
= teach the great Author and Finifher of our Faith; all 
1 lte was ratifled and confirmed: by the moſt We 

froof ind irfefragabÞ iroumentts, OO 
= By the fame important event, the- . of 


"Jet from the as the . of His ſaerifice „ 
„„ ; „„ = 1 
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he not : imputing to thoſe ho hatiorg their ech Fr ll 
to Hereby too a firm foundation is laid for his peoples $i 
* fares and legend ie would RI 6 in e * 
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> I Son in a ſenſe peculiar to himſelf; who was, ſays 2 

te he, « declared to he the Son of God with powerr, 
A according to the Spirit of holineſs, by the reſur --- 
Fa- „ rection from the dead *.” Elſewhere; he direQs. „ 
hat out views to it, as an infallible argument to de mere, 
om. ta prove the certainty of a gneral judgment: Gd 
not now commandeth all men every where to repent: 
d- „ Becauſe he hath appointed a day, in the which he 
her „ will judge the world i in righteouſneſs, by that man, 
nd,. —— he hath ' ordaillied; whereof he hath given 
; in I <-afflurance; unto all men, in that he hath. raiſed him, 
en „ from the dead f. The Apoſile, when arguing for, 
nes the imputation of that rightequſneſs which. is by 
4 Nl faith. to all who & believe on him that raiſed up .. 
heir 4 ſys our Lord from the dead, as well as to faithful! = 
us Abraham, authotiſes ſuch to ſay, „ Whe was del. 

« vered, for our offences, and was raiſed again fr 

*,our juſtiſication t. To the ſame purpoſe be adds. 
For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled; 
* to Gad by the death of his Son, much more being 3 
© reconciled we hall be ſaved: by his life $;” that is, 1 I Y 1 
his reſurrection to fe, or that life to the full and 
iive- perpetual poſſeſſion of which he was raiſed, 4 Ws. 1 
OY «, if we de 92 885 with n we. believe. that we n 
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5 ED : 2 on wiſe i Fromm the dead, dieth no more; death hath | 
= '« Ho more dominion over him $150 From theſe, and 


3 © the Uke declarations of facred "writ, it appears of 
What mighty importance the refurrection of the Son 
of God i is in & e Chriſtian ſyſtem, and how much it 

1 :onfirm the Divine Miſſion and claims of i its 


ed Author, and the various doctrines which he 
taught. As in a cirele every ſtraight line drawn from 
the circumference muſt meet in the centre; ſo all 
the doctrines of divine revelation, one way or other, 
„ terminate in his death and conſequent reſicerd ion, : 
6 and thence derive all their power and efficacy to re- 

; _ Heve and comfort, e the awakened inner, or 4 

diſtreſſed ſaint. 

Thus have 1 W PY illuſtrate Cas of theſe | 
Aan and ſoul-animating truths, which, it is ap- 
pfrehended, the believing ſurey of the e where 
our Lord once lay for our. behe lat 
ſuggeſt: Such as, — his amazing grace and condeſten- 
ſion, — the reality of his death, — the abſolute certain 7 

tj of his reſurrection, —wchat b his ſhort reſidence in 
4 - dhe tomb, the grave isconfEcrated to his people, —that 
iS * Ts from his reſurrection "thence we mayiinfer; that all the 
| demands of law and juſtice men fully fatisfied, —al- 
ſo our own future re ſurrcthbn, of which his was the 
pledge. and 'pattern,—andithe confirmation of his d 
„Vie miſſion, and all the doctrines which he taught. 
On theſe have made free to enlarge, perhaps indeed be- 
bene what may be thought proper, when it was meant 
to diſcuſs the ſubject in one diſcourſe; yet, T hope, | 
not e mar Was N to 7 Ow! have 
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| ro-day yr ſeeking, with the pious womens Je- . 


anined bf all the tender. ſolicitude of Ae {oc 2 
tion. Though ſome of the ideas may have occurred 


more than once; yet is it hoped that thoſe who lobe 
| the Lord Jeſus will not deem this a vain repetitions 
Let me now, in a few thoughts, direct you to ſome 


proper improvement of the ſubject, ſuited to the 
Principal occaſien of our preſent meeting; and this L 
all do, by pointing out, as propoſed, ſome of theſe + 
_ gracious diſpofitions. with which we ſhould celebrate 
the death of Chriſt, and contemplate his tranſient vi- 
t to that humble manſion, the tomb; diſpoſitions 
- which that exerciſe, through the Divine bleſang, i is 
1 caloulated to . and en 5 1 


= 85 Hare we now, my Chriſtian Brethren, kak im- 
mediate proſpect of ſhewing forth our Redeemer's 
© death at his holy table? and does the ſolemn ordi. 
wance before us exhibit the moſt lively emblem of 
| theſe ſufferings which brought him to that place 
which we were this day called to contemplate? Be it 
then our pious care and Rudy, to commemorate that- 
| Glenn and intereſting event, in the exerciſe of grate- 
ful admiration and faith unfeigned. The perſon h 

can be u towards his bene factor, who can 

render evil for th: and hatred for love, is univer- 
ally condemned: and yet, could we forget our obli- 
gations to the love and grace of Jeſus, the molt de- 


_ teſtable inſtance of ingratitude among men would | 
be as nothing when compared with ours, Such in- 


gratitude would be aggravated by an inſolent con- 


NI os. All ye who have joe the glory # 
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tempt of. goodneſs the moſt unmerited, and love N | 


—ͤ——G——— — — 


| und rated the goodneſs of King Meſfiahſ-who have 
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the conſtraining power of his love, and the re- 


freſh ng influence of his grace; do not Jour hearts 
- recoil atthe thought of forgetting his precious bene- 
| fits? nay, do they not expand with gratitude at the 


remembrance of them, and ſurvey them at times 
at leaſt, with ſentiments of pious wonder and admi- 
ration? Is not that work and doing of the Lord, in 
1 the ſtone rejected by :the .builders ſo low, in 


order to become a ſolid foundation for the glorious 
_ ſuperſtructure of mercy,” and raiſing it thence to be 
the head-ſtone of the corner, imparting ſtrength and 
Y beauty to the whole, is not this marvellous in your 
|. : eyes? Upon the moſt tranſient ſurvey of a ſcheme 
a fo replete with gracious wonders, are you not brought 

to exclaim, O the height and the depth, the length 
and the breadth of the love ef God in Chriſt Jeſus.! 

unſearchable are its treaſures, and its ways paſt fins * 


= * 


ing out! Herein is. love,“ ſays one ho felt it ſhed | 
"abroad? in his own heart, 4 not that we. loved God, but = 
that he loved us, and ſent his fon 10 be the propi- - 


« tiation for our fins.” Have expreſſions of conde- 
ſcenſion and armer from: dignified, characters 
nong men, power to command our gratefi 


condeſcenſion, and the fruits of hisbenjgnity and | v Ty 
Theſe are like an-immenſe ocean, in the.contempla- 


bon of the boundleſs extent and depth of which all 
- our powers may be loſt in wonder and amazement. 


Did Jeſus, the Son of the. Higheſt, ſtoop. fo very low, 


to raiſe us ſinners from the fearful pit and miry clay 


of guilt and wretchedneſs, to the higheſt. ele vation of 
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12 25 admira- 
tion? and is it poſſible our hearts ſhould remain in- 
ſenſible to the diſplays of; anf Redeener' 8 grace and 
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eur Lochs, N 
to magnify his- holy name, and not forget his bene- 
fits ? Shall we not, with ſentimients of joy and giati-- 
tude, adopt the beloved John's grateful anthem, . Un- 
« to him that loved us, and-waſhed us from our ſins 
in his own- blood, and hath made us kings and 
: K Prieſts unto God, even his Father z to him be glo- 
ry and dominion for ever and ever Amen?” Alas!- 
chat ſo few ars diſpoſed · from the heart to join him 
in this doxology+- If ingratitude ſor common favours 
be juſtly deemed baſe and detaſtable, what language 
can paint the odious de formity of that vice hen it 
has Jeſus for its object? and yet with this you are 


ö chargeable in the ſight of God, who have never ſelt | 
the: conſtraining. elheacy of his love and death, as 8 


: te gel invitatior 


powerful principle of. new obedience, nor been lech, 
under the influence of that divine diſpoſition, to new. 
forth that. death, and contemplate his temporary abode- 


4 in the tomb. But behold, ye believing intending com- Fi 6 
A municants, behold, with adoring wonder and „ BN [ 
gratitude, your redeeming RO ee as one bean- — 


hepa expreſſes ü,, 
* Darkneſs his curtatn, 1 bis bed bs ol A 
40 "Tho? ſun and ftars are duſt beneath his throne “ 


* 


and engage our hearts there, and in the ſolemn. ſer- 
vice before us, while objects are exhibited to our faith, 


amirabiy fitted to animate and inflame every aſfec- 
den WE the heart.- Till this 3 is e in the 


— 
. * 
—— 


& d 41 . within us, to bleſs the Lord, 
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Be And i in the exerciſe of theſe diſpoſitions cbs; 1 
rate an event which gre all 1 a on INE: 4 
| firmeſt baſis--/+ 22 0 1 

2. Love to lee Would N us to cab with 238 
ion in · the text; Come, Jee the place 

where the Lord lay. Love to him ſhould alſo actuate 
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| Adi; and 4 forth towards its proper abject, to 
bey forth the death of Chriſt, either to his glory or 
df oon comfort and edification, is morally impoſ- 
füble. This ordinance, however, as it indiſpenſably 
requires, ſo is it wy adapted to revive and cheriſh. 
the Chriſtian's love. Ye.who have taſted that the 
Ford is gracious, and been drawn to him by the cords 
of his love, come ſee the place to which he onee de- 
Icended for vou; and when you have there eontem- 
plated his ſufferings, death, and temporary reſidenee 
in the tomb, till the fire of divine love begin to burn 
*come and encompaſs his altar with the voice of joy 
and grateful praiſe, there'to receive a freſh proof and 
* pledge of his love, and to have yours to him increa- | 
fed and conffrmed. While the hearts of moſt men, 
— Ake Bethlehem! Inn of old, have room for every ſtran- 
_— ger who applies; for «the luits of the fleſh, the luſts 
of the eye, and the pride of life,” but none for the 
”” Son of God; let the language of ours be, Come in, 
4 thou blefled of the Lord, why ſtandeſt thou with- 
4 out. If thy preſence go not up with us, to thy 


SS. Kresse. sene 2 2 4 


table, and through che remains of our journey in the N 2 
| wilderneſs, « carry not up hence.“ If ſuch have been A 
_ the habitual deſires gf your heart, and now conſtitute By” 
_ the genuine breathings of your ſoul, you may hear 1 
bim reply, « My preſence ſhall go with, you, and I h 
« will give you reſt.” —< O love the Lord, all ye his 10 


« ſaints: for the Lord preſerveth the faithful.” Love 
him, becauſe he firſt loved you, and gave himſelf to. | 
_ the death for you.” Behold, God hath ſo loved you, 
«that he gave his only begotten Son,” that you 
- might not periſh, but have everlaſting life | Well may 
voa then exclaim, 4 Behold, what manner of love 
X 3 . 8 Father A EEE: l us!“ When you 1 0 
r -- * ne 1 
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91 SOURCE OF: COMFORT: oO 
view the Son of God, the brightneſs of his glory, and 


the expreſs image of his perſon, . uniting your nature 
to himſelf, becoming a man of ſorrows and acquaint- 
ed with grief; view him deſpiſed and rejected of 


men, leading a poor, ſelf-denied, perſecuted life, and 
at laſt dying a painful, ignominious, accurſed death, 


in order to finith tranſgrefſion make an end of ſin- 


offering, make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring 


in an everlaſting-righteouſnefs, that ſo our complete 


ſalvation might be conſiſtent with the honour of the 
divine adminiſtration ; when you view him doing 


all this, not only without your ſolicitation, but even 
: contrary to your deſert; are you not ready to own that 
he is juſtly entitled to the ſupreme affection of our 
heart, and the unreſerved obedience of our lives? If 


love, and the native expreſſions thereof, naturally con- 
ciliate the affection of its object; when Jeſus is vie w- 


ed in the garden, on the croſs, and in the tomb, is. 


not the moving ſpectacle he exhibits i in theſs ſolemn - | 
fituations, fitted to ſlay the latent enmity of the heart, 


and infpire-ſentiments of the pureſt and moſt ardent ” 


love ? If the Jews remarked, on ſeeing him weep at 


: Lazarus“ grave, .Behold how he loved him, witk 
ſtill greater tig may we ſay, * Behold How he 


loved us, when we fee him ſhed not merely tears, 


hut his very blood for us, and ſtill farther commending 
his love by geing down to the ſilent abode of death, . 
to conſecrate and perſume that noiſome' manſion for 
our reception I Come then, ye who ſincerely love the: 


Lord Jeſus, and | commemorate: that duath which i is 
the life of your hope, and the ſpring of your peace 
and joy, as connected with that reviyal to a never- 
s life, which 4 is to you the "_ r anck 
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b of a. glorious reurretion e to. A bleſe-immors 
Now net IP aten 
8. endes, e ate Apetlon ich 
ve ſhonld view the place where the Lord lay, is filial | 
Torrow for fin, with growing hatred of it. In tracingy 
by the aid of faith, the lowly ſteps our Divine Re-. 
- deemer took to -raife us to his heavenly manſions, 
ſuch effects naturally follow. . They ſhall look,“ 
. fays: a Prophet; te on him whom they have piereed, 
and mourn.“ Can the real Chriſtian: remain un- 
nioved, when he beholds his Dear Lord ſeized by 
wicked hands, made to carry his own croſs to the 
place of execution, pierced and nailed thereto for his: 
fins )—beholds him enduring the chaſtifement of his. 
peace, the-ſtripes by which he is healed; bowing his. 
. facred head in. death, and buried a-mangled corpſe in 
_ the grave k When; he views fin as the occaſion of all 
8 " is it poſſible he can roll it under his tongue as a; 
| ſweet morſel?. indulge it in heart and life without 
_remorſe ? As ſoon may a dutiful ſon embrace with 
 aMction the man who hath ſtabbed his parent co the 
- heart, and look with pleaſure on the weapon employ. 
ed to perpetrate the horrid deed ; or a tender huſband 
the aſſaſſin of the wife of his boſom, who was dear 
to him as his- own foul; as one whoſe heart is-pene- | 
trated with the :mazing love of a dying Jeſus,” con- 
tinue in the love and practioe of fin, which melted 
tis heart like wax-in-the midſt of his bowels, poured 
out his ſoul-like water, and brought him to the duſt 
of death. Inſtead of exclaiming againſ> Judas who 
3 him, Pilate who ſentenced him to death, 
the Roman ſoldiers who bore an active part in 
his ſufferings, and the Jews | whoſe - malice could 
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as the procuring cauſe of the whole. When you | 
ee, death and tomb of: Jeſus, therefore, let: yt | 
_ repentance for. fin be kindled together, and your ab- = 


broken for ſin, and weaned: from the love of it, wel” 
comports with the ſolemn. action in which you are 
in a little to be engaged. « Take, eat; this is my | 

« body, which is broken for you: this do in 3 — 
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os & brance of me.. This cup is the New Teſtament (or 
py | © covenant) in my blood, ſhed-for the remiſſion of the m_ 
16- <«-fing of "many, drink:ye- all of it.” This do 1 | He * 0 
is. FC oft as ye drink it; in · remembrance of me: For as ; 
is: | © often as ye eat this bread; and drink:this-cup, ye” 9 
is. do ſhew the Lord's death till he come“ Are theſe 
in che words of Jeſus, recorded by his Spirit for ouj 
i comfort and directien ?. Was he condemned and ſmit- + 
A: ten for our tranſgreſſions : 2 ſhut up as the cloſe pri= 
ut ſoner of law · and juſtice in the tomb, that we might 
th be acquitted at. the bar of God and conſcience, andi 
he- adjudged: to-the actual poſſeſſion of eternal life ? and 


hall Gn,. then, which brought, all this upon him, and © 
inconceivably more, retain ſtill the regard of our heart. 
and find a harbour in our breaſt ?. Nay rather are 
not we ready to exclaim, God forbid : how ſhall we 
that are dead to ſin, en the: en 11 ne 125 
pb longer therein? l 
4. Moreover We Hays. at the Chain uſe 4 


Vis dhe place where the Lord lay with growing joy. 

8 This diſpoſition or frame of mind is nearly allied to 
 - the former,. and-natively flows from it; for the more 
in deeply humbled the Chriſtian is under a ſenſe of ſin, aj 
ld as crucifying. the Lord. of glory, the nearer is heto _ 
1d "nn e and comfort, / "vs * Bleſſed,” en our er . bY 
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believer in him may look with triumph on this land of 
geſolation, this dark valley of the ſhadow of death. 
I The grave is the houſe appolnte 
ſioon we may be brougfft hither God alone know- 
eth. This is a ſerious thought to all; an alarming 
one to the * Let not ſuch, ä as ſeek 
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eee Er they ſhall be comforted ® 


And agreeably to this the Pfalmiſt remarks, & Weep-- 1 
ing may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the | 
_ ©:morning.”—<As-ſorrowful; yet always rejoicing,” ' * 
muſt appear a ſtrange paradox to the men of the to 
world, whoſe joys and ſorrows originate thence; and, - © 
indeed, is· only explicable on Chriſtian principles. All 10 
- that hath been ſuggeſted in- the illuſtration of the. 4* 
® ſubjeQt; may ſerve to ſhew how much the Saviour's (2 
death and reſurrection contribute to the Chriſtian's fo 
joy and triumplü His grave is a rich and never- f ® 
failing ſource of peace and conſolation to his real. | 3 


follewers in this vale of tears; and when it proves not a 
fo theirs is the blame. We ought, it is true, to mourn: di 
and weep ät Jeſus” croſs and ſepulchre, not indeed . 
for him, but for ourſelves ; yet need we not forrow 
there as they who have no hope, for theſe uſher in 
che d be an immortal days: As his goſpel 
brings life and immortality to light, ſo his death is 
the infinite price by which theſe have been procured 
| for his people; and his revival from the tomb, and 
fen to glory, the grand ſecurity of their enjoy- 
them for ever. Wherefore, while we attend the 
2 remains of our pious departed friends to their 
long höme, or anticipate dur own future removal chi- 
ther; let our faith terminate on Jeſus, their and our 
refurrection and life, and them ſhall we not mourn : 
and ſorrow like them who have no hope: for the true 


for us all; and how 
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terrors, or his dreary manſion; for he, 


for a time in the other; thus ſecuring to his people 


complete victory over both. This ſolemn event and 
lonely dwelling prefent, like the pillar of cloud to the 
Jews of old, to all the followers of the Lamb, a bright _ 
and chearing light, to direct their path ſafely and com- 
fortably through the dark and dreaded valley to Em- : 
manuel's land, — that bleſſed land of promiſe, r 
which the earthly Canaan was but a faint type. Are 
ve firmly perſuaded, from the word of God, that Jeſus 
died to expiate his people's ſins, and roſe again for 
their juſtification, as the firſt- fruits of them that ſleptʒ 
roſe to take poſſeſſion of eternal life in their name, 
and as their head? then may we reſt fully aſſurech 
that they who have died in a ſtate l eb witz 


him by faith will God quicken to an immortal and 


glorious life, and gather together with him at his. ſe. 

cond coming, as members with their head, that be 
may be glorified in them, while his glory is reflected 
upon them, and their unfading felicity ſecured by _ 
him. 


Hear him now addrefs. his ſincere followers, 


— 


: 405 ; : | ; 
Jelns with theie whole heart, be afraid of the king of 
and Friend, vanquiſhed the one and made by abode . 
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from his-glorified ſtate, and imperial throne in hea= - 


ven: © Fear not; I am he that liveth and was dead! 


* and behold I am alive for evermore; and have 8 | | 


« keys of hell and of death.” Though deſpiſed and 
rejected in ours, he is Lord of both worlds, and 
doth in either according to his pleaſure; while none 
can. counteract his procedure, or ſay to him with ef. 
ficacy, 4 What, or why doſt thou?“ Between this 
world and the next lieth the valley of the ſhadow orf 


death, that dreary region of darkneſs and deſolation 


des N the n * terrors hath extended his 0 4 g 
Ke . 5 


* 


* 1 * * 8 8 2 4 ö a) OP / 
K . < 3 * * — * n L4 "+ : > - 
J * Com — ** IT b IF" 3 8 1 2 0 * ; 
* = ky 6 15 ; 2 7 5 * 4 2 1 1 : 5 12 
1 ** . * * 1 8 Oe wt 8 : 
$8 OS \ 1 * 
A Ss > f * "a F Z : y * 
p « * : 7 5 2 . ih 
4 * 1 S 
55 80 8 5 : — Sf 0 ye. 
> Fs ' » «i o - N 1 3 
a 8 8 1 o 


| 1 | | 2 in dit: e at ſs n nr | 
1 ſhrink back at the ſwellings of Jordan. The belie- 
ver; "however, and indeed he alone, hath nothing here 


| to fear, becauſe he ſhall be ſafely conducted to the 
| holy. and pleaſant land beyond it, by that great Shep- 


| Herd: of the ſheep, whom God brought again from | 


the dead; and who can, therefore, ſhew us the path 


cf life through the dark vale of death. That event, 


ſolemily intereſting/as' it is to the children of God, 


. + 8 is only a paſſage from one apartment in their Father's. | 
2 4 - Houſe into another; and their redeeming Lord and 
= unchangeable Friend is entruſted with the key: 


When he opens none can ſhut; aud when he ſhuts 
none can open. Hell, too, or the grave, is under his 
eye, and ſubje& to his controul; and there he keeps 


me duſt of his ſaints, till he open this ſeeret cham- 
ber at his future coming, awake their ſleeping aſhes, 
* - after the peaceful ſtumbers of che long night of death, 
and adorn the re- animated frame with all the beauty 
bodf immortal youth, recommended by the ſtil} bright» 


er charms of internal: perfe& holineſs. . Jeſus lives 


17 and reigns for ever to make interceſſion for his peo- 
plüwKub, and ſecure to them the precious fruits of his 
wb vhence he ſays, ©& Becauſe I live; ye ſhall live 


. alſo.” -- « F-appoint unto you a kingdom, even as 
«a my Father hath appdinted. unto me; that ye may 
a eat and drink. at my table in ny; kingdom.“ What 
child of God need then dread the vale of death, 


5 where Jeſus trod and lay before him, when he views 
id as a ſafe avenue to a Father's houſe, as the certain, 


5 the infallible path to unfading glory, to an immortal 
brown, and unbounded kingdom ! If our doubts and 
fears for the preſent vaniſh, When admitted to enjoy 


 cominunidn with o our e weber aud We ban- 
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ner over us is love how muſt they ceaſe for” erer; 
houſe, -at i d 
that. table which ſhall not be drawn, and there àdmit- 
ted to eat and drink with him; to partake of the 
fruit of the Tree of Life, and refreſh ourſelves from 
that pure-river which flows from the throne above 
through all the celeſtial Paradiſe, and makes glad, by 


when once we are ſet down in the upper 


its ſacred ſtreams, the city of our God] The ſolemn 


ordinance now before us is one of theſe refreſhing 


ſtreams, a precious well of ſalvation, whence we may 


draw water with. joy; yet is, even in its richeſt en- 
tertainment, only a foretaſte of what ſhall be enjoy- 
ed above. True it is, before we can aſcend thither _ 
in our complete perſon, we muſt. tread death's dre 


ry. path, and make our bed .in his dark abode; yet 
even there ſhall we repoſe in hope; for, at the 


brightneſs of our " Saviour's coming, this corruptible 

ſhall put on incorruption, and this mortal be clothed 
With immortality, when death ſhall be ſwallowed up 
of victory, and the grave diveſted of her prey. What 
© though that event ſhould ſeparate us from thoſe we 
now eſteem and love in the Lord; yet can it not 
perpetuate our ſeparation.: for he holds the keys of 

death and the grave, and by his power and favour 0 

What © {7 
though we may ſeem -forſaken and forgotten in the 


we ſhall meet again never more to part, 


dark and narrow houſe, which is the long home of 
all living; yet ſhall it be only for a ſhort ſeaſon, and 
that in order to our being gathered together by him 


with everlaſting mercies. Say then, ye believing few, 5 
if we may not ſurvey our Lord's grave with joy, e- 
ven in the proſpect of making our future abode in 
the ſame drear and lonely dwelling? and if we have ; 
ant now Ib cauſe ian wind with our trembling, 1 


- £ 4 
1 * 
* 


1 while 


| hes 3 his altar, and ke our feat at 

| his re board? To this effect fings one, | 
Wu joy, with grief, that healing hand T 6 

The Ries it form d, and yet it bled for me.” 


g. Once more—The ſurvey of our Redeemer's | 
tomb hold 23 and confirm our putpoſes 


Himſelf fo low, 4a ſhall not che cords of his love, 
the confiraining influence of his grace and condeſcen- 


1 Bon, po —T draw us tò the obedience of faith? 
. are 


g "<P 
3 IN 
*. N 
8 : 
: Tis we 
: 


the moſt ' endearing and indiſſoluble 


Fr ries, and him we are facredly bound to love and ſerve. 


He is the Father of our ſpirits, the framer of our bo- 
dies, the Redeemer of our ſouls, and the ſource of 
all we enjoy or can hope for, whether as men or 
Chriſtians. While the wicked and impenitent give 
2 reaſon to complain, If I am a Father, where 
mine honour? If I am a maſter, where is my 
ear?” let our hearts rejoin, Tea, Lord, thou art 
9 and a Maſter with whom none can com- 
© pare, and as ſuch we own ourſelves thine, and bound 
to love, reverence, and ſerve thee.* Let us thus 
.* Judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead, 
that they who live ſhould henceforth not -live to 
themſelves, but to his glory and praiſe who died for 
them and roſe again. [His work, how Honourable ! 
His reward, how glorious and munificent ! His wor- 
ſhip, ſo pure, ſimple, and rational, is neither coſtly 
nor laborious in its obſervance. His precepts are all 
| Holy, juſt, and good ; and obedience to them calcula- 
ted to promote not only the glory of God, but alſo 
the happineſs of man, in every relation and circum- 
| tance in which he can be placed. Beſides, our re- 
„ to Spray is recommended and enforced by the 


dle duty, to 


— 


— 
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ger, the croſs, and the grave. Muſt we not then be 


_ utterly. inexcuſable. if we do not love and ſerye him, 
not to ſay baſely ungratefyl.? ? Do the ſervants of the 


great boaſt of the wealth, power, and dignity. of their 


maſters? and are they proud to ſerve them, and am. 
bitious to ſecure their favour? And ſhall not we who _ + 


are called by the name of Jeſus, glory in him and-in 


our relation to him, and be careful to ſhew to the 
world whoſe we are and whom we ſerve? that we _ 4 
deem it our higheſt honour, no leſs than indiſpenſa- 1 
to devote our hearts to his love and our 5 
lives to his ſervice? Love is the fulfilling of the law, 
the very eſſence of goſpel holineſs, without which 
there can be no true Chriſtian obedience; and where 
that divine principle is implanted, it can not fail to 
produce and influence what I am now recommending, „ 
As Chriſt's love to his people bound him with cr ds 
to the horns of the altar, nailed his hands and feet to 
the accurſed tree; ſo ours to him, if genuine, . 
conſtrain us to ſerve him without fear, and to walk 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all the days. | 
On occaſions of this nature ſhould we - 


of our life. 
remember our faults and failures in duty; accom- 


pliſh a diligent ſearch, and renew our repentance Ihe 


towards God, and our believing application to the 
atoning blood of Jeſus. As we will firid, on the 


ſlighteſt ſurvey of our temper and conduct hitherto, 5 
many ſins committed, many duties neglected, and 
the failures and defects even of our beſt ſervices more 


| than can be numbered; let us reſolve, in humble de- 


pendence on Divine grace, that wherein we have done > 
iniquity we will do ſo no more ; that we mall 1 85 a: 


* 


moſt me conſideration, the peerleſs love of Je- 
| ſus, which brought him from the throne to the man- 
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forth forve him only, and with-our whole heart; and” | 
let it be one great object with us in going up to a 
communion table, to have this reſolution ſtrength- 

ened and confirmed: 4 Herein (ſays our Lord) is 

e my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, ſo 
ce ſhall ye be my difciples;” that is, approve your- 
ſelves ſuch. The glory. of the Father and of Chriſt = 
is one, and promotted by the very ſame means; and, 

 *ſhall not his glory be dear to our ſouls, when our 

ſalvation was ſo precious in his eyes? Let every one 9 

dat nameth the name of Jeſus, by profeſſing his re- 15 

gion and partaking of its ſacred privileges, depart 

from all iniquity, both in love and practice; and a. 

bound in theſe works of faith and 1abours of love 

which are through him to the glory of the Father. 

We have been this day invited to ſurvey, with devout 

regard, the place where the Lord once Jay; with . 

" of the important benefits whi ch reſult from his 

- deſcent thither, and are ſecured to his people by his 

revival ' thence; and are now called to view theſe. 

ſcenes of unparalleled ſufferings which paved the 
way to that event, as exhibited to the eye of faith in 


the ſolemn ſervice in which we are ſo ſoon to be en- 10 
ae While we, therefore, attempt to ſurrey, in 
the exerciſe of pious meditation, the dread cata-, WW. 0 
ſtrophe once exhibited on Calvary-hill, and viſit, as | 4 


invited by the angel who announced his reſurrection 
tds the women, the humble manſion where the illuſ- 
1 trious ſufferer once ſubmitted to lie ;—while we com- 
RH memorate thele ſacredly intereſting events at his ho-. 
. Me; table, let our grateful admiration be excited, — 
13 repentance for ſin kindled together, — our love o 
him enflamed, and our reſolutions to ſerve him con- 


firmed. To eee 5 8 


— 
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Are there. preſent who ſeldom if ever lincerely 


attempt to comply with the invitation in the text, 


Come, ſee the place where the Lord lay: preſent, on 
whom the lowly ſteps he took have never yet pro- 


duced any correſponding effects? Waving the mon- 
ſtrous ingratitude of ſuch conduct, and its atroci- 
eus guilt in the ſight of God, I muſt aſſure you, 
my Friends, that to you, in your preſent ſtate, the 
death, burial, and reſurrection of Chriſt can afford no 
ground of comfort, no foundation of hope. To you, Wt 


While under the guilt and power of fin, death is in- 


deed a king of terrors, the grave a ſtrong dungeon, 
and a future reſurrection only a delivery thence in 

order to execution in order to be « puniſhed with 
1 everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the 
„Lord, and from the glory of his power.” If this 


terrific king, who carries all of human race captive 


into his dark dominions, ſhould overtake you in this 
miſerable ſtate, ye may adopt, each for himſelf, the 


. emphatic words of David; « Becauſe of the voice of 


es the enemy, my heart is ſore pained within me: and 
ec the terrors of death are fallen upon me. Fearful- 
E neſs and trembling are come upon me, and horror | 
'« hath overwhelmed me *.” That theſe terrors ſhall... 


not be groundlefs i in your caſe, appears from what he 
adds, „Thou, O God, ſhalt bring them down into 
« the pit of deſtruction +.” White you refuſe ſub- 


jection to Jeſus, the anointed King in Zion, and ſpurn 
His eaſy yoke, reflect for a LOT rer are the ma- 
| ters you ſerve, and what ſhall be your reward. The 
word of God being judge, and its verdi& admitted, 
Jou ſerve ſin, whoſe wages is death in all its awful 
n the watld, whoſe ſcanty * Teward will ſoon X 


8 


* Pal. . 3 . + Verſe 23. 
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murderer from the beginning, andi is in purſuit of out 
* + precious ſouls to devour them; and youſfow to the fleſh, "oh 
of which, if God is not mocked, you muſt. reap. cor- 1 
* rvuption, Break off all connection with fuch, and 0 
cheoſe without delay whom you would ſerve in fu- . 
titre, and abide by at death and for ever. Reſt not 1 

| -your hopes for eternity on any thing ſhort. of an ac- F 

- tual intereſt in the Son of God by faith, and a begun if 

| conformity to his image; for, believe it as a certain it 


N bs fact, every other ground of hope, to which men are 
ſio apt to truſt, will prove in the hour of greateſt neec 4 
but refuges of lies, and a foundation of quickſand; 
on which whofoever builds, the ſuperſtructure, un- 
able to ſuſtain the ſhock of deſcending rains, fwelling 
floods, and beating winds, will one day bury in its 
extenſive ruins. Though you may now proſper in the 
world, poſſeſs health, cafe, and friends; while adver- 
fity is unknown in your dwelling; yet remember the 
days of darkneſs, for they may be many, and not far 
diſtant. Beware of conſtruing your preſent good 
things into ſo many infallible marks of the Divine fa- 
> our, or of fondly promiſing yourſelves that they ſhalt 
_ always. continued. If ſuch things were done in 
Y 3 green tree — done to the innocent Lamb of God; 5 5 
I © What ſhall be done to Te 0950 obſtinate ſinners, _ 
who make themſelves fit fuel for the flames of in- in 
cenſed wrath ? God often, in the courſe of his pro- a 
ence, permits. thoſe to proſper for a while whom. „ 
© he means yet to-afflift, or in the iffue to deſtroy, * 
* OS their proſperity. paves the way not unfrequently gri 
for this deſtruction. If the goodneſs of God lead not Per 


to repentance, it will render the guilt and puniſhment . 
8 choſe 27 abufe it 15 more en and con 
if * at”. „„ &: 24 1 255 2 — 2 1 
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2 Of ſuch the pious king of Erael e 
T1 « Becauſe ugh have no change, therefore they fear 

_W 2 not God.” Strange return indeed |- Juſtly- might il 

r- le prefix, God ſhall hear, and afflict them, even he 

d Achat abideth of old *:” The margin reads it, „With 

L- « whom there be no changes, yet they fear not God; 

dt which marks their baſe ingratitude, taking occaſion 

C- from the uninterrupted ſeries of proſperity in their 

m lot, to eaſt off the fear and dente the wein 1 

in ite Author. + 
re - Neither will your- ann as profeſing Chriſti , 

d ans, however ineſtimable theſe are in themſelves, nor- 

2 even the duties you may perform, ſecure you from 
n- the juſt but fatal effects of fin; and therefore rely .. 
g not on either as a. ground of hope. Lou may now” 
ts bear the name of Chriſt, aſſemble before him ſtated- 

ie ty as his people, and, on occaſions like this, even take 

| your ſeat at his holy table; yet all this, fo long as; 

16 ye refuſe him the love and government of the heart, 

ar and the unreſerved . obedience of the life, will onlix 
& enhance your --guilt, and, of courſe, that miſery to 
a= which it expoſes. Hear his own declaration to this 

all - purpoſe, . · Not every one that - ſaith unto me Lord, 
in Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven: bet“? 
"FJ «© he that doth the will of: my Father who is in he- 
Sy ven.“ Did: God not. ſpare his Son, when we ſtood) 
n- in need of a' ſaviour ? —ſpare him hen he ſub - 
0. ſtituted himſelf. in the room of the guilty, but d. 0 
m vered him up to the death, taking at the ſame time 

— an aclive part in bruiſing him and putting him to 

ly grief? Is he now ſo far from ſparing him, in the dif- 
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"Ho his ſervants to perfuade them in Chriſt's ſteal 
to be reconciled to God? and can you once ſurmiſe, 
N Friends, that ſuch love and goodneſs merit no re- 
gard, deſerve no returns of love, praiſe, and gratł- 
tude on your part ? Shall his blood, with reſpect to 
you, be ſhed in vain? Are you weer ers 
under foot as an unholy thing, or to-ruſh through its 
© crimſon torrent into the pit of woe? Will you cruci- 
17 the Son of God afreſh , by your continuedꝭ refuſal of 
Bis grace, abuſe of his patience, and neglect of his 
1 t ſalvation? and ſo ſay, with the blinded Jews 

% Away with im, away with him; erucify 


53 40 ane. cruicify him; not this man, but Barabbas ?” 


We have loved ſtrangers, and after them will we 
. go?” Will ye give us reaſon to complain to him 
that ſent us, Lord, we- have ſpoke to this people in 
thy name; declared to them thy word, and entreated 
mem, by every argument and motive we could con- 
 'ceive, to be reconciled to thee; and yet they would: 
not believe our report, nor receive thy Son to rule- | 
and aye them? Will you force us to bring in our 
unwilling teſtimony againſt you another day,—that 
life and death, the bleſſing. and the curſe have been 
Tet before Jou, but that you choſe death? Should: 
vou ſtill. perfiſt in diſobeying the goſpel, What ſhall. 
the end of all this be? The want of love: to -Jeſus,, 
Who has every poſſible claim to the ſupreme affection 
of our heart, is not fuch a trivial matter as many 
ſeem to imagine. Hear the Apoſtle's ſolemn decla- 
ration, all ye who love him not, and let your heatt 
"ns for fear of his judgment: «If any. man love 
not * _ _ Ry wet him be Anathema e 

. þ 5 ran 


| or remain a victim devoted to deſtruction, till the 3 
Tord himſelf come to execute juſt. vengeance upon 
him. Theſe are hot words of courſe,. or the expref- - 
ion of areſentful diſpoſition; for they were inſpice 
by the Spirit of God, and proceeded from a heart 8 
netrated with ſuch tender love to precious ſouls, as: 
: * ted the holy man of God to travail as in birth till: 
Chriſt ſhould be formed. in them the hope of glory. 
They ſhall therefore be infallibly fulfilled. in- their: 
ſeaſon, where mercy from God and--unfeigned- re- 
pentance towards him prevent not. Till you have 
obtained the one, and are enabled by grace to exer- 
*ciſe the other, preſume not, upon pain of his . 
9 diſpleaſure, to approach a eommunion table. 
Trlhat the above ſplemn declaration may not * ve © 
_ . rified on you, in all its. awful import, « Seek'the 
Lord while he nay de found, call ye upon him 
While he is near: Work out . your own fal va. 
« tion with fear and trembling z” looking up by faith _ 
and prayer to that God.whoſe province it is to c work 
& in you both to will and to do of his good pleafure.  - 
*: Meditate on- the Saviour's death, with all its ſolemn: 85 2 4 | 
_ circumſtances and deeply- intereſting conſequences, as 
U -ucorded:i in the inſpired Page, till your love and gra- Lo 
titude are excited into lively exerciſe. till your- Glial: -- 
ſorrow and repentings for ſin, with a rooted hatred 
of it, are kindled together, and your purpoſes of nem 1 
obedience enforced and confirmed. Come een, 15 = 
1 to the place where the Lord lay, to learn there: , 
_ ſuch important. leſſons as have been ſuggeſted from 
the ſubject, that, by his Spirit; correſponding difpbs. - 
ſitions may be implanted and cheriſhed'in your hearts; 
"WK. is nn che nnn not only to 
| 1 r 
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115 e eee bla 0 aum you moy 
aſſure yourſelves' that his gracious preſence will at- 


e through liſe, and command your reſt be- 


e eee eee vpe e ef- cls ag 
e- uns. e contra 


2266 eme Hhighly-favoured gueſts, and invites 


4 - .tv'partake- of his Supper: Eat, O. friends; drink, 
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